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Section A.  Purpose and Scope

This INSTRUCTION prescribes regulations governing uniforms for officers of the
Commissioned Corps of the Public Health Service (PHS).

Section B.  Authorities

Pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 216(a), the President is authorized to prescribe
regulations concerning uniforms for the PHS Commissioned Corps.  The President,
by Executive Order 11140, has delegated this authority to the Secretary,
Department of Health and Human Services.

Pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 217, the President is authorized to declare the PHS
Commissioned Corps to be a military service in time of war or of emergency
involving the national defense.

Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. 702, anyone who wears the uniform, or a distinctive part
thereof, without authority to do so, is subject to certain criminal penalties.
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Section C.  Definitions

1. Uniform.  A specific combination of uniform components (i.e., insignia,
clothing items and miscellaneous items), worn in a manner prescribed by
PHS policy, and identified by a particular name or designation.  A uniform
includes certain required components and may include optional components.

2. Insignia.  Uniform components which serve to (1) identify the uniform as
being that of a particular uniformed service; or (2) identify the grade,
rank or other classification of the wearer.

Section D.  Description of Insignia

The basic PHS insignia shall be as follows:

1. Corps Device.  An ornament of gold-colored metal, lace or thread
consisting of a foul anchor and caduceus crossed as in the PHS seal, with
the anchor and the caduceus having the same length.  PHS shall prescribe
the size(s) in which the Corps device may be made.  Except when
incorporated as part of the cap device, the corps device shall be placed
on the uniform such that the staff of the caduceus is vertical and the
anchor is pointing inward.

2. Cap Device.  An ornament of gold-colored metal, lace or thread consisting
of a shield with a chief with thirteen stars surmounted with a spread
eagle, head dextral, with the whole placed on the corps device.  For use
with the cap device, an arc from the anchor tip to the knob on the end of
the caduceus shall subtend an acute angle, rather than the right angle
used in the PHS seal.  PHS shall prescribe the size(s) in which the cap
device may be made.

3. Buttons.  PHS metal buttons shall be gold colored and shall be embossed
with the PHS Corps device.  Shirt buttons and other non-decorative buttons
need not be embossed.

4. Chin Strap.  For caps having chin straps, the strap shall have a center
band of maroon running lengthwise on the strap and the slides.

5. Collar Insignia.  When collar insignia are prescribed, a corps device
shall be worn on the left shirt collar tip. 

Section E.  Policy

1. General.  With the exception of special-purpose uniforms, the various PHS
Commissioned Corps uniforms shall be comprised of basic clothing articles
that are prescribed for wear by United States Navy officers.  Each uniform
shall include insignia as necessary to distinguish the wearer as a PHS
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commissioned officer and to indicate the officer's grade.  PHS may
prescribe distinctive uniform components in addition to the basic insignia
(see Section D, above).  However, all uniforms shall be made distinctive
by incorporation of the appropriate basic insignia; any additional
distinctive items prescribed by PHS shall supplement, but not replace, the
basic insignia.

2. Optional Items and Specific Combinations.  PHS may authorize the optional
wear of clothing and miscellaneous items that are not components of Navy
officers' uniforms.  PHS may prescribe particular combinations of uniform
components in order to develop various uniforms as deemed necessary.

3. Special Purpose Uniforms.  PHS may prescribe the use of special purpose
uniforms that are not authorized in Navy regulations whenever there is a
clear need to use such a uniform in well-defined circumstances.  For use
with special purpose uniforms, the basic insignia may be made in colors
and materials other than those specified in Section D, above.

4. Mandatory Wearing of the Uniform.  When the PHS Commissioned Corps has
been declared by Executive Order of the President to be a military
service, officers shall appear in uniform, except as specifically directed
otherwise by competent PHS authority.  At all other times, PHS may
determine the stations at which and/or the circumstances under which
officers shall be required to wear the uniform.  PHS shall determine the
type(s) of uniform(s) to be worn under various conditions.

5. Wearing of Uniforms by Inactive, Retired, or Former Officers.  Unless
authorized by PHS, officers of the Reserve Corps in inactive duty status
and retired officers shall not wear uniforms except on occasions of
ceremony.  Former commissioned officers shall not wear the uniform unless
authorized in specific cases by PHS.

6. Use of Uniforms and/or Insignia by Other than Commissioned Officers.
Persons who are neither commissioned officers nor former commissioned
officers shall not wear the uniform or any of its distinctive parts,
except in the following circumstances:

a. Civilian Employees.  The PHS insignia described herein may be
authorized for wear on the uniforms of PHS civilian employees, when
such uniforms have been authorized pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 216(b).

b. Other Situations.

(1) Persons not in uniform and not representing themselves to be
PHS commissioned officers may wear the Corps device, cap
device or ornamental jewelry resembling PHS insignia on
occasions intended to honor a PHS commissioned officer.
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(2) PHS may authorize the wearing of PHS uniforms and insignia by
models and actors.  If such wear is for other than official
PHS purposes, it may be authorized only upon the condition
that it will not be used in such a way as to disgrace or
ridicule the PHS, this Department or the Federal Government.

Section F.  Implementation

The Assistant Secretary for Health, or his/her designee(s), shall implement these
regulations and exercise the authorities and prerogatives conferred upon PHS by
this regulation.


