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MANUAL:  Personnel
Chapter Series CC--Commissioned Corps Personnel Manual
Part 2--Commissioned Corps Personnel Administration

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
Public Health Service

Chapter CC27--Recognition and Awards
Sub-Chapter CC27.4--Military Awards
Personnel INSTRUCTION 1--Eligibility Requirements for Service Ribbons and
                         Awards

Section A.  Purpose and Scope

1. To outline the circumstances and conditions under which Public Health
Service officers are authorized to wear military or naval awards
evidencing service in time of war.

2. Procedure for obtaining authority to wear decorations and awards on the 
Public Health Service uniform is contained in Personnel Instruction 1, 
Sub-Chapter CC27.9.

Section B.  Background

1. As provided by law (PHS Act) and prescribed by regulations of the Public
Health Service (Section 21.251), commissioned officers of the Service
are authorized to wear medals, ribbons, or decorations authorized to be
worn by members of the Armed Forces to signify service in time of war
or service in any theatre of operations under circumstances and conditions
comparable to service performed by members of the Armed Forces.  For this
purpose, time of war includes the period from December 7, 1941, until
April 28, 1952, when World War II was officially terminated.

2. A commissioned officer of the Service may be entitled to wear military
awards which are not listed in this Instruction.  However, such award
may be worn only if an officer served as a member of, or was detailed
to, one of the Armed Forces, the award was made by one of the services
comprising the Armed Forces, and the award was documented in official
orders of the service concerned, Separation Documents, or other official
forms.

Section C.  American Campaign Medal

1. Requirements.  Service within the American Theater between December 7,
1941, and March 2, 1946, under any of the following conditions:

a. On permanent assignment outside the continental limits of the United
States.

b. Permanently assigned as a member of a crew of a vessel sailing ocean
waters for a period of 30 consecutive days or 60 days not
consecutive.
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c. Outside the continental limits of the United States in a passenger
status or on temporary duty for 30 consecutive days or 60 days not
consecutive.

d. In active combat against the enemy and was awarded a combat decora-
tion or furnished a certificate by the commanding general of a corps,
higher unit, or independent force that he actually participated in
combat.  1/

e. Within the continental limits of the United States for an aggregate
period of 1  year.

2. Boundaries of American Theater.

a. Eastern Boundary.  From the North Pole, south along the 75th meridian
west longitude to the 77th parallel north latitude, thence southeast
through Davis Strait to the intersection of the 40th parallel north
latitude and the 35th meridian west longitude, thence south along the
meridian to the 10th parallel north latitude, thence southeast to the
intersection of the Equator and the 20th meridian west
longitude, thence south along the 20th meridian west longitude to the 
South Pole.

b. Western Boundary.  From the North Pole, south along the 141st meridian
west longitude  to the east boundary of Alaska, thence south and
southeast along the Alaska boundary to the Pacific Ocean, thence south
along the 130th meridian to its  intersection with the 30th parallel
north latitude, thence southeast to the intersection of the Equator
and the 100th meridian west longitude, thence south to the South Pole.

Section D.  Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal

1. Requirements:  Service within the Asiatic-Pacific Theater between December
7, 1941, and March 2, 1946 under any of the following conditions:

a. On permanent assignment.

b. In a passenger status or on temporary duty for 30 consecutive days or
60 days not consecutive.

c. In active combat against the enemy and was awarded a combat decoration
or furnished  a certificate by the commanding general of a corps or
higher unit or independent force that he actually participated in
combat.  1/

2. Boundaries.

a. Eastern boundary.  Coincident with the western boundary of the
American Theater (Section C).
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1/ Awarded under this condition only if detailed to a branch of the Armed
Forces.

b.  Western boundary.  From the North Pole south along the 60th meridian
east longitude to its intersection with the east boundary of Iran,
thence south along the Iran boundary to the Gulf of Oman and the
intersection of the 60th meridian east longitude, thence south along
the 60th meridian east longitude to the South Pole.

Section E.  African-Middle Eastern
Campaign Medal

1. Requirements:  Service within the European-African-Middle Eastern Theater
between December 7, 1941, and November 8, 1945 under any of the conditions
as prescribed in Section D1.

2. Boundaries.

a. Eastern boundary.  Coincident with the western boundary of the
Asiatic-Pacific Theater (Section D).

b. Western boundary.  Coincident with the eastern boundary of the
American Theater (Section C).

Section F.  Philippine Defense Ribbon

1. Requirements:  Service in the defense of the Philippines from December 8,
1941 to June 15, 1942, under either of the following conditions:

a. Participated in any engagement against the enemy in Philippine
territory, in Philippine waters, or in the air over the Philippines or
over Philippine waters.

b. Assigned or stationed in Philippine territory or in Philippine waters
for not less than 30 days during the period.

Section G.  Philippine Liberation Ribbon

1. Requirements:  Service in the liberation of the Philippines from October
17, 1944, to September 3, 1945, under any of the following conditions:

a. Participated in the initial landing operations on Leyte or adjoining
islands from October 17, 1944, to October 20, 1944.  An individual will
be considered as having participated in such operations if he landed on
Leyte or adjoining islands, was on ship in Philippine waters, or was a
crew member of an airplane which flew over Philippine territory during
the period.

b. Participated in any engagement against the enemy during the campaign
on Leyte and adjoining islands.
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c. Participated in any engagement against the enemy on islands other than
those included in a, above.

d. Served in the Philippine Islands or on ships in Philippine waters for
not less than 30 days during the period.

Section H.  World War II Victory Medal

Requirements.  Service between December 7, 1941, and December 31, 1946, both
dates inclusive.

Section I.  National Defense Service Medal

1. Requirements.  Honorable active service for any period between June 27,
1950, and July 27, 1954.  Commissioned officers of the Service are not
eligible to wear this medal for active duty with the Service after April
28, 1952, the official end of World War II unless he was a member of, or
detailed to a branch of the Armed Forces and has been  authorized to wear
such medal by that service.

2. Exclusions.  For the purpose of this award, the following officers will
not be considered as performing active service:

a. Reserve officers on short tours of active duty for training purposes.

b. Reserve officers on temporary active duty to serve on boards, courts,
commissions, etc.

c. Any person on active duty for the sole purpose of undergoing a
physical examination.

d. Any person on active duty for purposes other than extended active
duty.

Section J.  Korean Service Medal

1. Requirements.  Service between June 27, 1950, and July 27, 1954, under any
of the following conditions.  (Note: An officer is not eligible to wear
this medal for service after April 28, 1952, the official end of World War
II, unless he was a member of, or detailed to, a branch of the Armed
Forces and has been authorized to wear such medal by that service.)

a. Within the territorial limits of Korea or in waters immediately
adjacent thereto; or

b. With a unit under the operational control of the Commander in Chief,
Far East, other than one within the territorial limits of Korea, which

has been designated by the Commander in Chief, Far East, as having
directly supported the military effort in Korea; or

c. Was furnished an individual certificate by the Commander in Chief,



CC27.4  SERVICE RIBBONS AND MEDALS    PERSONNEL INSTRUCTION l         PAGE 5

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES     T.S.  PHS-CC 164          10/20/69

Far East, testifying to material contribution made in direct support
of the military effort in Korea.

d. The service prescribed must have been performed while--

(1) On permanent assignment; or

(2) On temporary duty for 30 consecutive days or 60 days not
consecutive; or

(3) In active combat against the enemy under conditions other
than those prescribed in (1) and (2) above, provided a
combat decoration has been awarded or an individual
certificate has been furnished by the commander of an
independent force or of a division, ship, or air group, or
comparable or higher unit, testifying to such combat credit.

Section K.  United Nations Service Medal

Requirements.  An officer awarded the Korean Service Medal automatically
establishes eligibility for the United Nations Service Medal.

Section L.  Attachments

Service stars, letter devices, and clasps, etc. are authorized to denote
battle participation credit and are worn on the suspension ribbons of
medals and on ribbons (ribbon bars).  An officer of the Public Health Service
may not wear such attachments unless he was a member of, or detailed to,
a branch of the Armed Forces and was assigned to a unit awarded such
decoration.  Mere presence in a theater during the period of a campaign 
does not automatically entitle an officer to wear any of these attachments.


