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Section A. Pur pose and Scope

This I NSTRUCTI ON sets forth the policy and procedures by which officers of the
Public Health Service (PHS) Conm ssioned Corps shall be authorized to wear
non- PHS awards on the PHS uniform Awards, as used in this I NSTRUCTI ON, include
decorations, nedals, ribbon bars, and attachnents bestowed upon PHS of ficers by
ot her uni forned services.

Section B. Authorities

1. 42 U S.C 216(a) authorizes the President to prescribe uniformregul ations
for the PHS Commi ssioned Corps. That authority was delegated to the
Secretary by Executive Order 11140. The basic Secretarial regulations are
contained in INSTRUCTION 1, Subchapter CC46.3, "Uniform Regul ations," of
this manual ; and | NSTRUCTION 1, Subchapter CCA7.4, "Decorations," of this
manual .

2. The authority to adm ni ster the PHS Comm ssi oned Cor ps has been del egated to
the Surgeon GCeneral as set forth in 53 Federal Register 5046-5047,
February 19, 1988. Pursuant to this authority, the Surgeon Ceneral has
del egated the authority for daily adm nistration of the PHS Conm ssi oned
Corps to the Director, Division of Comr ssioned Personnel (DCP), Ofice of
t he Surgeon General (0OSG).
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Section C.  Policy

1. No officer shall wear any non-PHS award, as defined in this | NSTRUCTI ON
unl ess authorized to do so by the Director, DCP

2. PHS pernmits the wearing of all honor ribbons and nedal s awarded by other
uni formed services, as well as service awards that designate specific types
of service (e.g., Humanitarian Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, etc.)
However, ribbons and nmedal s awarded by other services that are not honorary
or do not show specific service are not authorized for wear on the PHS
uni form

3. PHS also permits the wearing of badges earned while serving in other

uni formed services if they are relevant to the mssion of PHS. The
appropri at eness of any badge in question will be determ ned by the Director
DCP.

4. \Whoever knowi ngly wears any decoration or medal authorized by Congress for
the Arned Forces, or any of the Service nedals, ribbon bars, etc., awarded
to the nenbers of such forces, except when authorized under regul ati ons nade
pursuant to law, shall be subject to fine and/or inprisonnment (18 U S.C
704).

Section D. Procedures

1. An officer seeking permission to wear a non-PHS award nust submt
appropriate docunentation (e.g., form DD 214) to the Awards Coordi nator,
DCP, (see address below) to substantiate his/her entitlenment to the award.

Awar ds Coor di nat or

Di vi si on of Comnmi ssi oned Personnel / OSG
Par kl awn Bui | di ng, Room 4- 35

5600 Fi shers Lane

Rockville, MD 20857-0001

2. DCPwll furnish the officer with form PHS-3967, "Authorization for Waring

of Awards," that includes the awards aut horized for wear on the uniform and
an i nformati on nenorandumtitled "Authorization for Waring Non- PHS Awar ds. "

Section E. Privacy Act Provisions

Personnel records are subject to the provisions of the Privacy Act of 1974. The
applicable system of records is: 09-37-0002, "PHS Conm ssioned Corps Cenera
Personnel Records," HHS/ OASH OSG

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVI CES T.S. PHS- CC 553 8/ 24/ 92



