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Section A.  Purpose and Scope

This Instruction states the conditions and the procedures under which payment may
be made for expenses incident to certification of a commissioned officer by a
recognized national specialty board, or a comparable professional organization.
(For information on payment of State license fees, refer to Personnel INSTRUCTION
2, CC25.3)

Section B.  Legal Basis

1. Section 218(a) of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 218(a)) and
Sections 21.201-204 of the PHS Regulations constitute the legal basis for
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payment of examination fees as prescribed by this Instruction.  Under
these authorities, a commissioned officer who is assigned to a training
program is entitled to reimbursement for "necessary expenses incident to
such attendance."

2. Section 404, Title 37, U.S. Code, and Paragraph 3050 of the Joint Travel
Regulations are the authorities for payment of travel expenses under the
conditions stated in this Instruction.  Under these authorities, a
commissioned officer may be authorized payment of travel expenses when
the examination is required as a matter of "public business" within the
contemplation of the Joint Travel Regulations.

Section C.  Eligibility Criteria

1. Specialty Board Examination Fees.  Payment may be made for specialty
board application and examination fees incurred by an officer in taking
examinations given by recognized specialty boards to determine
qualifications in the various specialized fields.  Such payment, however,
is authorized only to the extent that such examination is considered part
of an officer's training under Section 218 of the PHS Act (i.e., an
examination to test the results of the training).  Where an officer has
had at least one year of the specialty training under Section 218 of the
PHS Act, a specialty board examination taken in connection with such
training shall be considered to be the appropriate examination to test
the results of such training.

2. Travel Expenses.  Travel expenses for the purpose of taking examinations
may be authorized when--

a. an officer is authorized payment of application and examination fees
for specialty board certification as provided in paragraph 1, above;
or

b. an officer has received no training or less than one year of
training under Section 218 of the Public Health Service Act but
specialty board certification is directly related and essential to
the proper execution of the programs of the Department.  An officer
will not be entitled to reimbursement for application and
examination fees under these circumstances.

3. Service Obligation.  Payment of travel expenses and fees under the
provisions of this Instruction will not obligate an officer for any
specific period of active duty subsequent to the examination.  Approval
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or disapproval, however, will be based upon careful consideration of the
staffing needs of the Service and the extent to which board certification
of the officer will fulfill those needs.  Recommending and approval
officials will take into consideration the officer's plans for continued
active service.  Under no circumstances will either the specialty board
examination fees or travel expenses be authorized or approved, if, at the
time the examination is to be taken, it is known that the officer
contemplates separation from active duty.

Section D.  Approval Requirements

1. Specialty Board Examination Fees.  Payment of specialty board examination
fees must be approved by the operating agency head 1/ or his designee, on
Form PHS-4907 (see Exhibit I) in accordance with procedures prescribed by
the operating agency.  While the payment of the examination fees should
ordinarily be approved in advance, it is not required that such approval
be received prior to taking the examination.  The payment of the
examination fees may be approved subsequent to the taking of the
examination if the circumstances of a particular case warrant such
action.  On the other hand, if travel is involved, an officer must have
advance approval in order to receive payment of travel costs (see
paragraph 2, below).

2. Travel Expenses.  Payment of travel costs must be authorized in advance.
In this connection, paragraph 3000 of the Joint Travel Regulations
provides, "No reimbursement for travel is authorized unless orders by
competent authority have been issued therefor."  In addition, this
paragraph further provides that reimbursement for travel is not
authorized when the travel is performed in anticipation of or prior to
the receipt of orders.  An officer, therefore, cannot be retroactively
issued orders for travel that was performed before the issuance of
competent orders.

Section E.  Payment of Fees and Expenses

1. Issuance of Travel Orders.  If travel expenses are involved, travel will
be authorized in a Temporary Duty Travel Order.  The Order shall include

___________________________
1/ Director, Commissioned Personnel Operations Division, OPT, for officers

detailed to the Office of the Secretary.
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the following statement:  "Travel (and payment of fees) has (have) been
approved by (name and title of approving official) in accordance with
Personnel Instruction 1, Sub-Chapter CC25.3, Commissioned Corps Personnel
Manual."

2. Claiming Reimbursement.  The officer will ordinarily pay the application
and examination fees direct to the examining board from personal funds
and obtain receipts necessary to substantiate his request for
reimbursement.  A claims voucher shall have attached to it the original
receipt, cancelled personal check or facsimile thereof, and the original
copy of Form PHS-4907 which authorizes the financial support.

a. When travel is involved, the amount of fees will be included on the
SF-1012, Travel Voucher, along with claims for per diem and
miscellaneous reimbursable expenses (Joint Travel Regulations,
Chapter 4, Parts E, F, I or K) incurred in connection with travel.

b. When travel is not involved, claims for reimbursement will be
submitted on SF-1034, Public Voucher for Purchases and Services
Other Than Personal, after the examination has been taken.

Section F.  Reports of Specialty Board
Examination Results

1. The officer will send a copy of the notification of results of the
specialty examination or membership appointment to:

a. The approving official and/or other official as may be required by
the operating agency.

b. Director, Commissioned Personnel Operations Division.




