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Engineer Professional Advisory Committee (EPAC) 	
EPAC General Meeting Minutes
September 10th, 2020



I. Welcome/Call to Order (EPAC Chair, CDR Samantha Spindel)
· Meeting called to order at 1500 EST

II. [bookmark: _Hlk33284879]Roll Call (Executive Secretary, LCDR Michael Simpson)
· Officers or Alternate emailed LCDR Simpson to confirm attendance

	Subcommittee
	Name
	Alternate
	Attendance
(Yes, No, Excused, Alternate)

	EPAC Chair
	CDR Samantha Spindel
	LCDR Michael Simpson
	Yes

	Executive Secretary
	LCDR Michael Simpson
	LCDR Timothy Martin
	Yes

	Chief Engineer 
	RADM Edward Dieser
	N/A
	Yes

	

	Awards
	CDR John Kathol
	CDR Michael Termont
	Yes

	
	CDR Matthew Mergenthaler
	LCDR Travis Sorum
	Yes

	Career Development
	LCDR Omobogie Amadasu
	LCDR Joshua Sims
	Yes

	
	CAPT Eric Hanssen
	CDR Leo Gumapas
	Yes

	Events
	LCDR Derrick Buck
	LCDR Timothy Martin
	Yes

	
	LCDR Michael Gifford
	CDR Jeremy "Bret" Nickels
	Yes

	Information
	CAPT Josh Simms
	LT Drew Katherine
	Yes

	
	LCDR Garrett Chun
	LT Adam Ramos
	Yes

	Public Health Engineering Practice
	CDR Leo Gumapas
	CDR Andrew Yang
	Alternate

	
	CDR James Coburn
	LCDR Hanniebey Wiyor 
	Alternate

	Readiness
	CDR Frank Chua
	CDR Shane Deckert
	Yes

	
	CDR Sean Bush
	CDR Mark Hench
	Yes

	Recruitment and Retention
	LCDR Praveen KC
	CDR William Fraser
	Yes

	
	LCDR Fred Kelly
	LCDR Kenneth Chen
	Yes

	Rules
	CDR Deb Cox
	CDR Stacey Yonce
	Alternate

	
	LCDR Matt Palo
	LT Christian Parra
	Yes

	Strategic Planning for Engineering
	CAPT David Harvey
	LT Melissa De Vera
	Excused

	
	CDR Sam Russell
	CDR David Gwisdalla
	Yes

	* When a member is not available, the Alternate can serve as the voting proxy.  
**See Appendix A for more information about each member, including hyperlinks to email addresses

	

	EPAC Liaisons

	CCWIAB
	CAPT Varsha Savalia
	CDR Theresa Grant
	Yes

	COA
	CDR Brad Cunningham
	CDR Nikhil Thakur
	Yes

	JOAG
	LT Colin Tack
	LT Jaison Eapen
	Yes

	SAME
	CDR Steve Sauer
	LT Kevin Remley
	Alternate



III. Chief Professional Officer (CPO) Remarks/Update (RADM Edward Dieser)
· Hold comments until closing to prevent interfering with Subcommittee Reports and Presentation

IV. EPAC Chair Remarks (EPAC Chair, CDR Samantha Spindel)
· The next Town Hall on Thursday October 8th from 2-3pm Eastern, just prior to our October EPAC call 
· Engineers are encouraged to send questions for CPO to address during his Town Hall to Event Lead, LT Drew Katherine (Drew.Katherine@fda.hhs.gov) by Friday, September 25th 

V. [bookmark: _Hlk28367390]Awards Subcommittee Discussion (CDR John Kathol, Vice Chair)  
A. Strategic Initiatives Team (Lead: LCDR Travis Sorum – travis.sorum@ihs.gov) 
· Revised EOY, EROY and Michael Award Nomination Forms have been sent to EPAC Chair for review and submission to RADM Dieser.  Awaiting feedback.  
· Based on feedback, direction will be made to utilize revised nominations forms and procedures in 2020 or 2021.   
· Begin outlining plan for updating Spring Award Forms and Nomination procedures.
· Have an updated form that is up to date will all current processes 
B. [bookmark: _Hlk33285925]SOP Initiative (Lead:  LCDR Abbas Bandukwala – Abbas.Bandukwala@fda.hhs.gov) 
· Reviewing Draft of SOP at the Subcommittee Chair Level
· Next  Step: Submit to EPAC Chair/CPO for Review (September)

VI. Career Development Subcommittee Discussion (report out by CDS member LT Adam Cooke)  
A. [bookmark: _Hlk33286976]PE Book Share/Donate (Lead: LCDR Omobogie Amadasu – omobogie.amadasu@ihs.gov) 
· Books shipped. 2 Engineers received out of 7 requests
· Requesting reimbursement for shipping
· [bookmark: _Hlk35705089]One officer offered to donate old books any others? 
B. CPO Fact Sheet (Lead: LCDR Omobogie Amadasu – omobogie.amadasu@ihs.gov) 
· Currently in development, awaiting feedback from CPO
C. Biomedical Initiative (Lead: LCDR Thomas Peter – Thomas.Peter@fda.hhs.gov) 
· Set to meet with CPO to discuss particulars later this month and align goals and project achievable
D. Honor the late CAPT (ret) Gladys Rodriguez  (Lead: Chair) 
· Finalized. Will post soon and send with Engineering Announcements 
E. Mentoring Program (Lead: Vice Chair)
· Development of database
F. Online Engineering Masters Programs Survey (Lead: LCDR Tyrrell Lang – Tyrrell.Lang@ihs.gov) 
· Pending survey to then be release

VII. Events Subcommittee Discussion (LCDR Derrick Buck, Chair)  
A. [bookmark: _Hlk37426112]Chief Engineer’s Quarterly Meeting (Lead: LT Drew Katherine – Drew.Katherine@fda.hhs.gov )
· Virtual – October 8, 2020; 2-3pm EST
· Quarterly Town Hall right before the EPAC General Meeting. Be on the lookout for a save-the-date.
B. AMSUS Annual Meeting (Lead: LCDR Michael Simpson – michael.simpson@fda.hhs.gov) 
· Gaylord Nation Resort and Convention Center, MD, Dec. 6-10, 2020
· AMSUS has switched to 100% online. Registration opens September 15th. Reduction in price.
· Looking into having the presentations recorded for CEUs after the event.
· Possible new awards, will let category know of potential engineer focused awards
· [bookmark: _Hlk37426120]Co-Leads: LCDR Michael Tollon, LCDR Hanniebey Wiyor
C. [bookmark: _Hlk48207620]E-Week (Lead: LT David Sullivan, David.Sullivan@fda.hhs.gov) 
· 2021 NSPE even is on Thursday, determining if to do morning of or afternoon prior
· Currently in the process of confirming the room and date
D. COF Symposium (Lead: LCDR Fred Kelly – fred.kelly@nih.gov)  
· Soliciting for abstracts later this year
· Possible Pre-Conference Training opportunity (Post-Disaster Response)
· Co-Lead: LCDR Matthew Palo, Lead-on-Deck: LCDR Michael Gifford
E. SAME – JETC (Lead: CDR Benjamin Marnell – benjamin_marnell@nps.gov) 
· Oregon Convention Center, OR, May 18-21, 2021
· An internal kickoff meeting is happening on Friday.
VIII. Information Subcommittee Discussion (CAPT Joshua Simms, Chair)  
A. [bookmark: _Hlk33288869]Content Management (Lead: CDR Jim Kohler – Kohler.James@epa.gov)
· Up to date on website requests
· Please check your Subcommittee pages for anything you would like 
· Submit update requests to EPAC-POSTINGS@LIST.NIH.GOV 
· Nothing new on the Anonymous Feedback section on website 
B. Newsletter (Lead: CDR Jason Peterson – Jason.Peterson@cms.hhs.gov) 
· We have received 5 articles for inclusion to date for the Fall 2020 EPAC Newsletter
· Final Fall 2020 Newsletter completed around the end of October 
C. Combined Category Newsletter (Lead: CDR Chris Vaught – Christopher.Vaught@ihs.gov)
· On hold

IX. [bookmark: _Hlk33289507]Public Health Engineering Practice Subcommittee Discussion (CDR Andrew Yang, Chair’s Alternate)
A. Administrative (Lead: Chair)
· Addressed comments in SOP from Rules Committee
· Uploaded SOP onto PHEP website
B. Article Publication and Review (Lead: Chair and Vice Chair) 
· Reviewed one article so far
· If you need assistance with peer reviewed or non-peer reviewed article, then PHEP/Publication Review Work Group is happy to help
· Email CDR James Coburn - james.coburn@fda.hhs.gov for article to be reviewed
· Reviews are to be completed within 14 calendar days

X. Readiness Subcommittee Discussion (CDR Frank Chua, Vice Chair)  
A. [bookmark: _Hlk33291641][bookmark: _Hlk48206262]Deployment Readiness Support (Lead: LCDR Michael Tollon – Michael.Tollon@fda.hhs.gov)
· Survey questions for Readiness Survey updated
· Working on identifying survey platform for distribution to voting members 
B. Readiness Training and Education: Training Curriculum (Lead: LCDR Steven Tidwell – steven_tidwell@nps.gov) 
· 2021 COA Pre-Conference training collaboration w/ Events SC on Post Disaster Safety Assessment Training of Buildings
C. Healthcare Facilities Training Initiative Developed (Lead: LCDR Praveen K.C. – KC.Praveen@epa.gov 
· Mini presentation on healthcare facilities codes (NFPA, ASHRAE, FGI) 
· Identify various trade tools and equipment (bolometer, anemometer, and differential air pressure gauge) that may be used during deployment.


D. Information Management/Engineer Booklet: Engineer Deployment Narrative (Lead: CDR Tara Bizjak - Tara.Gooen@fda.hhs.gov)
· 2019 Deployed Engineers Booklet under 508 compliance review
· COVID 19 Engineer Narratives Booklet anticipated complete by 9/30.

XI. [bookmark: _Hlk33289418]Recruitment and Retention Subcommittee Discussion (LCDR Fred Kelly, Chair)  
· [bookmark: _Hlk40374964]Voting Members: Please provide comments on draft survey by September 18th to focus on engineer roles and responsibilities amongst different agencies, deployment roles, and other efforts for PHS Modernization efforts
· Nothing substantive to report this month, meetings are bi-monthly with next meeting September 24th

XII. Rules Subcommittee Discussion (LCDR Matthew Palo, Chair)  
A. [bookmark: _Hlk42761867]Rules SOP (Lead: CDR Deb Cox – Cox.Deborah@epa.gov)
· Rules SOP is posted on EPAC website – https://dcp.psc.gov/OSG/engineer/documents/EPAC_Rules_Subcommittee_SOP_July_2020.pdf 
· Great job to all Subcommittees submitting SOPs for format review. 
· Continue to work with Subcommittees on their SOPs and expect all to be completed and posted by year end.
B. Voting Member Selection (Lead: CDR Deb Cox – Cox.Deborah@epa.gov) 
· [bookmark: _Hlk42761885]Congratulations to the new incoming voting members!
	Voting Member
	Agency
	Duty Station

	CDR Gregory Ault
	IHS
	Billings 
	MT

	CDR Tara Gooen Bizjak
	FDA
	Silver Spring
	MD

	CDR Stacey Yonce
	EPA
	Washington
	DC

	LCDR Melissa de Vera
	IHS
	Bemidji
	MN

	LCDR Michael Simpson
	FDA
	Silver Spring
	MD

	LCDR Travis Sorum
	IHS
	Ukiah
	CA

	LT Bryan Wimer
	CDC
	Morgantown
	WV



XIII. [bookmark: _Hlk33290446]Strategic Planning for Engineering Subcommittee Discussion (CDR Samuel Russell, Vice Chair)  
· [bookmark: _Hlk50624537]CDR Russell had a recent meeting with RADM Dieser and hope to provide a fulfilling update at next month’s call 

XIV. EPAC Funding Proposal
· Career Development Subcommittee (LCDR Omobogie Amadasu, Chair)
· PE Book Exchange Shipping Costs ($50)
· CDS is making old Civil PE reference books available for officers attempting to pass their PE exam. 
· Preference will be given to officers/civil servants with the least amount of experience. 
· The Career Development Chair donated his PE book and study material in hopes other potentially will, 
· This $50 will reimburse initial shipment and if this program was to continue then the CDS Chair/Project Lead would cover the cost and then ask EPAC for additional reimbursements 
· If there is interest further and the $50 runs out then there will be a future request, potentially for greater than $50 if there is more interest or books available
· Events Subcommittee (LCDR Derrick Buck, Chair)
· Flag Rain Covers and Shipping Cost ($137.17)
· The flag sets were approved for purchase in April of 2019
· Approved U.S. Flag Set & USPHS Set (04/09/2019): 	$370.00
· Approved Amendment for Mounting Set (08/08/2019):	$109.00
· The three (US, USPHS, and Flag Officer flags) rain covers are sold by the same company which is supplying the flag sets. Once the protective covers have been approved, the procurement of the flag sets and covers will be made

XV. General Discussion/Questions  
· No general questions discussed

[bookmark: _GoBack]
XVI. Statement of Intent for 2021 EPAC Chair Elect and 2022 EPAC Chair 
· LCDR Praveen K.C.

 

XVII. Commissioned Corps Women’s Issues Advisory Board Update (CAPT Varsha Savalia)  
· CCWIAB liaison to JOAG needed
· Maternal Mortality Initiative and Parental Leave Proposal: both pending update status from CCHQ
· Uniform Updates is coming. CCHQ confirmed some of the proposal from CCWAIB was incorporated but did not indicate which ones. 
· CCWAIB goal this year to develop OBC anti-harassment and discrimination resource and training.
· ACTION ITEM: Engineer Liaison for CCWIAB from Jan 2021 to Dec 2023. 
· Engineer will be a voting member of CCWAIB. Will need to attend both monthly CCWIAB calls and EPAC calls as well as be active member of the CCWIAB. Please contact CAPT Varsha B. Savalia at Varsha.Savalia@FDA.hhs.gov with your interest. 

XVIII. Commissioned Officer’s Association Update (CDR Brad Cunningham)  
· The Nothing substantive to report this month

XIX. Junior Officers Advisory Group Update (LT Colin Tack)  
· JOAG OY20-21 begins on 10/1/2020, my term is ending on 9/30/2020
· OY20-21 JOAG Chair is LCDR Beth Wittry
· Your new EPAC/JOAG Liaison for OY20-21 is LCDR Michael Wandersee
· It’s been my pleasure to serve in this role and I look forward to other opportunities to serve EPAC
· Please join us for a Journeyman Speaker Series (JSS) presentation on Friday, September 11th, 2020 at 1300-1400 EST
· CDR William Bird will be presenting on Overview of PACE – Prevention Through Active Community Engagement
· Conference Call Dial-in: 1-302-202-1106
Conference Code: 825385
· With the incoming Operational year there will be a great amount of volunteer opportunities within Subcommittees or even to lead Subcommittees

XX. Society of American Military Engineers Update (CDR Steve Sauer) 
· Executive Advisory Group (formerly USAG)  25 Aug 2020
· SAME briefed group on Small Business Conference (SBC) developments
· SAME briefed group on National Leader Development Program
· 1st years class graduated, 2nd class has one PHS officer
· Centennial Golden Eagles Awards postponed until Capital Week
· Project Management Agreement and Cost Estimating work groups gave updates
· Small Business Conference will be virtual but not the same as JETC
· Market Research Event
· No Chiefs Panel this year
· 8 Professional development tracks – 2 health care oriented
· 04-06 November 2020
· https://www.samesbc.org/about.cfm

XXI. Closing Remarks (RADM Edward Dieser)
· Difficult times continue and is most likely enhanced by schools starting back (remotely or in-person)
· Make time to take care of your own resiliency – there is not changes to the amount of leave to be carried over so I recommend using some this month if you can
· Remind officers to pursue getting physicals done, even if the PHU currently has a waiver, it is always best to do it now than rushing to do it later
· APFT waivers have expired as of 01 September therefore you have until the month of September to complete and log your APFT
· In August, RADM Dieser requested feedback from the category for the format of the current Town Halls by the ASH and SG as well as feedback for concerns of the category
· The concerns and recommendations were heard throughout the categories
· As a result, CPOs will have more input in future Town Halls to assist addressing all the questions
· More information on dates and times forthcoming
· CPO Town Hall in October and shortly after a Panel Discussion of Senior Engineers to address questions and their experiences, how their career has evolved and ways to demonstrate leadership in their agency
· Will focus on leadership but address other questions asked
· Those officers in the lowest quartile are required to receive counseling from senior officers, if you would like, RADM Dieser will offer the counseling, or if you have a senior officer in your agency, RADM Dieser can reach out for that possibility 
· Congratulations to those who earned the vote to be an incoming Voting Member but please be aware it is contingent on the Surgeon General’s approval
· Commend LCDR Praveen KC’s bid to bring the category together and help show the amazing diversity throughout the category and look forward to working with you as a deputy next year
· In 2018 I began working with a “Counsel of Captains” that help improve the Category Benchmarks
· In 2019 I was preoccupied with being the Board Chair for the Chief Professional Officers
· In 2020 The Counsel has requested to make their members public to help officers know who they can turn to for leadership and counseling advice
· Their names are in a forthcoming email

XXII. Closing Remarks and Adjourn (RADM Dieser and CDR Samantha Spindel)
· Voting Members: Reminder to vote by COB September 14 for two EPAC Funding Requests, currently have 30% of the votes
· For PE book exchange shipping costs by the Career Development Subcommittee
· For rain covers and shipping costs of flags by the Events Subcommittee
· Voting Members: Please provide recommendations for spending EPAC funds
· Please submit COVID-19 narratives to epacreadiness@gmail.com!


· Please continue to maintain your readiness. Check Self Service Platform for the latest announcements
· APFT Waiver expires in September
· Vaccinations are not automatically waived
· Thank you to all who have deployed!
· COSTEP applications are open until September 30, 2020 for Summer 2021 














Next EPAC Meeting
2nd Thursday of the Month
October 8th, 2020
1500 – 1600 EST

Webex: Start the meeting* 
*Click on URL and have system call you. 

OR Call In
Call-In Number: 210-795-0506
Meeting Access Code: 904 995 269

EPAC General Meeting
Meeting Minutes – September 10th, 2020
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APPENDIX A
2020 EPAC VOTING MEMBER FULL ROSTER
	Chief Engineer

	Term
	Name
	Rank
	Agency
	EPAC Role
	Location

	2018-2021
	Dieser, Edward
	RADM
	CDC
	Ex-Officio
	Atlanta, GA

	EPAC Voting Members

	Term
	Name
	Rank
	Agency
	EPAC Role
	Location

	2018-2020
	Spindel, Samantha
	CDR
	FDA
	EPAC Chair
	Beltsville, MD

	2018-2020
	Buck, Derrick
	LCDR
	IHS
	Events, Chair
	Tempe, AZ

	2018-2020
	Simms, Joshua
	CAPT
	FDA
	Information, Chair
	Silver Spring, MD

	2018-2020
	Harvey, David
	CAPT
	IHS
	Strategic Planning for Engineering, Chair
	Rockville, MD

	2018-2020
	Gumapas, Leo
	CDR
	NIH
	Public Health Engineering Practice, Chair
	Bethesda, MD

	2018-2020
	Palo, Matthew
	LCDR
	CDC
	Rules, Vice Chair
	Jamaica, NY

	2019-2021
	Hanssen, Eric
	CAPT
	NIH
	Career Development, Vice Chair
	Hamilton, MT

	2019-2021
	Amadasu, Omobogie
	LCDR
	IHS
	Career Development, Chair
	Rockville, MD

	2019-2021
	Bush, Sean
	CDR
	IHS
	Readiness, Vice Chair
	Escondido, CA

	2019-2021
	Praveen, KC
	LCDR
	EPA
	Recruitment and Retention, Chair
	Washington, DC

	2019-2021
	Cox, Deborah
	CDR
	EPA
	Rules, Chair
	Atlanta, GA

	2019-2021
	Russell, Sam
	CDR
	EPA
	Strategic Planning for Engineering, Vice Chair
	Washington, DC

	2020-2022
	Kathol, John
	CDR
	IHS
	Awards, Chair
	Tempe, AZ

	2020-2022
	Mergenthaler, Matthew
	CDR
	IHS
	Awards, Vice Chair
	Sacramento, CA

	2020-2022
	Gifford, Michael
	LCDR
	NPS
	Events, Vice Chair
	Washington, DC

	2020-2022
	Chun, Garrett
	LCDR
	NPS
	Information, Vice Chair
	Portal, CA

	2020-2022
	Coburn, James
	CDR
	FDA
	Public Health Engineering Practice, Vice Chair
	Silver Spring, MD

	2020-2022
	Chua, Frank
	CDR
	IHS
	Readiness, Chair
	Sacramento, CA

	2020-2022
	Kelly, Fred
	LCDR
	NIH
	Recruitment and Retention, Vice Chair
	Bethesda, MD

	Ex-Officio Volunteers

	2020
	Simpson, Michael
	LCDR
	FDA
	Executive Secretary
	Silver Spring, MD

	2020-2021
	Cunningham, Bradley
	CDR
	FDA
	COA Liaison
	Silver Spring, MD

	2019-2020
	Savalia, Varsha
	CAPT
	FDA
	CCWIAB Liaison
	San Antonio, TX

	2019-2020
	Tack, Colin
	LT
	FDA
	JOAG Liaison
	Jamaica, NY

	2019-2020
	Sauer, Steve
	CDR
	IHS
	SAME Liaison
	Spokane, WA


*Clicking on the Voting Member name will open their email address
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Health Facilities Engineer’s Role:           
COVID-19 Deployment


Engineer Professional Advisory Committee 1


LCDR Praveen K.C.


September 2020 Update







Objective


 What to expect during COVID deployment


 What is expected of you on the ground


 How to prepare for COVID-19 Deployment


Engineer Professional Advisory Committee 2September 2020 Update







What to expect during COVID 
deployment


 Two Scenarios:


 An established hospital


 A make shift facility – Could 
be tent hospital, auditorium


Engineer Professional Advisory Committee 3


Phoenix Indian Medical Center, Phoenix, AZ


September 2020 Update
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HEALTH Healthcare 
Provider


Safety (PPE)
Engineering 


Controls


Patient 
Care


Leadership/ 
Policy


Healthcare Support







What to expect during COVID 
deployment


 An Established Hospital:
 Hospital maxed out of its regular capacity
 All Infection Isolations rooms and regular patient care rooms are 


used to treat COVID Patients.
 Most likely an old structure and aged mechanical, electrical and 


computer system
 Facility and clinician staff stressed out, over worked and some 


contracting to COVID-19
 Facilities department converting regular exam rooms to treat COVID 


patients by modifying HVAC and Mechanical Systems
 Risk Assessment


 AHJ’s concurrence for temporary modification
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What is expected of you on the 
ground


 Facilities Engineer:
 Good Knowledge of FGI Guidelines, NFPA 101 and 99, IBC and IMC 


Code
 Knowledge of CDC guidelines
 Understanding of Mechanical and Electrical system of Healthcare 


Facilities
 Design and Cost estimation (labor and material)
 Project management
 Building Automation System
 Troubleshooting experience of Mechanical and Electrical systems
 Coordination with safety officer
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How to prepare:
 Before deployment:


 CDC Guidelines for Dental Setting: 
Optimize the Use of Engineering 
Controls 
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/201
9-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html)


 CDC Guideline: Guidelines for 
Environmental Infection Control in 
Health-Care Facilities 
(https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol
/pdf/guidelines/environmental-
guidelines-P.pdf)


 NFPA Code 101 and 99 as well as  IBC 
and IMC if facilities re Tribally owned


 FGI Guidelines


 During first couple of days of 
deployment: 
 Familiarize with hospital’s policy for 


infection control and COVID policy.
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html

https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/pdf/guidelines/environmental-guidelines-P.pdf





Closing and Questions
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Contact:


LCDR Praveen KC, P.E., CEM, LEED GA


Chair : Recruitment and Retention 
Subcommittee, EPAC


Email: KC.Praveen@epa.gov


Office: 202-564-5044


Cell 202-845-3450



mailto:KC.Praveen@epa.gov
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Statement of Interest for 2021 EPAC Chair Elect and 2022 EPAC Chair
LCDR Praveen K.C.


Immigrating to this country with language and cultural differences, I 


learned to be observant of how people from different cultures think, react 


and interact. I learned how to work effectively with people of different 


perspectives, cultures, and backgrounds. Engineer officers are no 


different, variety of disciplines, agencies and missions. I know from 


experience how firm engineers can be of our opinions but I also know 


how open we are to different ideas if facts support them. We are result 


oriented and result here is to protect, promote, and advance the health and 


safety of our Nation as well as expand the Engineer Category. I am no 


different, I am always open to new ideas. For me, a leader not only leads 


from the front but also walks with and supports friends, family, and 


colleagues when needed, and that is who I am. 


During my tenure with EPAC, I have worked directly under the past EPAC Chairs CAPT Harvey and 


CDR Russel, current Chair CDR Spindel, and Chair elect CDR Cox. From these leaders I have learned 


how dedicated and motivated leaders operate and how to support our PAC. My past and present leadership 


experience includes Chair(2019-2020) and vice chair(2018) of the R&R subcommittee, and voting 


member of EPAC(2016-2018, 2019-2021). Serving as a Team lead of Vacancy Listing group since 2017 


( was member of the group 2015-2017). As a Chair and Vice chair of R&R subcommittee, I have been 


leading the team of 15 highly motivated and talented senior and junior officers. Additionally, I am a 


founder, founding president, and director(since 2011) of Nepali Samaj Alaska, nonprofit organization. 


Please See CV summary for detailed EPAC experience, contribution and officership. 


With my experience serving in EPAC in both a leadership position and as a voting member, I 


humbly submit my name for consideration for 2021 EPAC Chair Elect and 2022 EPAC Chair. If given


an opportunity, I will be honored to serve as your EPAC chair and Chair.  List below includes my vision 


for EPAC: 


• With my experience as current Chair of recruitment and retention subcommittee, I will work with all 
EPAC subcommittees to emphasize and focus our energy on retention of our current officers as there 
are so many unknowns with PHS Modernization effort and promotion rate.


• COSTEP is a backbone for expansion of the Engineer Category. This program provides students an 
experience of PHS even before they commit to it. Post COVID, I will encourage, not just R&R 
subcommittee members, but all officers in the engineer category to get involved in college career 


fairs, reaching out to colleges and universities to promote COSTEP. All involved officers will be 


recognized for their time and effort.


• Create a Deployment Support Team that will provide engineering support to officers that have been 
deployed by providing a professional opinion. This will also add value of the engineering category for 
CCHQ in airborne/aerosol infection or natural disaster  deployment.


• Create a document repository within the Readiness Subcommittee to save checklists and guidelines or 
any deployment relevant documents our officers create during their deployment.


• By the time I am Chair, we will have some idea of the Ready Reserve system. If requested, I will work 
with CCHQ for a smooth incorporation of the Ready Reserve in the Engineer Category.
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Readiness Subcommittee

COVID -19 Narrative Questionnaire 



The U.S. is facing a historic pandemic with COVID-19, which has impacted everyone’s lives. The engineer category has an opportunity to communicate its impact on public health, and to document the roles of engineers for posterity. Please take some time to document how this has impacted your professional life either through your deployment role or your agency.

If Applicable, Name of Deployment for 2020 Name of Deployment

Rank, First and Last Names, Professional Credentials

If Applicable, Deployment Team: Deployment Team or Tier Name

OPDIV: your agency

Email Address: your email address

[bookmark: _GoBack]1. What is your current assignment in USPHS?



2. What was the mission of your deployment or focus of your COVID-19-related activities?



3. What was your understanding of your role before deployment?  Was that your role during your deployment?



4. What would you consider your major accomplishment?



5. What were some of the challenges that you faced or experienced during your deployment or COVID-related activities?



6. What are some of your best memories from the experience?



7. Do you have any advice to share with fellow engineer officers that are responding to address the pandemic?



8. If applicable, how was your post deployment/reintegration experience? Was it a smooth transition back to your daily activities?



9. Please feel free to share anything else regarding your deployment or COVID-related activities to highlight your experiences or to increase the readiness of fellow officers.



10. Please send any related photos authorized for public release (along with photo credit) to epacreadiness@gmail.com.
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