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Types of Awards

 Individual honor award

 Unit honor award

 Service award

 PHS Commissioned Corps Training 
Ribbon

 Other uniformed services awards



Individual Honor Awards

 Distinguished Service Medal  
• Highest award
• Outstanding lifetime achievement or heroic act

 Meritorious Service Medal  
• Single, particularly important achievement
• Career notable for accomplishments
• Unusually high quality and initiative in leadership

 Outstanding Service Medal
• Continuous outstanding leadership in carrying out 

the mission of PHS
• Performed a single accomplishment which has had a 

major effect on the health of the Nation
• Heroic act (magnitude of achievement determines 

the difference)



Individual Honor Awards

 Commendation Medal
• Level of proficiency and dedication distinctly greater than 

that expected of the average commissioned officer
 Sustained high quality work
 Application of a unique skill or creative imagination
 Noteworthy technical and professional contributions in 

a limited area

 Achievement Medal
• Contribution toward the attainment of program objectives
• Sustained above-average performance of duty over a 

short period of time (120 days or less)

 PHS Citation
• Recognition of noteworthy accomplishments in the 

performance of duty



Unit honor Awards

 Outstanding Unit Citation
 Unit recognized for exceptional service of 

national or international significance

 Unit Commendation
 Accomplishments by a designed 

organizational unit within the PHS who have 
demonstrated a significant level of 
performance well above that normally 
expected, but lesser than an Outstanding 
Unit Citation



Service Awards

 Foreign Duty Award
 30 consecutive (or 90 nonconsecutive) days of service outside the continental US

 Hazardous Duty Service Ribbon
 180 days in a position requiring frequent risk to his/her safety

 Isolated Hardship Service Ribbon
 Response Service Award

 Deployment to a designated public health need or National Special Security Event

 Special Assignment Award
 Detailed a minimum of 30 days to a special program

 Global Response Service Award
 Non-domestic Corps deployment not less than 7 days

 Crisis Response Service Award
 Designated domestic response, deployed not less than 7 days
 Hurricane response
 OFRD deployments

 Recruitment Service Ribbon
 3 consecutive years in billet which primary duty is recruitment
 3 consecutive years maintaining current status in Associate Recruiter Program
 Awarded for service completed after April 2006
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Nomination Procedure
• Nominator:  fellow officer, co-worker, superior, someone outside the 

PHS with knowledge of accomplishments, himself/herself

• Nomination Forms:  
PHS-6342-1 Unit Honor Award Nomination Record  
http://dcp.psc.gov/PDF_docs/PHS-6342-1.PDF
PHS-6342-2 Individual Honor Award Nomination
http://dcp.psc.gov/PDF_docs/PHS-6342-2.pdf

• Check with your agency for specific award routing procedure

• Narrative
 No more than 2 typed pages
 Use of Times New Roman 12-point font preferred
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USPHS Awards Program

 Awards Commissioned Corps Instruction CCPM 27.1.1
• http://dcp.psc.gov/eccis/documents/CCPM27_1_1.p

df
• eCommissioned Corps Issuance System (eCCIS) 

Chapter 2

 USPHS Awards Coordinator
• Jane Sprouse 240-453-6062 
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Award Pitfalls

 Parts I/II
• Not complete
• Written in pencil/pen (Always type!)
• Parts I/II time periods need specific ending 

and starting dates. Do not use “current” as an 
ending date.

• “Cited for” section- < 25 words if possible
• Dates must be in order
• Part II must be filled out correctly

 Time Period: do not use “present” as ending date
 Previous awards: Document all awards received 3 

years prior to the beginning date and would overlap 
with current award request
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Award Pitfalls

 Narrative pitfalls
• Not easy to read

• Higher awards did not provide 2 page narrative
 Commendation medal and above

• Uses subjective data vs. objective data (no outcomes)

• Contains mostly jargon, glowing adjectives

• Uses incorrect grammar or punctuation

• Written in technical language not understandable by 
multidisciplinary board

• Impact not clear or explained

• Doesn’t meet award criteria

• Officer already recognized by previous award
 Do not copy award from previous nominations
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Narrative Suggestions

 Use a discrete time period in the narrative and 
make sure it matches the Part I of the 
nomination

 If award is for career accomplishments, 
summarize and highlight the total career

 Avoid CV format
 Narrative should include

• Introduction paragraph
• Background
• Intervention
• Impact/outcomes
• USE TEMPLATES for citations and achievements
• 1 inch margins
• 12 point font



Each Officer Must

 Be in compliance with the PHS CC 
licensure policy

 Have a current COER of file in OCCO 
with an average rating of “c” or 
higher

 Not have any pending or ongoing 
actions

 Meet Basic Readiness requirements



Where are my awards listed?

 http://dcp.psc.gov/

• In your Electronic Official Personnel File 
(eOPF)

 Password protected

 Promotion Information Report (PIR)

 Listed in chronological order

 If not posted, you do not have it and are not 
authorized to wear the ribbon

 Some agency awards may need to be 
submitted to OCCO for inclusion in eOPF

http://dcp.psc.gov/


PHS Order of Precedence

 CCPM-P67 Reference 

 See attachment

• http://coa.spsp.net/webpage/uniforms/ribbo
ns.html

 USPHS Rackbuilder

• http://armyawards.com/phsawards.shtml

http://armyawards.com/phsawards.shtml


Where do I get my ribbons?

 Ultrathin
• http://www.ultrathin.com/

• UltraThin
P.O. Box 7128 - Moore, OK 73153
Phone: 1-800-758-7265 or 405-794-7892
Fax: 1-800-962-1451 or 405-799-0499
E-mail: info@ultrathin.com

 Navy Uniform Shop

 Navy Nex

 National Hansen’s  Disease Programs
• 225-756-3793

• http://bphc.hrsa.gov/nhdp/odsc_catalog_main
_page.htm

http://www.ultrathin.com/
mailto:info@ultrathin.com




Achievement



Questions?

This presentation was 
sponsored by the DePAC,

Women’s Issues Subcommittee


