
Junior Officer Advisory Group 

  

 

 

 

The Presidential Unit Citation (PUC) 

The unprecedented response of the U.S. Public 
Health Service to the West African Ebola outbreak 

was a truly remarkable moment in the history of 

our service.  Officers played a critical role in the global 

response through deployments overseas. A majority of 

Corps officers deployed to the countries most affected 

by Ebola, Liberia, Guinea, and Sierra Leone, and sup-

ported the Corps mission in numerous ways. 

The uniqueness of the response resulted in an 
award to honor the effort of the entire Commis-
sioned Corps, Presidential Unit Citation (PUC) 
awarded to the USPHS Commissioned Corps by 
President Obama. During a September 2015 cer-
emony in the Oval Office, leadership of the Corps 
were presented with the award for all USPHS of-
ficers for “extraordinary courage and the highest 

level of performance in action… and unwavering 
dedication to their mission of protecting, promoting 
and advancing the health and safety of the Nation” 
according to the citation signed by the President.   
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The PUC, initially called the Distinguished Unit 
Award and established in 1942, is the highest unit 
award issued in any uniformed service and is gen-
erally considered to be equivalent to the Navy 
Cross or the Distinguished Service Cross.  The 
PUC is awarded to units that have displayed the 
highest level of heroism, gallantry, and esprit de 
corps.   

The award has been given to units participating in 
actions such as D-Day, the Battle of the Bulge, 
Guadalcanal, the Doolittle Raid, and the Tet Offen-
sive.  In 2006, the entire U.S. Coast Guard was 
awarded the PUC for Hurricane Katrina response 
efforts.   

The Army’s Institute of Heraldry was instrumental 
in the creation of the 2015 USPHS PUC, which was 
designed with USPHS symbolism in mind.  The 
yellow color reminds one of the quarantine flag, 
the blue is reminiscent of our maritime past, the  

 

red symbolizes our war on disease and the white 
symbolizes mission outcome and freedom from dis-
ease.  Additionally, there are four red stripes to rep-
resent our core values: leadership, service, integrity, 
and excellence.   

The PUC was awarded to all USPHS officers who 
were on active duty between Sept 9, 2014 and May 
1, 2015.  In addition, officers must not have had 
current or pending disciplinary actions during the 
award period to be eligible.  

The award is a ribbon only (no medal) and can be 
worn as long as it is in the officer’s eOPF.  Unlike our 
Army counterparts, USPHS officers do not wear unit 
awards over their nametags.  It shall be worn below 
individual awards, but above all other unit awards.  
Officers should wear their PUC proudly, knowing that 
they are a part of a historic team of healthcare pro-
fessionals.  
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What is the symbolism of the colors and 

stripes of our PUC?  

Golden Yellow: Generosity & elevation of the spir-

it. 

 Symbolizes our roots in quarantine medical 

service (“quarantine yellow”) & willingness to 

put Service before self, to protect, promote & 

advance the health and safety  

      of the Nation. 

 

Navy Blue: Truth and loyalty.  

 Symbolizes our maritime and ‘Sea Service’ his-

tory. 

 Symbolizes our unwavering allegiance to the 

Nation through our Commissioning process and 

oath of office. 

 

 Brick Red: Perseverance in battle. Victorious.  

 Symbolizes our silent war on disease - steadfast 

and resolute. In this case, Ebola was contained to 

West Africa. Four red stripes represent our four 

core values exemplified in response: Leadership, 

Service, Integrity and Excellence. 

 

White: Purity, freedom from disease, peace and sin-

cerity. 

 Symbolizes our diplomacy, partnerships, and out-

comes with our missions both domestically and 

internationally.  

Trivia:   

Q. What are the official Institute of Heraldry colors of our PUC?  

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

Q. What is the Presidential Unit Citation (PUC)?  

The Presidential Unit Citation (PUC) is the highest unit award issued to a uniformed service. The U.S. Public Health 
Service Commissioned Corps PUC was awarded on September 24, 2015, by Presidential Citation to recognize the 
Commissioned Corps for “extraordinary courage and the highest level of performance in action throughout the Unit-
ed States Government’s response to the Ebola outbreak.”  

Q. Who is authorized to wear the PUC?  

President Obama awarded the PUC to all Commissioned Corps officers of the U.S. Public Health Service on active 
duty between September 9, 2014, and May 1, 2015. All Regular and Ready Reserve officers (such as COSTEP and 
EIS officers) who served on active duty at any time during these dates are eligible to wear the PUC. In addition, of-
ficers must be compliant with the provisions of Commissioned Corps Instruction (CCI) CCI 511.01, “Awards Pro-
gram” subsection 6-9 (i.e., no current or pending disciplinary or adverse actions during the award period). Officers 
who retired or separated during the above time period but were on duty and otherwise eligible are authorized to 
wear the PUC.  

Q. When will I be authorized to wear the PUC ribbon?  

The PUC is authorized as of the signing of the Citation by the President on September 24, 2015. However, it must 
be in your eOPF [displayed on your Personnel Information Record (PIR)] before it can be worn, per CCI 512.01, 6-1.  

For more information, please contact your Corps Agency Liaison or visit the COAP website.  

References 

http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/PDF_docs/Presidential%20Unit%20Citation%202015.pdf 

http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/bulletin/PUC_m.aspx 

https://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/PDF_docs/2015%20Presidential%20Unit%20Citation%20FAQs.pdf 

http://dcp.psc.gov/eccis/documents/ccpm26_3_3.pdf 

http://shop.precisionmedals.com/military-branch-awards/public-health-service/usphs-presidential-unit-citation-
puc.html 

https://www.ultrathin.com/orderform.htm 

Contributors LCDR Darr and LT Davis are members of the  

JOAG Communications and Publications Uniform Subcommittee  
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