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ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN OFFICERS COMMITTEE

Office of the Surgeon General

United States Public Health Service

EC & General Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, November 20, 2013
I. LOCATION/DATE/TIME:
Location: Teleconference
Date: May 29, 2013
Time: 12:00H – 13:00H EST
Teleconference Line: 866-453-9254; Passcode: 6470546
II. STANDARD AGENDA ITEMS:

A. Call to Order:

The meeting was called to order on November 20, 2013 at 12:01H by APAOC Chair LCDR Aaron Chen.
B.
Membership Roll Call:  
Roll call performed by APAOC Executive Secretary CDR Alan C. Ou and a quorum was met.

C.
Approval of Meeting Minutes for EC & General Meeting for 25 September 2013: LCDR Aaron Chen will arrange for the meeting minutes of September 24, 2013 to be sent to Voting Members (VMs) after this meeting.  Please review them and then submit your vote for approval or non-approval by next week.
III. REPORTS 
1. Chairperson: LCDR Aaron Chen: 
A. A “Change of Command” ceremony was approved by a quorum of VMs.
2. Vice Chair report: LCDR Jerry Zee:

A. Dr. Vivek Hallegere Murthy was nominated to be the next Surgeon General of the USA.  For details, please see this internet link:
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2013/11/15/brigham-and-women-doctor-nominated-for-surgeon-general/M9rDqw3y0oqVZsXQnE6IiI/story.html
If approved by the Senate, this 36y physician would become the youngest Surgeon General.
B. There was a suspension of Junior Officer Advisory Group (JOAG) activities related to the Affordable Care Act (ACA).

Due to the current challenges with the Health Insurance Marketplace (HIM), the Office of the Surgeon General (OSG) has advised that JOAG HIM Workgroup hold off on activities until further notice. The JOAG Chair (LCDR Racquel Williams) recognizes the work that the JOAC HIM Workgroup has already accomplished, and states that the OSG is very appreciative of their efforts.  JOAG will provide letters of appreciation to the JOAG HIM Workgroup members who served from 2012-2013.  The JOAG Chair expresses special thanks to LCDR Kelly Leong and LCDR Stephanie Magill for serving as Co-Leads of the HIM Workgroup.
3. Executive Secretary: CDR Alan C. Ou

For all who are in attendance on this meeting, please email CDR Ou your full name, rank, and OPDIV during this meeting at alan.ou@nih.gov to confirm your attendance.  If you are an alternate for a VM, please state so in your email.
4. Corresponding Secretary: LCDR Anna Park

Nothing to report.
5. Treasurer: CDR Hyon-Zu Lee
APAOC had no financial activity within the last 2 months.  The current APAOC account balance is $754.21.
6. APAOC Minority Officers Liaison Council (MOLC) Representatives: CDR Kun Shen; LCDR Sophia Hsu
For 2014, CDR Kun Shen & LCDR Sophia Hsu will continue to represent APAOC on the USPHS MOLC.  These representatives will be chairing the MOLC for the next 2 years, with LCDR Hsu being the MOLC Chair for 2014.  Please contact LCDR Hsu or CDR Shen if you have any suggestions for or want to bring up issues to the MOLC.
Congratulations to the new APAOC VMs.  The APAOC MOLC Representatives commend the APAOC Nominations and Membership Subcommittee for submitting the packages for the new incoming VMs on time to the MOLC.  APAOC was the first Core Minority Advisory Group (CMAG) to submit VM packages on time and it sets a good example for the other CMAGs.
If you believe you have worked enough hours on behalf of APAOC to qualify for the Special Assignment Award (SAA), please submit your paperwork to the Awards & Recognition Subcommittee as soon as possible.  
7. Standing Sub-committees
a. Awards & Recognition: LCDR Jade Pham & LCDR Stephen Chang
This subcommittee will continue to collect paperwork from qualified VMs for the SAA.  Please send all the necessary paperwork to the Co-Chairs of this subcommittee (stephen.chang@cms.hhs.gov, jade.pham@fda.hhs.gov) within 2 weeks.
b. Career Development: CAPT Christina Lee; LCDR Ruiqing Pamboukian not present
This Subcommittee will continue working on matching mentors with protégés.
c. Charter & Bylaws : CDR Aileen Renolayan
Nothing to report.
d. Communications: CDR Christina Thompson & CDR Ryan Nguyen

Nothing to report.

e. Education and Training: LCDR Junio Colobong

For anyone missing training certificates from APAOC Training & Education sessions of 2013, please email LCDR Colobong (junio.colobong@fda.hhs.gov) to get a copy.  For December 2013, the training topic will be: Space-A travel.

f. Leadership & Strategic Planning:  LCDR Eric Zhou

About 1 month ago, LCDR Zhou sent out reporting forms to each subcommittee for them to list their 2013 accomplishments.  LCDR Zhou (zhoue@niaid.nih.gov) requests that each subcommittee send their final report back to him before the end of November.

g. Membership & Nomination: CDR Stella Wisner, LCDR Duong “Diane” Nhu, LCDR Vilma Linsteadt
1. On November 18, 2013, the APAOC membership roster was submitted to the Communications Subcommittee for publishing on the APAOC website.  This will be the first roster to be created from the online membership application that went live on March 27, 2013.  It is possible that some of the information entered since then has become outdated.  If you have had a change in status (i.e. name change, rank, contact information, OpDiv), please update your information at the APAOC Membership Website form as soon as possible:
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/apaoc/documents/apaoc_membershipform.pdf
2. A quarterly announcement should be made on the APAOC listserv to request that APAOC members update their information if they have had any change in their status (i.e. name change, rank, contact information, OpDiv) within the last three months. The quarterly announcements should be timed so that they occur immediately after the membership roster has been published which would allow members to check if corrections need to be made.  Hopefully, the next roster will be published before the end of 2013.  CDR Wisner will arrange with the Corresponding Secretary to send out these periodic messages.

 

3. Except for the two APAOC MOLC Representatives, all VMs who will be continuing to serve in 2014 have been assigned new roles.  On November 24, 2013, CDR Wisner will send e-mails to the new incoming VMs instructing them to choose a position among the remaining roles.  CDR Wisner will also ask the new VMs to select their Alternate Representatives.

h. Public Relations:  LCDR Karen Chaves & LCDR Nam “Esther” Chun
A subcommittee for planning the Change of Command ceremony has been formed from eight APAOC volunteers.  This subcommittee will be co-chaired by three members: CDR Maria “Liza” Lindenberg, LT Hyewon Lee, and LT Jeannie Hong.  It first met on November 18, 2013.

i. Recruitment & Retention: CDR Samuel Wu (Alternate Representative for LCDR Yang “Apollo” Wang), LCDR John Cruz, LCDR Minglei Cui
There was no OBC Graduation Ceremony in October 2013 due to the government shutdown.  At the OBC of November 2013, there were 5 new officers who were interested in joining APAOC.

8. Ad Hoc Subcommittees
a. Office of Force Readiness & Deployment (OFRD) Liaison: CDR David Lau, CDR Christopher Lim
Response and Operations

During the partial Federal Government shutdown of October 2013:

· USPHS officers were not furloughed
· Deployments were declined; all officers assigned to the Indian Health Service had to unilaterally decline all deployments
· Officers at OFRD on leave were recalled for the duration of the shutdown
· Online Incident Response Coordination Team trainings were shut down
Policy Development

· Second Readiness Policy Summit – (The first was on September 19, 2013.)  The second summit participants will look further at readiness, policies, process, etc.

· Internal Readiness Operational Process Summit – is being planned to review calculating readiness and adjudicating readiness compliance

· Operations Summit – is being planned to discuss timeliness of awards and gaps in listing new review members.

Basic Readiness

· LCDR Nasser Mahmud is now assigned to “readiness” tasks.

Crisis Response Service Award (CRSA) for Superstorm Sandy Responders

· Per CDR Waterman, CRSAs for responders to Superstorm Sandy are underway.  About half of the officers who deployed have been credited; others should be credited very soon.

Training and Education

· Basic Life Support (BLS) Training – OFRD is currently developing a schedule of BLS trainings.  Any officer interested in enrolling for a BLS-related course should email OFRD at: ofrd-training@hhs.gov
Opportunity

· Emergency Management Group (EMG) – Are there any USPHS officers who are stationed within the National Capital Region and interested in working at the EMG of the HHS Secretary’s Operations Center?  If so, please contact LCDR Lybarger at: elizabeth.lybarger@hhs.gov
Direct Access

· Reminder:  Officers should check their projected “readiness” on Direct Access (https://portal.direct-access.us).  Not being “basic” ready will have a negative impact on an officer’s chance of being considered for a medal/award, promotion, etc.
b. Social Media Workgroup: LCDR Jerry Zee, LT Diana Wong; LT Andrew Kim not present
· The new official APAOC Facebook page is operational:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/US-Public-Health-Service-Asian-Pacific-American-Officer-Committee/241101506045384?bookmark_t=page
If this link does not work, please search "U.S. Public Health Service Asian Pacific American Officer Committee" on a search engine to pull up search results which should include an internet link to the APAOC Facebook page.  The content of this Facebook page still needs to be populated.  Therefore, the Social Media Workgroup (SMW) would appreciate it if people started “liking” this page so that it can be converted by Facebook to “group status.”
· The SMW is soliciting any APAOC-related pictures or videos from 2013 to upload onto the Facebook account.  At present, our Facebook account has only a few pictures from OBC events.
· To collect photos to post onto the APAOC Facebook page, the SMW is requesting beta testers to try the new drop-box uploading page.  Here is the link for uploading your photos:

http://dbinbox.com/apaoc
General instructions for uploading photos:

1) Put the photos in a Zip file and give a descriptive name to that Zip file.
2) Drag the file into the page: http://dbinbox.com/apaoc
3) You may send single photos but it will be more difficult to figure out what/who is in the photos.

4) To let the SMW know that you are sending photos, please email members of the SMW or write a private message through the APAOC Facebook page.

If there are any questions on how to send or upload photos, please contact the SMW:

LT Diana Wong (diana.wong@hq.dhs.gov)

LT Andrew Kim (andrew.kim@fda.hhs.gov)

LCDR Jerry Zee (jerry.zee@cms.hhs.gov)
c. Merchandise & Visibility Workgroup: LCDR Prabath Malluwa-Wadu, LCDR Alexander Yeh
LCDR Malluwa-Wadu (prabath.malluwa-wadu@cms.hhs.gov) requests VM feedback on the initial logo design he developed for the APAOC merchandise (see Addendum).
9. PAC Reports – None given.
V. Announcements/Other Business
A. LCDR Jerry Zee to CDR Christopher Lim: Was the OSG looking into updating the USPHS National Preparedness Award?  CDR Christopher Lim: No updates at this time.
B. CDR David Lau: AMSUS Meeting went well this year, although overall attendance was down compared to the past.  CDR Lau provided highlights of this meeting.

C. CDR Alan Ou: Any additional APAOC VMs joining the call since the last role call?  Please send your subcommittee reports, PAC Reports, and any announcements from this meeting to CDR Alan Ou at alan.ou@nih.gov.  Even if you had nothing to report, please state so in your written report.  If you have joined the call since the last roll call, whether you are a GM or VM, please send an email to me with your full name, rank, and OpDiv during this call.

During an internet search, CDR Ou found APAOC magnets for sale at the Café Press website:

http://www.cafepress.com/+apaoc+magnets
CDR Alan Ou: Is it legal for Café Press to sell merchandise with APAOC (and USPHS) logo on them?  Can APAOC collect royalties from this website for putting the APAOC logo on their merchandise and profiting off of it?  Is the APAOC logo in the public domain?  Should APAOC consider having the Merchandise & Visibility Workgroup purchase APAOC items wholesale from this website and giving them away for a nominal “donation?”  CDR Kun Shen: The APAOC MOLC Representatives will clarify with the OSG whether the APAOC logo is in the public domain.

D. LCDR Karen Chaves to MOLC Representatives: Please talk about the MOLC and their activities of 2013.  CDR Kun Shen: The MOLC is the parent organization for the 4 ethnically-focused CMAGs.  Each CMAG reports to the MOLC, and the MOLC has a close relationship to the OSG.  In the past, there were a few health conferences geared towards minority health, and APAOC was involved.  When CAPT Soju Chang was Chair of the MOLC, the MOLC held a health disparity conference.  A health disparity conference is supposed to occur every 2 years, with the next being in 2014.  Contact the APAOC MOLC Representatives if you are interested in participating!

In 2013, MOLC tried to assist with implementation of the ACA, but because of the politics and problems with healthcare.gov, these activities have been put on the backburner.  MOLC was also involved with the OBC graduation ceremony.  Otherwise, MOLC was not that active this year.

MOLC occasionally meets with OSG to discuss concerns of its CMAGs.  For example, one topic of discussion between MOLC and the OSG was officer satisfaction among members of the Hispanic Officers Advisory Committee.  At the yearly USPHS Scientific and Training Symposiums, MOLC conducts an Award Ceremony.

Up for discussion in 2014: A USPHS Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, & Transgender (LGBT) group is forming, and this group desires to interact with the OSG under the umbrella of MOLC.  The CMAGs of MOLC will need to clarify MOLC’s mission and decide whether MOLC will continue to consist of ethnically-focused CMAGs or whether it will expand to include USPHS advisory groups representing other types of minorities.
LCDR Sophia Hsu:  Additional issues that MOLC worked on in 2013 were internal MOLC issues that consumed much time: providing stability and continuity to the MOLC and working on Standard Operating Procedures.  Since the Chair is rotating to APAOC in 2014, it is the time for APAOC to shine among the CMAGs.  Please pass along Asian & Pacific Islander issues to raise their visibility within the MOLC.
E. CDR Ryan Nguyen: In 2014, when almost every VM will take on a new role, will there be any plan for a transition of roles?  LCDR Aaron Chen: Outgoing chairs and members of the Executive Committee will do a “transfer of knowledge” beginning towards the end of 2013 and going into the beginning of 2014.  The current chairs of each subcommittee and office holders on the Executive Committee should start having conversations with the new officers who will take over their positions.
IV. Closing Remarks/Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 12:55H.

V. Addendum
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Respectfully submitted by:

CDR Alan C. Ou   Date: 12/05/2013 
            LCDR Aaron Chen   Date 12/05/2013
Executive Secretary



Chair
V. ATTENDANCE:
A. Voting Members
[image: image2.emf]Rank Last Name First Name 1/30/20132/27/20135/29/20137/31/20139/25/201311/20/2013

LCDR Chang Stephen

X E X X E x

LCDR Chaves Karen

X X X X E X

LCDR Chen Aaron

E X X X X X

LCDR Chun Nam "Esther"

X X X E X X

LCDR Colobong Junio

X E U X X X

LCDR Cruz John

E X X X X X

LCDR Cui Minglei

X E X U X X

LCDR Hsu Sophia

X X U X X X

CAPT Lee Christina

X E X E X X

CDR Lee Hyon-Zu

X X X X X X

LCDR Linsteadt Vilma

E X U X E X

CDR Nguyen Ryan

X E X X X X

LCDR Nhu Duong "Diane" T.

X E X X E X

CDR Ou Alan C.

X X X E X X

LCDR PamboukianRuiqing

X X X E X U

LCDR Park Anna

X X E X X X

LCDR Pham Jade

X X X U X X

CDR Renolayan Aileen

X X X E U X

CDR Shen Kun

X E X E X X

CDR Thompson Christina

E X X X X X

LCDR Wang Yang "Apollo"

X X X X U X

CDR Wisner Stella

E X X U X X

LCDR Zee Jerry

X X X X X X

LCDR Zhou Eric

X E X X X X

2013 APAOC Voting 

Member Attendance

X = Present (VM or AR)

E = Excused Absense

U = Unexcused Absense


B. General Members (those who notified via phone & email of their attendance)
[image: image3.emf]RankLast Name First Name OpDiv

LCDRBuenaventura Jason USCG

LT Gammarano Thomas  DHS

LCDRHsu Joy CDC

CDR Lau David DHS

CDR Le Caroline FDA

LT Lee Hyewon HRSA

LT Lee Jung FDA

LCDRLi Jing IHS

CDR Lim ChristopherHRSA

LCDRMalluwa-WaduPrabath CMS

CDR Marbello Rey IHS

LT Ou Oliver USDA

LTJG Patino Ali DHS

LCDRSandhu SukhminderFDA

LT Serrano Michael FDA

LT Wong Diana DHS

LCDRWong  Carol USCG

CDR Yan Hawyee FDA

LCDRYeh Alexander BOP

LT Zhang Xinzhi NIH


C. General Members (those who notified via phone only of their attendance)
[image: image4.emf]RankLast Name First Name OpDiv

CDR Wu Samuel OS
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