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Section A.  Purpose and Scope

This INSTRUCTION sets forth the policy and procedures by which officers of the
Public Health Service (PHS) Commissioned Corps shall be authorized to wear
non-PHS awards on the PHS uniform.  Awards, as used in this INSTRUCTION, include
decorations, medals, ribbon bars, and attachments bestowed upon PHS officers by
other uniformed services.

Section B.  Authorities

1. 42 U.S.C. 216(a) authorizes the President to prescribe uniform regulations
for the PHS Commissioned Corps.  That authority was delegated to the
Secretary by Executive Order 11140.  The basic Secretarial regulations are
contained in INSTRUCTION 1, Subchapter CC46.3, "Uniform Regulations," of
this manual; and INSTRUCTION 1, Subchapter CC47.4, "Decorations," of this
manual.

2. The authority to administer the PHS Commissioned Corps has been delegated to
the Surgeon General as set forth in 53 Federal Register 5046-5047,
February 19, 1988.  Pursuant to this authority, the Surgeon General has
delegated the authority for daily administration of the PHS Commissioned
Corps to the Director, Division of Commissioned Personnel (DCP), Office of
the Surgeon General (OSG).
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Section C.  Policy

1. No officer shall wear any non-PHS award, as defined in this INSTRUCTION,
unless authorized to do so by the Director, DCP.

2. PHS permits the wearing of all honor ribbons and medals awarded by other
uniformed services, as well as service awards that designate specific types
of service (e.g., Humanitarian Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, etc.)
However, ribbons and medals awarded by other services that are not honorary
or do not show specific service are not authorized for wear on the PHS
uniform.

3. PHS also permits the wearing of badges earned while serving in other
uniformed services if they are relevant to the mission of PHS.  The
appropriateness of any badge in question will be determined by the Director,
DCP.

4. Whoever knowingly wears any decoration or medal authorized by Congress for
the Armed Forces, or any of the Service medals, ribbon bars, etc., awarded
to the members of such forces, except when authorized under regulations made
pursuant to law, shall be subject to fine and/or imprisonment (18 U.S.C.
704).

Section D.  Procedures

1. An officer seeking permission to wear a non-PHS award must submit
appropriate documentation (e.g., form DD 214) to the Awards Coordinator,
DCP, (see address below) to substantiate his/her entitlement to the award.

Awards Coordinator
Division of Commissioned Personnel/OSG
Parklawn Building, Room 4-35
5600 Fishers Lane
Rockville, MD  20857-0001

2. DCP will furnish the officer with form PHS-3967, "Authorization for Wearing
of Awards," that includes the awards authorized for wear on the uniform and
an information memorandum titled "Authorization for Wearing Non-PHS Awards."

Section E.  Privacy Act Provisions

Personnel records are subject to the provisions of the Privacy Act of 1974.  The
applicable system of records is:  09-37-0002, "PHS Commissioned Corps General
Personnel Records," HHS/OASH/OSG.


