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ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN OFFICERS COMMITTEE

Office of the Surgeon General

United States Public Health Service

Meeting Minutes
February 18, 2009
I. LOCATION/DATE/TIME:
Location: Surgeon General's Conference Room (18-57) – 18th floor Parklawn Building

Date: February 18, 2009
Time: 1200H – 1300H EST
Teleconference Line:  866-815-9815; Passcode:  924272
II. ATTENDANCE:
A. Voting Members
	RANK
	NAME
	2/18/09
	4/15/09
	7/15/09
	9/16/09
	11/18/09
	12/16/09

	CAPT
	Sarath Seneviratne
	Pres.
	
	
	
	
	

	CAPT
	Joannie Shen 
	Pres.
	
	
	
	 
	

	CDR 
	Paul Jung
	Pres.*
	
	
	
	
	

	CDR
	Chandak Ghosh
	Exc.
	
	
	
	
	

	CDR
	Sianat   Kamal
	Exc.
	
	
	
	
	

	CDR
	Paul Kitsutani
	Pres.*
	
	
	
	
	

	LCDR
	B. Nhi Beasley
	Pres.*
	
	
	
	
	

	LCDR
	Sally Hu
	Pres.
	
	
	
	
	

	LCDR
	Ruby Lerner
	Pres.
	
	
	
	
	

	LCDR
	Mei-Ying Li
	Pres.*
	
	
	
	
	

	LCDR
	Quynh Nguyen
	Pres.
	
	
	
	
	

	LCDR
	Chauha Pham
	Pres.
	
	
	
	
	

	LCDR
	Parmjeet Saini
	Pres.
	
	
	
	
	

	LCDR
	Sherbet Samuels
	Pres.
	
	
	
	
	

	LCDR
	Camille Soondar
	Pres.*
	
	
	
	
	

	LCDR
	Christina Thompson
	Pres.
	
	
	
	
	

	LCDR 
	Fei Xu
	Exc.
	
	
	
	
	

	LCDR
	Hawyee Yan
	Pres.
	
	
	
	
	

	LT
	Leorey Saligan
	Pres.*
	
	
	
	
	

	LT
	Roney Won
	Abs.
	
	
	
	
	


*These voting members were available to call into the meeting; however, due to the shortage of conference lines, they were not able to dial in.  Per discussion with the Chair and Vice-Chair, their attendance is being counted as “Present” with the aforementioned note.
B. GUESTS (those who notified via email of their attendance)

CDR Fe Yambao


IHS

LCDR Malini Krishnan


CMS

LCDR David Lau


DHS

LCDR Hyon-Zu Lee


FDA

LCDR Maria Nguyen


DHS

LCDR Jeanne Skanchy


FDA

LCDR Thuyanh Vu


FDA
III. STANDARD AGENDA ITEMS:

A. Call to Order:

The meeting was called to order on February 18, 2009 at 1202 hours by APAOC Chair LCDR Chauha Pham.

B.
Membership Roll Call:  
Roll call performed by APAOC Executive Secretary LCDR Quynh Nguyen and a quorum was met.

C.
Approval of Meeting Minutes

A motion was made by CAPT Sarath Seneviratne and seconded by LCDR Sally Hu to approve the December 2008 minutes.  The motion was carried. 
IV. REPORTS 
1.  Chairperson: LCDR Chauha Pham
a. 
Welcome 

· LCDR Pham welcomed everyone to the first General APAOC meeting 2009, especially to the 8 new voting members of 2009.   

· LCDR Pham thanked everyone for giving her a chance to be Chair of APAOC for 2009 and hopes that by working with the newly appointed Executive Committee (EC) members and Subcommittee chairs and co-chairs, we can move APAOC beyond the problems encountered in the past towards an exciting year. 

· One of LCDR Pham’s goals this year is to promote team work to make sure that the group will be informed of everything and allow the group an active role in making decisions related to APAOC.  She sincerely asks for everyone's opinion in any of the APAOC decision making process.

b.
New operational year plan
· For the new operational year plan, as usual we have 12 meetings throughout the year on the third Wednesday of every month from noon to 1 PM ET.  Of the 12 meetings, 6 meetings will be for general APAOC business and will be held at the Surgeon General's Conference Room, 5 meetings will be telecon training sections, and the last meeting in December is for voting members only to prepare for the transition to the next team.

· May 20th is supposed to be an APAOC general meeting; however, we will have a special event instead.  There will be an APAOC gathering to present the CAPT LOCK shadow box to Mrs. Lock. Please save the date for this event if you can.

· From past years, most APAOC activities occurred during the first half of the year, which included:  the Lunar New Year event, APAOC Awards process, Asian Pacific American (APA) Heritage celebration in May (which may be held at the NIH/ Parklawn Building and sometimes in downtown DC), and the APA Summit (where we could organize a recruitment event.). In June, we cooperate with MOLC (Minority Officers Liaison Council) for preparing a MOLC booth at the annual COA meeting (which this year will be in Atlanta; there will be more information about this from LT Saligan and LCDR Saini who are our MOLC representatives).  Also there might be some activities with MOLC regarding our new Surgeon General this year. In summer, APAOC will prepare for the Membership and Nomination process and the packets of the new voting candidates will be completed at the end of October. In November and December, all voting members will prepare  annual reports, selection for new positions next year, and get ready for the transition.

· On behalf of APAOC, LCDR Pham would like to kindly remind everyone regarding our communication while we are trying to promote teamwork. Our committee is definitely growing this year; we now have 20 of us and many of us have never met each other before.  Working together without knowing each other in person sometimes can be a big disadvantage.  Please be kind and nice when we communicate with each other via e-mail.

· The EC is composed of 8 voting members: Current Chair, Vice-chair, Executive secretary, Corresponding secretary, Immediate past chair, two MOLC representatives, and Treasurer. The EC members have agreed to have a short meeting every other month if there is any issue that needs to be discussed.  Subcommittee chairs are invited for any related issues.  The first meeting was held on February 10th and the minutes will be sent out to the whole group when it is ready.

c.  EC introductions (from those EC members who were present)
· Chair: LCDR Chauha Pham’s background is in the Medical Technologist HSO category.  She has been working at NIH/CC/department of transfusion medicines for more than 15 years. Right now she is a senior medical technologist of the cellular therapy lab. Because of the nature of her work, she would like to apologize in advance for not being able to respond to e-mails soon enough on some occasions. She would prefer to be called for urgent questions at 301-435-4801. 

· Vice-Chair: LCDR Lerner’s category is Nurse. She has been at NIH for 10 years. She is currently working at the National Eye Institute as a Clinical Trials Coordinator. She is looking forward to serving the APAOC team and supporting the committee’s mission and goals. She would like to be called upon for assistance and would appreciate any comments/suggestions to improve APAOC.

· Executive Secretary: LCDR Quynh Nguyen’s background is in the Pharmacy category. She currently works at FDA.  Last year, she served as Chair of the Public Relations Subcommittee, which was very active in a number of activities, and has passed on the baton to this year’s new Chair LCDR Chandak Ghosh, and Co-chair LCDR Hawyee Yan.  LCDR Nguyen is looking to serving as Executive Secretary for APAOC this year.
· Immediate Past Chair: LCDR Sally Hu 

a. Based on our bylaws, the Immediate Past Chair should provide advice and assistance

to APAOC and its Executive Board. This position is a new position for APAOC. LCDR Hu will try her best to serve every one of you when you ask.

b. 
In addition, we received an award package from OSG and we already sent out the 
     
award certification and the ribbon to the six APAOC officers for their Special    

    
Assignment Award (SAA).

· Treasurer: Christina Thompson – LCDR Christina Thompson is in the Pharmacy category.  She is currently works at the FDA.  She served as Chair of the Nomination and Membership Subcommittee.  LCDR Thompson is looking forward to serve as APAOC Treasurer this year.
· MOLC: LCDR Parmjeet Saini is from the HSO category, currently assigned to Health Resources and Services Administration’s Office of Performance Review, Region II, NY. He is responsible for conducting performance based reviews for HRSA funded programs. LCDR  Saini will be Chair of the Communications subcommittee and is responsible for updating, improving, and assuring 508 compliance for the APAOC website. 
   2. Treasurer: LCDR Christina Thompson
           LCDR Thompson reported that the APAOC account balance for February is $1932.49.   
   3. MOLC: LCDR Parmjeet Saini and LT Leorey Saligan* 

No report. 
   4. Second Roll Call: LCDR Quynh Nguyen (ONLY for those officers who missed the first  

       roll call)

5. Standing Sub-committees
a. Awards & Recognition: CDR Paul Jung* 

LCDR Pham provided the following update for CDR Jung:  CDR Jung sent out the criteria for the CAPT Lock award and was asking for voting members’ input.
b. Career Development: LCDR B. Nhi Beasley* 
LCDR Quynh Nguyen provided the following report for LCDR Beasley: LCDR Beasley is currently organizing a telecon mentorship training session for June 16th where 0-6 officers from different locations and categories will provide insights/advice on career promotion.
c. Charter & Bylaws: LCDR Mei-Ying Li * and LT Roney Won
    No report.

d. Communications: LCDR Parmjeet Saini
· LCDR Saini reported that LCDR Kim Kwang will assist him; LCDR Saini appreciates LCDR Kim’s proactive approach and his continued support for this subcommittee. 

· He mentioned that for the future, there is a need to improve the transition from 2009 to 2010 at  the APAOC level. He suggested developing a PowerPoint presentation with pictures,and the role of each APAOC subcommittee to facilitate future transitions. LCDR Saini is working on 508 compliance and LCDR Kim is also familiar with the process. Furthermore, LCDR Saini suggested that APAOC should buy its own DreamWeaver / MS FrontPage software to update the APAOC website. At present, we do not have the software which makes it hard for the transition team to upload information in a timely fashion. 

· LCDR Saini also mentioned that there is a backlog from last year because a few documents and pictures are past due for the APAOC website upload.
e. Leadership & Strategic Planning: CAPT Joannie Shen


· CAPT Shen reported that the Leadership & Strategic Subcommittee collaborated with the APAOC Mentorship Program in organizing an O-6 Panel on Mentorship. The teleconference event is scheduled for Wednesday 6/17/08 at noon; O-6 APAOC officers with a broad representation (agencies, categories, career paths, geographical assignments) will share their career experience. 
· One particular theme the subcommittee decided to focus on in 2009 is to serve the needs of field officers. As some officers noted in the past, officers stationed in isolated and remote areas seemed to experience less career development opportunities and mentorship. The subcommittee may help identify the special needs for field officers and make efforts to ensure opportunities are equal in all aspects.

f. Membership & Nomination: LCDR Sherbet Samuels and CDR Paul Kitsutani*
LCDR Samuels reported that the committee was in the transition phase of taking over the duties from LCDR Thompson.
g. Public Relations: LCDR Chandak Ghosh (excused) and LCDR Hawyee Yan
· LCDR Hawyee Yan reported that the Public Relations Subcommittee wanted to thank the members who participated at the Lunar New Year community outreach event at Lakeforest Mall on January 25, 2009. Each officer will receive a Certificate of Appreciation for volunteering and supporting in this annual event.

· An email was sent out to the EC members requesting their vote on whether we should have both events, APAOC event at NIH & CAPT Lock shadow box presentation at Parklawn, held on the same day (May 20).  100% votes received were in favor of having both events on May 20, 2009. Thanks for the prompt responses from all the EC members.

· The planning committee of the Asian Pacific American Heritage Month has been meeting regularly for this event which will be held on May 27, 2009 at Parklawn. As in the past, we will have a table with volunteers representing APAOC. More information is coming.
· Please consider participating in the above upcoming events in May. A call for volunteers announcement for each event will be in the future Weekly FYI emails.

h. Recruitment & Retention: LCDR Camille Soondar*
     No report.
6. Ad Hoc Subcommittee 

a. Education & Training: CAPT Sarath Seneviratne 

There was no training session due to the technical difficulties.  The training session will be postponed until April.
F. PAC Reports - No report given
VI. Announcements/Other Business – GI Bill letter campaign
LCDR Thuyann Vu reported that there is a grassroots letter writing campaign to include the USPHS in the new GI Bill.  The bill would allow dependents to use the GI Bill.  For more information, officers can refer to the COA website under the “Help Fix New GI Bill” link.  Officers can also refer to the example letter that they can use to write to their Congressman.  All officers were encouraged to participate in this letter writing campaign, but note that this should be done on their own personal time, outside of official duty hours, and on their own personal computer.
VII. Closing Remarks/Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 1255H.

Respectfully submitted by:

LCDR Quynh Nguyen   Date: 4/6/09 
            LCDR Chauha Pham
   Date: 4/9/09
Executive Secretary



Chair
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