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History of PHS in the Bureau of Prisons 
Contributed by LT Julie Smoot 

The partnership between the United States Public 
Health Service Commissioned Corps (UPHS) and 
the Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP) began in 1930 
when the BOP was established by Congress within 
the Department of Justice. The BOP, under the 
administration of President Herbert Hoover, was 
charged with managing and regulating all Federal 
penal and correctional institutions. In 1930, Public 
Law 71-218 created the BOP also included a 
provision for the USPHS to assume control of the 
medical care of inmates in the custody of the BOP. 
This legislation would expand the mission of the 
USPHS by placing officers in Federal facilities in 
order to provide care for incarcerated individuals.  

At that time, the BOP consisted of seven penitentiaries 
and reformatories with about 13,000 inmates. About 
50 UPHS staff provided all of the medical and psycho-
logical care for the entire BOP. 

In 1933, the first Federal Medical Center opened in 
Springfield, Missouri and was fully staffed with 
Commissioned Corps officers. Another of these 
institutions was in Lexington, Kentucky which at the 
time was known as the United States Narcotic Farm. It 
was the federal government’s first attempt to 
rehabilitate  incarcerated drug addicts through 
healthcare and begin-ning in 1935, the Commissioned 
Corps was the group providing this treatment. 
Regardless of the institution, these Commissioned Corps 
officers embraced this new  challenge cementing a 
partnership that would last long after they were gone. 

Today, both the BOP and Commissioned Corps have 
changed dramatically. With 116 institutions housing ap-
proximately 210,000 inmates, the need for medical care 
within the BOP has grown significantly. Although the 
USPHS is no longer solely responsible for the healthcare

The Anchor & Caduceus Dinner will be held on May 18, 
2015 during the 2015 USPHS Scientific and Training 
Symposium. PHS officers are requested to wear one of 
the following uniforms: 

1. Dinner Dress White Jacket (DDWJ) – Encouraged
for O-4 and above, although any officer can wear
this uniform.

2. Dinner Dress White (DDW) – Recommended for
Officers O-3 and below who do not have the DDWJ.

3. Dinner Dress Blue (DDB) – Convert Service Dress
Blue (SDB) to DDB with bow tie and miniature
medals.

Many officers who do not regularly wear Dinner Dress 
uniforms including the DDWJ, DDW, and DDB may 
have some anxiety and questions about wearing this 
uniform correctly. To alleviate this anxiety and to help 
you wear your uniform with pride and distinction, refer 
to the following information on DDWJ and DDW uni-
forms as well as instructions on how to convert the 
SDB to the DDB for both males and females. 

Dinner Dress White Jacket (DDWJ) 

Males 
Wear the white formal shirt with gold cuff links, black 
bow necktie and a gold cummerbund. The white dinner 
dress jacket is to be worn open with all authorized minia-
ture medals and hard shoulder boards. Blue evening 
trousers (SDB uniform component), black dress shoes 
and black socks are required. 

The white combination cover is not typically worn with 
the DDWJ uniform, even when outdoors. The exception 
is when wearing the DDWJ uniform with an outer gar-
ment such as the Blue or Black All-Weather coat. White 
gloves (when required) may be worn or carried with 
uni-forms. Gloves are to be removed to shake hands. 

Females 
Wear the white formal shirt with gold cuff links, black 
dress necktie and gold cummerbund. The white dinner 
dress jacket is to be worn open with all authorized minia-
ture medals. Either the blue formal skirt or blue formal 
slacks and black service or formal shoes are required. 
Females are authorized to 
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Trivia Answer: 19 

of all federal inmates, the USPHS now has more than 
800 officers balancing the line of compassionate 
health care and consistent oversight of prisoners 
within the BOP. The BOP  Medical Director role 
established in 1937 has been traditionally filled by a 
USPHS Rear Admiral. 

References: 
1) http://www.usphs.gov
2) http://www.bop.gov
3) Campbell, Nancy D, Olsen, JP, Walden, Luke. (2008). The Nar-

cotic Farm. New York, New York:  Abrams.

Trivia:   
What number U.S. Surgeon is VADM Vivek Murthy? 

History of PHS in the BOP continued... 

wear gold ball, white pearl or diamond earrings with 
Dinner Dress or Service Dress uniforms. Optional 
items include the white combination cover with outer 
gar-ment only, flesh tone hosiery, all-weather coat 
(blue or black), etc. 

White gloves (when required) may be worn or carried 
with uniforms. Gloves are to be removed to shake 
hands. 

Dinner Dress White (DDW) 
For males, wear the service dress white coat with 
with hard shoulder boards and all authorized 
miniature medals. Wear white trousers and white belt 
with gold buckle, white dress shoes and white socks.

Did You Know continued... 

Sanford Bates, (left) first Director of Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP)  
outside of the BOP. 

The combination white cover is a required component. 
White gloves (when required) may be worn or carried 
with uniforms. Gloves are to be removed to shake 
hands. 

For females, wear the service dress white coat with all 
authorized miniature medals. Wear a white dress shirt 
with shoulder marks, white unbelted slacks or white 
unbelted skirt, black neck tie, and white service or 
dress shoes and white socks. The combination white 
cover is a required component. Females are authorized 
to wear gold ball, white pearl or diamond earrings. Op-
tional items include flesh tone hosiery, all-weather coat 
(blue or black), and gold cuff links. White gloves (when 
required) may be worn or carried with uniforms. 
Gloves are to be removed to shake hands. 

Continued on next page 
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Dinner Dress Blue 

For males, there are three required changes from the Service Dress Blue: 
1. Wear a black bow tie instead of the standard black neck tie. It can be purchased from any source, should be

plain in style with square ends and between 2 – 2 ¾ inches in vertical width. 
2. Wear corresponding miniature medals instead of standard ribbons:

a. The medal holder lower bar is located just above and centered over the pocket.
b. There is a maximum of five miniature medals per line centered over the pocket.
c. If an officer has more than five, he/she should wear a minimum of the top five miniature medals. Do

not wear “top three medals” only.
d. COA miniature medal may be worn at this event.
e. Miniature version of skill badges may be worn on left side centered above medals.

3. Do not wear the nametag.

Females converting their uniforms to Dinner Dress Blues have the following requirements: 
1. Wear the same tie for both SDB and DDB uniforms.
2. Wear miniature medals instead of standard ribbons.
3. Do not wear the nametag.

The white combination cover worn with SDB is worn when outdoors with the DDB. The beret is not authorized for 
wear for women with DDB.  

There are many optional items that one can wear. They include a formal white shirt, white gloves (as required), 
white suspenders, gold stud earrings, and gold cuff links.  

We also realize that you may not have had the opportunity to wear your Dinner Dress uniforms in quite a long time. 
So keep in mind that as of January 1, 2015 the old insignias, hard and soft shoulder boards, and Corps devices 
have been phased out. Remember to make sure that the insignias on your White Combination Cover, hard and soft 
shoulder boards for your white dress shirt, and the Corps Device on the sleeves of your coat and jacket are within 
the new Milspec regulations.  

References:  

http://www.atlantacoa.com/Websites/AtlantaCOA/images/Dinner_Dress_Blue_uniform_instructions_update.pdf 
https://dcp.psc.gov/eccis/documents/CC421_01.pdf 
http://dcp.psc.gov/eccis/documents/CC421_02.pdf 

Contributed by LT Michael Gu and LT Diane Richardson 

Male SDB  Male DDB Female SDB            Female DDB 

Have uniform questions or ideas for future articles? 

Email LCDR Chitra Mahadevan or LCDR Simleen Kaur 

https://dcp.psc.gov/eccis/documents/CC421_01.pdf�
http://dcp.psc.gov/eccis/documents/CC421_02.pdf�
mailto:Chitra.Mahadevan@fda.hhs.gov?subject=Uniform%20question�
mailto:Simleen.Kaur@fda.hhs.gov�
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