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Section A. Pur pose and Scope

Thi s I NSTRUCTI ON prescri bes regul ati ons governing uniforns for officers of the
Commi ssi oned Corps of the Public Health Service (PHS).

Section B. Authorities

Pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 216(a), the President is authorized to prescribe
regul ati ons concerning uniforns for the PHS Comm ssi oned Corps. The President,
by Executive Order 11140, has delegated this authority to the Secretary,
Department of Health and Human Servi ces.

Pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 217, the President is authorized to declare the PHS
Conmmi ssioned Corps to be a mlitary service in tinme of war or of energency
i nvol ving the national defense.

Pursuant to 18 U . S.C. 702, anyone who wears the uniform or a distinctive part
thereof, without authority to do so, is subject to certain crimnal penalties.
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Section C. Definitions

Uniform A specific conbination of uniform conponents (i.e., insignia,
clothing items and niscellaneous itenms), worn in a manner prescribed by
PHS policy, and identified by a particular nane or designation. A uniform
i ncludes certain required conponents and may i ncl ude optional conponents.

Insignia. Uniform conponents which serve to (1) identify the uniform as

being that of a particular uniformed service; or (2) identify the grade,
rank or other classification of the wearer

Section D.  Description of Insignia

The basic PHS insignia shall be as foll ows:

1

Corps Device. An ornanment of gold-colored netal, lace or thread
consisting of a foul anchor and caduceus crossed as in the PHS seal, with
the anchor and the caduceus having the sane length. PHS shall prescribe
the size(s) in which the Corps device my be nade. Except when
i ncorporated as part of the cap device, the corps device shall be placed
on the uniform such that the staff of the caduceus is vertical and the
anchor is pointing inward.

Cap Device. An ornament of gold-colored netal, lace or thread consisting
of a shield with a chief with thirteen stars surnounted with a spread
eagl e, head dextral, with the whole placed on the corps device. For use
with the cap device, an arc fromthe anchor tip to the knob on the end of
the caduceus shall subtend an acute angle, rather than the right angle
used in the PHS seal. PHS shall prescribe the size(s) in which the cap
devi ce nay be made.

Buttons. PHS netal buttons shall be gold colored and shall be enbossed
with the PHS Corps device. Shirt buttons and ot her non-decorative buttons
need not be enbossed.

Chin Strap. For caps having chin straps, the strap shall have a center
band of maroon running | engthwi se on the strap and the slides.

Collar Insignia. When collar insignia are prescribed, a corps device
shall be worn on the left shirt collar tip

Section E. Policy

General. Wth the exception of special -purpose uniforns, the various PHS
Commi ssi oned Corps uniforns shall be conprised of basic clothing articles
that are prescribed for wear by United States Navy officers. Each uniform
shall include insignia as necessary to distinguish the wearer as a PHS
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conmi ssioned officer and to indicate the officer's grade. PHS nmay
prescribe distinctive uni formconponents in addition to the basic insignia
(see Section D, above). However, all unifornms shall be made distinctive
by incorporation of the appropriate basic insignia;, any additiona
distinctive itens prescribed by PHS shall suppl enent, but not replace, the
basi ¢ i nsignia.

Ootional Items and Specific Conbinations. PHS may authorize the optiona
wear of clothing and m scell aneous itens that are not conponents of Navy
officers' uniforns. PHS may prescribe particular conbinations of uniform
conponents in order to develop various uniforns as deemed necessary.

Speci al Purpose Uniforms. PHS may prescribe the use of special purpose
uni fornms that are not authorized in Navy regul ati ons whenever there is a
cl ear need to use such a uniformin well-defined circunstances. For use
wi th special purpose uniforms, the basic insignia may be made in colors
and materials other than those specified in Section D, above.

Mandatory Wearing of the Uniform Wen the PHS Conmi ssioned Corps has
been declared by Executive Order of the President to be a nilitary
service, officers shall appear in uniform except as specifically directed
ot herwi se by conpetent PHS authority. At all other times, PHS nmay
determ ne the stations at which and/or the circunstances under which
officers shall be required to wear the uniform PHS shall determ ne the
type(s) of uniform(s) to be worn under various conditions.

Wearing of Uniforms by Inactive, Retired, or Former Officers. Unl ess
authorized by PHS, officers of the Reserve Corps in inactive duty status
and retired officers shall not wear uniforns except on occasions of

cerenony. Fornmer conmi ssioned officers shall not wear the uniformunl ess
authorized in specific cases by PHS.

Use of Uniforms and/or Insignia by Oher than Comm ssioned Oficers

Persons who are neither commi ssioned officers nor forner conm ssioned
officers shall not wear the uniform or any of its distinctive parts,
except in the foll ow ng circunstances:

a. Civilian Enployees. The PHS insignia described herein my be
authorized for wear on the uniforns of PHS civilian enpl oyees, when
such uni forns have been authorized pursuant to 42 U . S.C. 216(h).

b. Ot her Situations.

(D Persons not in uniformand not representing thenselves to be
PHS commi ssioned officers may wear the Corps device, cap
device or ornanmental jewelry resenbling PHS insignia on
occasi ons intended to honor a PHS conmi ssioned officer
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(2) PHS may aut horize the wearing of PHS uniforns and insignia by

nodel s and actors. |If such wear is for other than officia
PHS purposes, it nmay be authorized only upon the condition
that it will not be used in such a way as to disgrace or

ridicule the PHS, this Departnent or the Federal Governnent.

Section F. |Inplenentation

The Assi stant Secretary for Health, or his/her designee(s), shall inplenent these
regul ati ons and exerci se the authorities and prerogatives conferred upon PHS by
this regul ation.
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