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History of PHS in the Bureau of Prisons
Contributed by LT Julie Smoot

The partnership between the United States Public
Health Service Commissioned Corps (UPHS) and
the Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP) began in 1930
when the BOP was established by Congress within
the Department of Justice. The BOP, under the
administration of President Herbert Hoover, was
charged with managing and regulating all Federal
penal and correctional institutions. In 1930, Public
Law 71-218 created the BOP also included a
provision for the USPHS to assume control of the
medical care of inmates in the custody of the BOP.
This legislation would expand the mission of the
USPHS by placing officers in Federal facilities in
order to provide care for incarcerated individuals.

At that time, the BOP consisted of seven penitentiaries
and reformatories with about 13,000 inmates. About
50 UPHS staff provided all of the medical and psycho-
logical care for the entire BOP.
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In 1933, the first Federal Medical Center opened in
Springfield, Missouri and was fully staffed with
Commissioned Corps officers. Another of these
institutions was in Lexington, Kentucky which at the
time was known as the United States Narcotic Farm. It
was the federal government’s first attempt to
rehabilitate incarcerated drug addicts through
healthcare and begin-ning in 1935, the Commissioned
Corps was the group providing this treatment.
Regardless of the institution, these Commissioned Corps
officers embraced this new challenge cementing a
partnership that would last long after they were gone.

Today, both the BOP and Commissioned Corps have
changed dramatically. With 116 institutions housing ap-
proximately 210,000 inmates, the need for medical care
within the BOP has grown significantly. Although the
USPHS is no longer solely responsible for the healthcare
Continued on next page

DINNER DRESS UNIFORMS - DID YOU KNOW ?

The Anchor & Caduceus Dinner will be held on May 18,
2015 during the 2015 USPHS Scientific and Training
Symposium. PHS officers are requested to wear one of
the following uniforms:

1. Dinner Dress White Jacket (DDWJ) - Encouraged
for O-4 and above, although any officer can wear
this uniform.

inner Dress White (DDW) - Recommended for
0-3 and below who do not have the DDWJ.
s Blue (DDB) - Convert Service Dress
DDB with bow tie and miniature

y wear Dinner Dress
and DDB may
wearing this

Dinner Dress White Jacket (DDWJ)

Males

Wear the white formal shirt with gold cuff links, black
bow necktie and a gold cummerbund. The white dinner
dress jacket is to be worn open with all authorized minia-
ture medals and hard shoulder boards. Blue evening
trousers (SDB uniform component), black dress shoes
and black socks are required.

The white combination cover is not typically worn with
the DDWJ uniform, even when outdoors. The exception
is when wearing the DDWJ uniform with an outer gar-
ment such as the Blue or Black All-Weather coat. White
gloves (when required) may be worn or carried with
uni-forms. Gloves are to be removed to shake hands.

Females

Wear the white formal shirt with gold cuff links, black
dress necktie and gold cummerbund. The white dinner
ress jacket is to be worn open with all authorized minia-
edals. Either the blue formal skirt or blue formal
black service or formal shoes are required.

uthorized to
Continued on next page




History of PHS in the BOP continued...

of all federal inmates, the USPHS now has more than
800 officers balancing the line of compassionate
health care and consistent oversight of prisoners
within the BOP. The BOP Medical Director role
established in 1937 has been traditionally filled by a
USPHS Rear Admiral.

References:

1) http://www.usphs.gov

2) http://www.bop.gov

3) Campbell, Nancy D, Olsen, JP, Walden, Luke. (2008). The Nar-
cotic Farm. New York, New York: Abrams.

Sanford Bates, (left) first Director of Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP)
outside of the BOP.

Trivia:
What number U.S. Surgeon is VADM Vivek Murthy?

Did You Know continued...

wear gold ball, white pearl or diamond earrings with
Dinner Dress or Service Dress uniforms. Optional
items include the white combination cover with outer
gar-ment only, flesh tone hosiery, all-weather coat
(blue or black), etc.

White gloves (when required) may be worn or carried
with uniforms. Gloves are to be removed to shake
hands.

Dinner Dress White (DDW)

For males, wear the service dress white coat with
with hard shoulder boards and all authorized
miniature medals. Wear white trousers and white belt
with gold buckle, white dress shoes and white socks.

Male DDWJ Female DDWJ

The combination white cover is a required component.
White gloves (when required) may be worn or carried
with uniforms. Gloves are to be removed to shake
hands.

For females, wear the service dress white coat with all
authorized miniature medals. Wear a white dress shirt
with shoulder marks, white unbelted slacks or white
unbelted skirt, black neck tie, and white service or
dress shoes and white socks. The combination white
cover is a required component. Females are authorized
to wear gold ball, white pearl or diamond earrings. Op-
tional items include flesh tone hosiery, all-weather coat
(blue or black), and gold cuff links. White gloves (when
required) may be worn or carried with uniforms.
Gloves are to be removed to shake hands.

e

Male DDW Female DDW

Continued on next page
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Dinner Dress Blue

For males, there are three required changes from the Service Dress Blue:
1. Wear a black bow tie instead of the standard black neck tie. It can be purchased from any source, should be
plain in style with square ends and between 2 - 2 34 inches in vertical width.
2. Wear corresponding miniature medals instead of standard ribbons:
a. The medal holder lower bar is located just above and centered over the pocket.
b. There is a maximum of five miniature medals per line centered over the pocket.
c. If an officer has more than five, he/she should wear a minimum of the top five miniature medals. Do
not wear “top three medals” only.
d. COA miniature medal may be worn at this event.
e. Miniature version of skill badges may be worn on left side centered above medals.

3. Do not wear the nametag.

Females converting their uniforms to Dinner Dress Blues have the following requirements:
1. Wear the same tie for both SDB and DDB uniforms.

2. Wear miniature medals instead of standard ribbons.

3. Do not wear the nametag.

The white combination cover worn with SDB is worn when outdoors with the DDB. The beret is not authorized for
wear for women with DDB.

There are many optional items that one can wear. They include a formal white shirt, white gloves (as required),
white suspenders, gold stud earrings, and gold cuff links.

We also realize that you may not have had the opportunity to wear your Dinner Dress uniforms in quite a long time.
So keep in mind that as of January 1, 2015 the old insignias, hard and soft shoulder boards, and Corps devices
ave been phased out. Remember to make sure that the insignias on your White Combination Cover, hard and soft
oulder boards for your white dress shirt, and the Corps Device on the sleeves of your coat and jacket are within

ew Milspec regulations.

atlantacoa.com/\Websites/AtlantaCOA/images/Dinner Dress Blue uniform instructions update.pdf
sc.gov/eccis/documents/CC421 01.pdf
ov/eccis/documents/CC421 02.pdf

Contributed by LT Michael Gu and LT Diane Richardson

Female SDB Female DDB

ideas for future articles?

LCDR Chitra Mahadevan -


https://dcp.psc.gov/eccis/documents/CC421_01.pdf�
http://dcp.psc.gov/eccis/documents/CC421_02.pdf�
mailto:Chitra.Mahadevan@fda.hhs.gov?subject=Uniform%20question�
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	Junior Officer Advisory Group

	U.S. Public Health Service 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice





