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Next Committee Meeting: 
TBD
1200 - 1330 hours EST
Via teleconference

  Teleconference Number (605) 475-4000 
                         Pass code: 937149#

  
	VOTING MEMBERSHIP

	[bookmark: _Hlk253489809]Attendance
	Rank
	Last Name
	First Name
	OPDIV
	Category

	P
	LCDR
	Avilés-Mendoza
	Guillermo
	HHS, Washington, DC
	HSO

	P
	LCDR
	Ayala
	Mollie
	CMS
	HSO

	        P
	LCDR
	Baez
	Osvaldo
	BOP, Ayers, MA
	HSO

	P
	CDR
	Bonilla
	Maricela
	HIS, Dulce, NM
	HSO

	P
	LCDR
	Brozyna
	Gerald
	CMS, Baltimore, MD
	HSO

	P
	CDR
	Castillo
	Carlos
	PSC, Rockville, MD
	HSO

	P
	CDR
	Chacon
	Gina
	DHS, Pearsall, TX
	NUR

	P
	CDR
	Crowley
	Lorena
	DHS, Plugersville, TX
	NUR

	P
	LT
	Gammarano
	Thomas
	DHS, Taylor, TX
	HSO

	E
	LT
	Muñiz-Ortiz
	Jorge
	USDA, Alexandria, VA
	SCI

	P
	CDR
	Rael
	John
	IHS, Alburqueque, NM
	HSO

	P
	LCDR
	Rivera
	Luz
	FDA,Silver Spring, MD
	SCI

	P
	LCDR
	Sancho
	Alfredo
	FDA, Rockville, MD
	SCI

	P
	LCDR
	Sandoval
	Michelle
	CDC, Indianapolis, IN
	HSO

	P
	LT
	Santiago
	Yvonne
	FDA, White Plains, NY
	HSO

	P
	CAPT
	Soto-Torres
	Lydia
	NIH, Bethesda, MD
	MED

	P
	LCDR
	Torres-Cruz
	Rafael
	NIH, Bethesda, MD
	HSO

	P
	LCDR
	Vargas
	Antonio
	HRSA, Chicago, IL
	NUR

	P
	LCDR 
	Vargas
	Diana
	FOH, Los Angeles, CA 
	HSO



GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
Members Present:
CAPT Jeasmine Aizvera, CDR Edgardo Alicea, CDR Miguel A. Cruz, CDR Nicole Gaskin-Laniyan, LCDR Melinda Astran, LCDR Francés de Jesús, LCDR Laura E. Garcia, LCDR Evelyn M Rodriguez, LT Mariely Marquez-Lorenzo,  LT Israel Garcia,  LT Alexander Varga, LTJG Rachel Channer, Stephanie C. Gardner (prior Marine Corps; civilian GS13)




I. CALL TO ORDER

Welcome and Roll Call: The meeting was called to order at 12:03 (EST) by LCDR Guillermo J. Avilés-Mendoza. He encouraged the continuum with the 2013 working momentum and enhances activities with new interventions. 


1. Approved meeting minutes from December 12, 2013.
2. Synopsis of HOAC goals by Chair LCDR Avilés-Mendoza.
3. Open for Announcement and discussion of MOLC Meeting
· MOLC- CDR Alicea and CDR Rael gave a synopsis of 2013 MOLC achievement in terms of membership terms (now 2 years).  This new term allows for engagement on long term projects.  MOLC have the analysis for the HOAC 2012 survey and have asked for the raw data and questions.  Raw data was submitted to MOLC.  There is Health Disparity Committee, with an expectation that a minority officer’s charter will start working different ideas to address health disparity of minorities in this country. LCDR Guillermo J. Avilés-Mendoza express that HOAC must have a strong voice through MOLC Preventive education to our Hispanic communities. 
· LCDR Guillermo J. Avilés-Mendoza- indicates a request for officers interested in volunteering for the MOLC Bylaws subcommittee. 
· (CDR Maricella Bonilla and LCDR Osvaldo Baez) CDR Bonilla indicated that during the MOLC meeting the new 2014 leadership discussed the Bylaws and Charter for incorporation of the 2 year commitment. LCDR Osvaldo Baez indicated the need to have the updated list of all USPHS officers that reported Hispanic origin to allow for communicating to officers about HOAC.  
4. COF Scientific Symposium June 10-12 Raleigh- HOAC is encouraged by LCDR Guillermo J. Avilés-Mendoza to organize a community event during the symposium.  A motion was approved for HOAC to lead through MOLC a community event during the symposium.  LT Santiago mentioned a possible contact with “El Centro Hispano” and LT Garcia indicated a contact with a primary health association on NC.  They will work with LCDR Michelle Sandoval (Education and Outreach). 
5. Education and Outreach (LCDR Michelle Sandoval)- 2 Activities; 
1) Health Fair during the COF Scientific Symposium June 10-12 Raleigh, NC 2014.  Goal to identify a community activity for HOAC to provide service during the 2014 COF Scientific Symposium June 10-12 Raleigh, NC. 
2) Hispanic Heritage month
6. HOAC is considering developing 2 Awards in honor of 2 past Surgeon General by the Awards and Recognition Committee (CDR Lorena Crowley) to recognize a junior and senior officer’s contribution to the mission of HOAC.  A motion was approved to start research for the creation of 2 Awards.  The research will be presented by the June meeting. 
7. Report from subcommittees (vision for 2014 and pending actions from 2013):

1) Awards and Recognition (CDR Lorena Crowley) – goal development of 2 HOAC Awards, one in honor of VADM Antonia Novello and another in honor of  VADM Richard Carmona.  Research with the help of volunteers to determine requirements.
- Follow up guidance for recognition of all members that participate on HOAC activities
-  Special Assignment Award- Important to maintain record of HOAC meeting participation, volunteer to subcommittees for the end of the year award.  
-  The Juan Carlos Finlay Award Announcement to be send as soon as possible.
           2) Charter and Bylaws (LT Thomas Gammarano) - Last year the Charter was updated and for 2014 the Bylaws will be updated.  For our next meeting the charter document will be distributed and a motion will be presented to evaluate if the charter can be available in the HOAC website. Volunteers are requested for this subcommittee 
           3) Communication and Public Relations (LCDR Sylvia Luna-Pinto) - CDR Miguel Cruz presented on her behalf.  The committee is currently evaluating last year’s progress and gaps to develop the 2014 working plan.  
           4) Nomination and Membership (LCDR Diana Vargas) - The committee is evaluating membership and will send out applications for nominations for the election of new voting members for 2015-2017 during late summer.  LCDR Guillermo J. Avilés-Mendoza will work with LCDR Vargas to obtain from the OSG’s Office a list of Officers who have identified themselves as being of Hispanic/Latino origin. 
           5) Education and Outreach (LCDR Michelle Sandoval) - Two main activities   2014 COF Scientific Symposium Health Outreach Fair and Hispanic Heritage month.                                                           
     
     
II. HOAC Sub-Committee Reports (submitted via e-mail by Subcommittee Chairs)

Recruitment and Retention- LCDR Avilés-Mendoza acknowledge the leadership of LT Jorge Muñiz-Ortiz in the OBC- He requests volunteers to assist during the OBC open house to informed officers regarding HOAC.  LT Jorge Muñiz-Ortiz attended the February OBC, he did not have volunteers.  Officers are encouraged to participate in future OBCs. 


  	



III. Executive Committee Reports:

Co-Chair (LT Yvonne M. Santiago):  Hispanic Heritage Month activity proposed to teach conversational Spanish to all Officers interested.  This activity requires promotion and coordination.

Secretary (LCDR Luz E Rivera):  As DC NPS PACE Co-Chair explained officer’s participation to address the OSG National Prevention Strategies through collaboration with local community organizations. Officers involved with PACE have developed presentations that are available for any officer to use.  Hours and outreach effort are reported to the OSG.  Officers are recognized for their participation (after completing 5 hours of service).  LCDR Rivera will explore with PACE to start a HOAC NPS PACE.   CAPT Soto Torres expresses interest in working toward Hispanic Health Challenges. 

Treasurer (CDR Carlos Castillo): The current balance for HOAC is: $1160.53.  There are plenty of coins available for sale.  The average cost for shipping via priority mail is about $6.50 per box.  

MOLC Representatives (CDR Maricella Bonilla and LCDR Osvaldo Baez): Reported during the beginning of the meeting

IV. Open Discussion

LCDR Guillermo J. Avilés-Mendoza announces the National Hispanic Medical Association conference to be held in DC by the end of March, officers are encouraged to attend.  LCDR Avilés-Mendoza will discuss How to increase the number of Hispanic employees in the Federal government.  

Meeting was adjourned at 13:31 EST by LCDR Guillermo J. Avilés-Mendoza.

HOAC Website: http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/hoac
 Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/USPHS-Hispanic-Officers-Advisory-Committee/521059367972945


			NEXT MEETING: April 10, 2014  
      Teleconference Number: (605) 475-4000; Pass code: 937149
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