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Did you know the Commissioned Corps of the U.S. Public Health Service has two birthdays?  

July 16, 1798: Birth of the Marine Hospital Fund which became the Marine Hospital Service and (later) the U.S. Public Health Service (USPHS). The Marine Hospital Fund was initially established by the 5th Congress and signed into law as The Act for the Relief of Sick and Disabled Seamen, on July 16, 1798 by President John Adams. 

January 4, 1889: Birth of the Commissioned Corps of the U.S Public Health Service (Corps) as one of the seven U.S. Uniformed Services. The 50th Congress passed a bill to create the Corps, organized along military lines, within the Marine Hospital Service (later, USPHS).

When the Marine Hospital Fund began in1798 U.S. Mariners arriving from foreign ports were required to pay 20 cents per month from their wages, payable to the Treasury Department (Tax Collector).  Tax collectors had the authority to grant or deny licenses for carrying out trade and they had the authority to fine or punish a ship’s master for not paying proper taxes for employed seamen ($100).  Funds and fines received by the Treasury Department were then used for the treatment and relief of sick and disabled seamen, creation of marine hospitals and appointment of medical directors and staff.

Today, the Commissioned Corps serves and protects the health of the Nation whenever and wherever we are needed. Most recently we engaged the threat of Ebola in Liberia and around the world.  We are stronger and better than ever and ready to meet the challenges the future brings.


