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MEETING AGENDA

14 May 2015, from 1200 – 1330 Hours EST

Teleconference Number: (605) 475-4000
Pass code: 937149#
CALL TO ORDER (1200-1205)
Current Roster and Roll Call LCDR S. Carolina Luna-Pinto
1.  Welcome (LT Yvonne M. Santiago)
2.  Announcements:
· USPHS Symposium events – VADM Novello/25th Anniversary Celebration
· Partnership with U.S. Mexico Border Health Commission

· Update on OMH/MOU

3. HOAC Members Profile (Spotlight on Officers)
4.  Executive Committee reports:
     Vice Chair  -  CDR Edgardo Alicea 
     Secretary    -  LCDR S. Carolina Luna-Pinto
     Treasurer   -  LT Jorge Muñiz-Ortiz
     MOLC Representatives - CDR Maricela Bonilla and LCDR Vladimir Tirado
5.   Subcommittees Reports:

     Awards and Recognition


CDR Lorena Crowley
     Deployment



LCDR Elizabeth Garza                        
     Charter and Bylaws    


LT Thomas Gammarano                            
     Communication and Public Relations 
LCDR S. Carolina Luna-Pinto  

     Nomination and Membership 

CDR Antonio Vargas                
     Recruitment and Retention

LT Jorge Muñiz-Ortiz                        
     Education and Outreach


CDR Gerald Brozyna                        

HOAC Website: https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/hoac/ 
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/USPHS-Hispanic-Officers-Advisory-Committee/521059367972945



NEXT MEETING: July 16, 2015  
      Teleconference Number: (605) 475-4000; Pass code: 937149
Call to order: 12:03 pm

	VOTING MEMBERSHIP

	Attendance
	Rank
	Last Name
	First Name
	OPDIV
	Category

	E
	CDR
	Alicea
	Edgardo
	USCG, New Orleans, LA
	MED

	A
	LCDR
	Andreu
	Fernando
	USCG, Miami, FL
	MED

	E
	CDR
	Ayala
	Mollie
	CMS, Baltimore, MD
	HSO

	P
	CDR
	Bonilla
	Maricela
	IHS, Dulce, NM
	HSO

	P
	CDR
	Brozyna
	Gerald
	CMS, Baltimore, MD
	HSO

	A
	CDR
	Chacon
	Gina
	DHS, Pearsall, TX
	NUR

	P
	CDR
	Crowley
	Lorena
	DHS, Plugersville, TX
	NUR

	E
	LT
	Gammarano
	Thomas
	DHS, Washington, DC 
	HSO

	P
	LCDR
	Garza
	Elizabeth
	CDC, Washington, DC
	HSO

	P
	LCDR 
	Luna-Pinto
	Silvia
	CDC, Miami, FL
	HSO

	E, Proxy LT Rosado
	LT
	Muñiz-Ortiz
	Jorge
	USDA, Alexandria, VA
	SCI

	P
	LT
	Restrepo
	Adriana
	BOP, Keller, TX
	HSO

	P
	LCDR
	Rivera
	Luz
	FDA, Silver Spring, MD
	SCI

	P
	CDR
	Ruano-Rossil
	Jorge
	FDA, San Francisco, CA
	SCI

	P
	LT
	Santiago
	Yvonne
	FDA, White Plains, NY
	HSO

	P
	LCDR
	Tirado
	Vladimir
	BOP, Butner, NC
	HSO

	P
	LCDR
	Torres-Cruz
	Rafael
	NIH, Bethesda, MD
	HSO

	P
	CDR
	Varga
	Alexander
	IHS,
	PHAR

	P
	LCDR
	Vargas
	Antonio
	ASPR, Chicago, IL
	NUR

	P
	LCDR 
	Vargas
	Diana
	FOH, San Diego, CA 
	NUR


Other non-voting members and guests:
LT Lizette O. Durand, CDR Guillermo Aviles-Mendoza
1. Welcome
Welcome to all to general meeting. It was important to meet before the USPHS Symposium next week. There are lots of activities important to HOAC and it was important to make sure all are aware of these activities. 

2. Announcements

· MOLC Award Breakfast, Thursday, May 21 0700-0830

· VADM Antonia Novello 14th surgeon general will be attending to celebrate 25 years for MOLC and all of the CMAGs. Momentous occasion because she hasn’t been to any of these events in many years. 
· Small moment during the breakfast will be included to honor RADM Elizondo as he is retiring at the end of the year. He is the last flag officer of Hispanic descent currently in the Commissioned Corps. HOAC is working to do something for the retirement ceremony in October. 
· Need volunteers for MOLC booth. Used to provide information about our CMAGs and a place to sell HOAC merchandise. A great opportunity to sell the new coins honoring VADM Novello and VADM Carmona. Thank you to the group that worked on the coins. Send LT Santiago an email if you can volunteer. 
· A dinner on Wednesday evening is planned and VADM Novello has been invited. Send your name to LT Santiago. She needs names by today to provide names to restaurants to confirm a final number of attendees. Casa Cocina was suggested. This an important moment to spend time with VADM Novello before the MOLC breakfast to share the work of HOAC.
· Partnership with U.S. Mexico Border Health Commission

· HOAC is in talks with Dr. Jose Velasco to host a detail for HOAC officers and possibly OMH to help promotores de salud emergency preparedness and teach our officers cultural competency. This project is in the works. If interested, contact LT Santiago or CDR Aviles-Santiago. More information will be shared as soon as we have it. 
· Update on OMH/MOU
· CAPT Karen Sicard provided feedback. She is the policy representative for Commissioned Corps. It will be finalized in the next month or so. 
· HOAC Listserv

· Send announcements to LT Santiago, CDR Alicea or LCDR Luna-Pinto if you want an announcement sent to be sent to the HOAC listerv.
· Friendly reminder to all to update your info on the listserv. 

· Clean up emails or contact information

· Send any updates to LCDR Luna-Pinto.
· Subcommittee updates

· Send updates to LCDR Luna-Pinto to include in the minutes. This is helpful to draft the minutes.
· Deployment Teams
· If interested in joining a team let LT Santiago know, she can connect you with Team that are looking for Spanish-speakers. CAP, RDF, and SAT are interested in having a Spanish-speaker on their teams. It would be great to have a Spanish-speaker on every deployment team and the Spanish-speakers could be spread out. 
· LT Santiago is going to have someone from RedDog to present on the different teams and how to join. Some of the information on the website is not readily available.
· Voting Member Attendance

· Per bylaws voting members need to attend the majority of the meetings or find a proxy if not able to attend. We don’t want to end up not having a quorum for a meeting. We can also help finding an alternate.
· Reminder to attend HOAC Activities

· Please attend the MOLC ceremony breakfast and the HOAC dinner. Drop LT Santiago an email if you’re going to attend dinner.
· CDR Carlos Castillo and CDR Luz River are presenting on UC mission, as are LT Santiago and LCDR Sandoval. We urge you to attend. 

3. HOAC Members Profile (Spotlight on Officers)

CDR Lorena Crowley was born in Mexico. She served in the Army for three years and in the Air Force for nine years prior to joining PHS.  During her 12 years as a commissioned nurse officer in the uniformed services, CDR Crowley gained a wide variety of experience in various nursing fields including:   medical/surgical, oncology, telemetry, cardiac, trauma ICU, hyperbaric, same day surgery, and was a member of the critical care air transport  team (CCATT).  She was deployed to Balad, Iraq for six months and rendered care to over 600 critical combat, civilian and pediatric patients.  In 2007, CDR Crowley joined PHS as a general nurse for Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) Health Care Corps providing comprehensive medical care to 3,000+ undocumented illegal aliens while they were detained pending court determination.  She assumed a variety of roles including BLS Program director/Instructor, Infection Control Officer, Laboratory Monitor Officer, Immunizations Assistant, Patient Chronic Education Chairman/instructor and Staff Education Assistant.   In 2012, CDR Crowley became the Field Medical Coordinator for the Denver region overseen six Intergovernmental Service Agreements (IGSAs) detentions in Denver and Wyoming. Among her main responsibilities include conducting compliance site visit reviews to ensure standards of care are met, communicating with local/state health departments to prevent spread of infectious diseases, establishing continuity of care prior to release/removal of ICE detainees, approving medical services to ensure timely payment to offsite providers, monitoring/reporting on  high risk detainee cases, and assisting in medical complaints and Civil Right Civil Liberties(CRCL) investigations.  During her eight years with PHS, CDR Crowley has participated in 3 RedDog/RDF-4 annual trainings and 3 deployments: Rapid City, AP Hill, Oklahoma, Haiti Repatriation and Unaccompanied Children in McAllen, TX.

4. Executive Committee reports:
     Vice Chair  -  CDR Edgardo Alicea – excused, no report
     Secretary   -  LCDR S. Carolina Luna-Pinto – 

Stress the importance of sending announcements to Executive Committee to send to listserv. Also make sure the information has been vetted through the Subcommittee Chair.  
Treasurer  -  LT Jorge Muñiz-Ortiz – excused, LT Santiago provided report  New coins for sale, $10.00/each. Reach out to LT Muñiz-Ortiz. Balance as of May 4 is $1,974. There were a few expenses: coins, the donation to MOLC, thanks for the virtual vote on approving that expense, and a reimbursement for a career fair that LT Restrepo attended. Final estimate is $1,100. A PayPal account was set up. Stickers for $4.00/each. Need 40 T-shirts to place an order. 
 MOLC Representatives - CDR Maricela Bonilla and LCDR Vladimir Tirado

1. Guidance on selling CMAG merchandise (RADM Mishoe & CAPT Picard) - From MOLC 4/28/15 meeting

CAPT Picard states there is no policy or prohibition against the selling of PHS merchandise. There are several ‘caveats’ although:

· The main ‘target’ audience of this selling is to PHS officers and not public in general.

· A ‘reasonable” profit can be made with the intent of using the procured funds for PHS activities and not personal/group profit.

· Funds must not be mixed with personal officer accounts.

· No soliciting is allowed (even on CMAG internet websites).  This means you can show the merchandise on a CMAG website for instance and provide a contact person for ordering, but you cannot have ordering on the website. The reason for this is to avoid the appearance of impropriety (i.e. using taxpayer dollars to make profit).

· There is no branding guidance for PHS symbols. If you are to use them, they are to be used tastefully and respectfully.

· CAPT Picard will do further research on selling PHS merchandise on government property. (I.e. selling PHS merchandise on NIH property on ‘PHS Awareness Day’). CAPT Picard thinks this will be ok since the items are sold in the “atmosphere of Corps officers”, but will check on this and get back with us.

2.  MOLC Liaison has organized a Webinar on Friday May 22nd, 2015 from 1-2pm EST. Speaker is Nadine Gracia, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Minority Health and Director of the Office of Minority Health.  The talk is entitled "Moment of Opportunity: Reducing Health Disparities & Advancing Health Equity: 

Webinar information:

https://collaboration.fda.gov/r5hspd6ihp7/
Toll free: 1-855-828-1770

Meeting ID: 742 848 357

Meeting Password: 123456
3. Dr. Gracia will be attending at the USPHS Symposium and will be given a lecture on this topic on Thursday.

4. Thank CDR Gresham and LCDR Sandoval have been working with MOLC on the awards ceremony. CDR Gresham will serve as MC for the award ceremony.
5.   Subcommittees Reports:
Awards and Recognition

No updates
Charter and Bylaws 

No updates
Communication and Public Relations 
LCDR S. Carolina Luna-Pinto  

· Updated the website after many attempts. Thank you to CDR Mollie Ayala and LCDR Michael McSherry for their work.

· Website address had changed.

· Newsletter was released in April. Thanks to LCDR Torres-Cruz for helping out that together. It included a good range of HOAC activities. 

· Still looking into DropBox. LT Gomez is looking into that. 
· LT Santiago commended the subcommittee for the newsletter. It was shared with higher PHS Commissioned Corp headquarters folks. RADM Giberson gave us a kudos.

Nomination and Membership 

CDR Antonio Vargas    

· An email will be sent towards end of July to recruit new voting members.
· For those that are active and are not voting members should consider joining as a voting member.

Recruitment and Retention

LT Jorge Muñiz-Ortiz     

· OBC 79 – April 2015

· 35 Officers

· LT Leslie Rivera Rosado represented HOAC at OBC Open House.

· LT Gelio Alves represented HOAC during the APFT portion of OBC.

· LT Santiago and LT Muñiz Ortiz represented HOAC at Graduation.

· Next OBC is in June:

· Course dates: June 7-June 19

· Call for volunteers to represent HOAC:

· Open House – Thursday June 11, 2015 (evening)

· Pinning Ceremony – Friday June 12, 2015 (morning)

· Graduation – Friday June 19, 2015 (morning)

· LT Rivera Rosado and LT Muñiz Ortiz represented HOAC at the FDA PHS Awareness day on Tuesday April 7, 2015.  LT Rivera Rosado put together a poster board for HOAC that can be used for future HOAC events. 

· Information on Career Fairs:  We have set up a collaboration with JOAG to help us attend Career Fairs and recruitment events to represent HOAC.  We had LT Adriana Restrepo represent HOAC/PHS at a career fair recently.  

If you want information on attending a career fair, please email LT Muñiz Ortiz at jorge.munizortiz@fsis.usda.gov.

· LT Restrepo provided a short briefing about her experience at the career fair. 
· LT Restrepo attended the S.T.E.M. Career fair at Ramapo College of NJ in April 2015, where PHS and HOAC were represented at the fair.  LT Restrepo provided information to undergraduate students and addressed questions with regards to the Corps. There were several students interested in obtaining more information about HOAC/PHS and they were provided with guidance and advised of available resources.

· HISPS contact has moved to HHS headquarters and memo to recruit more Hispanic offers has grown and will include the Commissioned Corps through a partnership with CDR Dunbar.
· Encourage all to get out there to career fairs to get USPHS as a career path and HOAC.

Education and Outreach


CDR Gerald Brozyna and LCDR Rodriguez                      

· New O&E members

· LCDR Evelyn Rodriguez is our newest member.  We now have five members!

· Spring Health Series (upcoming presentations)

· Mental Health presentation – multiple presenters

· Hispanics’ Health in the United States – CDC Vital Signs by CAPT Ken Dominguez and his team (multiple presentations)

· Plaza Fiesta Hispanic Health Fair in Atlanta, Georgia

· Takes place on May 17, 2015

· Time: 10:30AM - 6:00PM

· Number of volunteers and vendors 

· PHS volunteers (9) 

· Affiliate volunteers (10) - this  including a range of volunteers from students from local universities and the CDC

· Vendors (8-10) – there are a variety of vendor that will be participating

· Univision interview will take place with PHS Officers during the health fair
Deployment Sub-committee

· LCDR Garza mentioned the ongoing Deployment Spotlight on monthly. Featured LCDR Sandoval and Rivera, a chance to learn about their experiences.
· CDR Sancho has been working with DoD to get officers tested through DoD system that is used for military service; includes Spanish-language testing for verbal and written proficiency and work is being done to include in the eOPF. To be tested in national capital region. 

· CDR Aviles-Mendoza that the work with US-Mexico Border Health Commission is ongoing. Mr. Velasco is a champion and is assisting to identify funds to train officers on the border.
· The first newsletter “El Despliegue” will be coming out featuring resources for deployment. Also submitting an article for RedDog newsletter focused on medical terminology in Spanish.

· Highlighting a Spanish-language practice program. The name will be sent out for virtual vote. The program will focus on pairing officers to practice Spanish through geographic or one on one matches. Additionally, the subcommittee is working on implementing a program similar to Hola FDA to provide another opportunity to practice Spanish during lunch.
· Two surveys that have gone out; one on the UC mission and the other on the Ebola deployment surveys. A reminder will be sent out to complete that survey. An AAR will be drafted on lessons learned. 
· LT Santiago commended the subcommittee for all of their work, which has been noticed by higher level Commissioned Corp.
LT Santiago thanked all officers who have served during the Ebola response. 
1308 Adjourn
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