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Section A.  Purpose and Scope

This INSTRUCTION outlines the responsibilities and duties necessary to implement
the provisions of the Federal Voting Assistance Act of 1955, as amended.

Section B.  Federal Voting Assistance Act

Public Law 84-296, "The Federal Voting Assistance Act of 1955" as amended (50
U.S.C. 1451 et seq., also cited in 42 U.S.C. 1973cc - 1973cc-26) provides the
basis for a Government wide program offering absentee voter assistance to certain
categories of individuals.  The law recommends that each State allow certain
citizens living temporarily away from their legal voting places to vote in all
elections.  These citizens include members of the Armed Forces and the Merchant
Marine, while in the active service, their spouses and dependents, and other
citizens temporarily residing outside the United States.  For purposes of the
Act, "Armed Forces" include the Commissioned Corps of the Public Health Service.

The Act authorizes the President to designate someone to supervise the
administration of Federal voting assistance responsibilities.  The Secretary of
Defense, as Presidential designee, coordinates the Federal program which
encourages and assists those absent from their residences to vote, and makes
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available information about absentee voting, registration requirements, and dates
of impending elections.

Section C.  Responsibilities

1. Headquarters, division or institute directors, program directors, and
officers in charge of field activities, or their designees, will act as
voting officers to assist PHS commissioned personnel within their respective
organizations, as well as their spouses and dependents, with absentee
voting.  Voting officers are also responsible for requesting the material
itemized in subparagraphs 2(a), 2(b), and 2(c), below, for distribution to
PHS commissioned personnel.

2. The Commissioned Personnel Operations Division (CPOD), Office of Personnel
Management (OPM), Office of Management (OM), PHS, will have
responsibility for ordering and distributing to voting officers the
following materials:

(a) The Department of Defense pamphlet "Voting Assistance Guide," issued
periodically and containing information about voting and registration
requirements in the various States;

(b) The "Federal Post Card Application for Absentee Ballot (FPCA)," SF-76,
a postage-free card printed and distributed by the Federal Government
for use by absentee voters covered under the Act; and

(c) Department of Defense memorandums containing information on election
dates in the various States and changes in election laws occurring
since the latest publication of the "Voting Assistance Guide."

For information and copies of the above materials the voting officers should
contact:

Commissioned Personnel Operations Division, OPM, OM, PHS
Room 4-35, Parklawn Building
5600 Fishers Lane
Rockville, Maryland 20857

Officers unable to contact their voting officers, or to obtain necessary
information or materials, should write to the above address requesting
absentee voter assistance.

Section D.  Duties of Voting Officers

1. Each voting officer should:
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(a) Become familiar with the information contained in the "Voting
Assistance Guide."  The wide variation in State voting laws
requires that voting officers consult the summaries of the laws
of the States, contained in the Guide, before counseling any
person on how to apply for voter registration or an absentee
ballot;

(b) Provide commissioned personnel and their spouses and dependents with
current information on State absentee registration and voting
requirements and procedures;

(c) Supply the FPCA to those who desire to use it to apply for absentee
ballots;

(d) Assist officers and their spouses and dependents in applying for
absentee ballots.  Necessary certifications on applications and
balloting forms can be made, if permitted under State law, by officials
and officers delegated this authority under Delegations of Authority in
Part 3 of this manual; and

(e) Coordinate responses from their agencies or staff offices in the
post-election surveys conducted by the Department of Defense.

Section E.  Eligibility to Vote

1. Exhibit 1 contains information on how to complete the FPCA, which is the
standard application for absentee voting accepted by most States from
those individuals covered by the Federal Voting Assistance Act of 1955, as
amended.

2. It is the responsibility of the appropriate State election official, not the
voting officer, to determine an individual's eligibility to vote under the
laws of a particular State.  An individual who is unsure of his/her
eligibility to vote by absentee ballot in any election should make inquiries
of the Secretary of State or other appropriate election official of his/her
voting residence, as to what steps he/she must take to register or to meet
other requirements in order to be eligible to vote in that State.

3. Many States also have other systems of absentee registration and voting that
apply to other specific categories of persons or all absentee voters in
addition to procedures that may have been established under the Federal
Voting Assistance Act of 1955, as amended.  Furthermore, some officers and
their spouses and dependents covered under the Federal Voting Assistance Act
of 1955, as amended, may also be eligible to vote absentee under the
Overseas Citizens Voting Rights Act of 1975 (42 U.S.C. 1973dd - 1973dd-5).
Commissioned officers should consult their voting officers and/or the
Secretary of State or other election officials of their State for more
information on these alternative absentee voting procedures.




