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Section A. Pur pose and Scope

Thi s I NSTRUCTI ON prescri bes circunstances under whi ch Public Heal th Service (PHS)
conmmi ssioned officers are directed to wear the PHS uniform

Section B. Authority

See Section B of I NSTRUCTION 1, "General Information on Uniforms and Appearance, "
of this Subchapter.

Section C. Directive to Wear the PHS Uniform

Al PHS officers inthe United States and the Cormonweal th of Puerto Ri co, except
of ficers participating in the Conm ssioned Oficer Student Training and Extern
Program (COSTEP) and in the Senior COSTEP, shall wear the official PHS uniform
of their grade in accordance with the policy prescribed by the head of their
Agency (see definition in INSTRUCTION 1, Section C, of this Subchapter) when
assigned by a Personnel Order to active duty for a period in excess of 30 days.
However, a COSTEP or Sr. COSTEP participant may be directed by the Director,
Di vi si on of Conmi ssi oned Personnel (DCP), O fice of the Surgeon General, to wear
the uni form under provisions prescribed by the Director, DCP. An Agency shall
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not prescribe rules that call for wearing the uniformless often than one wor kday
per week. 1In the absence of a policy that prescribes how frequently the uniform
is to be worn, officers shall wear the uniform at |east one workday per week.
For rules pertaining to PHS officers assigned to another Uniforned Service and
to officers outside the United States, see INSTRUCTION 1 of this Subchapter.

Certain officers may be exenpt fromthe requirenent to wear the uni formunder the

provi sions of Section E, below. Such officers are nonethel ess responsible for
owni ng and mai ntai ni ng the required conponents of the Service Dress Bl ue uniform

Section D. Uni f or m Al | owance

An officer is entitled to a one-tine uniformall owance when directed to wear the
uni form For additional information, see |INSTRUCTION 3, Subchapter CC22.4,
"Uni form Al | owance. "

Section E. Exenptions from Requirenent to Wear the Uniform

1. Assignnent to Mlitary. An officer assigned to a mlitary service or to the
Department of Defense in a position not nornally requiring a uniformto be
worn is not required to wear the uniform if so determ ned under the
provi sions of the assignment agreenent. However, this does not relieve the
officer fromthe responsibility to own and wear the uniform as appropriate,
to nmeet other PHS requirenents.

2. Assignment to U.S. Coast Guard. An officer assigned to the U S. Coast Guard
(CG for extended active duty (i.e., duty other than tenporary duty) shall
wear the wuniform prescribed for wear by CG officers as required by CG
regul ati ons. See INSTRUCTION 1, of this Subchapter for insignia and
di stinctive markings of the CG uniformthus worn.

I nactive reserve officers who participate in CGactivities by invitation from
CG and with the perm ssion of PHS, may wear the CG uniformas described above
when so participating.

3. Non-Federal Assignment. An officer assigned to a non-Federal Agency, or in
Leave without Pay Status, is not required to wear the uniform at the
officer's duty station. However, this does not relieve the officer fromthe
responsibility to own and wear the uniform as appropriate, to neet other PHS
requi renents.

4. Program specific Needs. A program nmay request that officers in specific
assignnments not be required to wear the uniform However, this does not
relieve such officers fromtheir responsibility to own and wear the uniform
as appropriate, to nmeet other PHS requirenents. A request for an exenption
from the requirement to wear the uniform shall specifically address why
wearing the uniformis not in the best interest of the officer and PHS, shall
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be endorsed by the Agency Head or Regional Health Admnistrator, as
appropriate, and submtted to:

Director

Di vi si on of Conmmi ssi oned Personnel
O fice of the Surgeon General, PHS
Room 4- 35 Par kl awn Bui | di ng
Rockville, MD 20857-0001

5. Local Exenptions. The Local Uniform Authority shall determ ne under what
circunstances officers shall not be required to wear the uniform for brief
and i nfrequent periods. Exanple: An officer is assigned to office duties in
an area where the uniformof the day is Service Dress Blue. The officer nust
be present during a short period when the office space is being renovated to
direct and oversee the construction. The officer nmay be exenpted from
wearing the uniformduring such period.

6. Geographic Exenption. Officers in |ocations other than the United States and
the Commonweal th of Puerto are prohibited from wearing the uniform unless
specifically directed or authorized to wear the uniformby the Director, DCP.
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