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 Chair Report/ LCDR Brian Burt
PAPAG Chair Report:
No report submitted

Subcommittee Reports

Awards Subcommittee- CDR Deborah Bishop
No report submitted

Communications Subcommittee- CDR Jim Reid/CDR Stephen Keller/LCDR Joseph Newcomb
July saw another audit of the Listserv email list.  Importance of the audit is to assure that information is being sent out to as many PA officers as possible.  The importance of information decimation also caused an email to be sent out to the entire USPHS PA list.  As of now that email has caused five officers to sign on to the Listserv.  
Recommend sending out a second email with my point of contact information to assist officers that are having a hard time singing up for the Listserv.  It takes me less than 5 minutes to subscribe someone onto the Listserv.  Goal is to get as many officers to sign up.
An interesting finding is that there are 3 FNPs, so far, that have requested to be kept on because they find the information useful in regards to billets and other miscellaneous information passed on.

Membership Subcommittee-LT Tracy Sanchez/CDR Chauna Brooks/LCDR Patricia Corbin
 No report submitted

Policy and Procedure Subcommittee- CDR Joe Morris/CDR Paul Hager
No report submitted

Professional Development Subcommittee- LCDR Billy Collins/LCDR Danielle Didonna
No report submitted

Readiness Subcommittee- CDR Dan Goldstein /CDR Josef Rivero/CDR Holli Olson
The readiness subcommittee received the readiness report for HSOs for the quarter ending June 30, 2014.  Because we just received the Excel spreadsheet on July 9, 2014, from DCCPR we have not had a chance to gather data and determine the readiness for PAs.  We should have a report on readiness available to share with the PAPAG for next month’s meeting. 

Recruitment and Retention Subcommittee-CDR Mark McKinnon
No report submitted

Welcoming Subcommittee-CDR Candace Been
No report submitted

Ad Hoc COF Subcommittee/ CDR Michelle Pelkey
No report submitted

Ad Hoc AMSUS Subcommittee/ LCDR Brian Burt
No report submitted

Liaison Reports

JOAG/ LCDR Pieter Vanhorn
No report submitted

BOP-CDR Dan Goldstein
There is a new and/or revised special salary rate (SSR) for selected Health Services positions at various locations in the BOP.  The Office of Personnel Management (OPM) approved SSR tables for field level GS Medical and Dental Officers, Physician Assistants, Nurse Practitioners, Pharmacists, and Registered Nurses.  Commissioned corps PAs working in one of these selected positions will have a higher billet (05), and civil service PAs will have a higher GS scale (12).  

MLP workgroups have been formed consisting of commissioned corps and civilian PAs and NPs.  The workgroups include the following: Clinical Skills, Electronic Medical Record (EMR), Orientation/Mentoring (mostly for new hires), and Recruitment.  

Succession planning for the MLP Advisory Board will begin in a few months.  The BOP national staff meeting is scheduled for August, and CAPT Hunter Buskey will be attending and representing PAs.   

There are 2 PAs, stationed in the BOP, with a Call to Active Duty to the USPHS scheduled in July 2014.

IHSC- CDR Deborah Bishop 
No report submitted

IHS- CDR Holli Olson 
NC4 issues:
AAPA- CAPT Gary Cole, (the IHS Chief Clinical Consultant for Physician Assistants) and LCDR Tim McCreary staffed a recruitment booth. Many PA’s interested in what we do with contact information established, loan repayment options, available jobs, and establishing student rotation sites. 
CAPT Cole also attended the Indian Health National Leadership meeting known as NC4 that was held on June 23-26, 2014 in Scottsdale, AZ. 

It was attended by over 200 IHS Medical Leaders to inform and discuss a wide array of issues within Indian Country. Most important to us is the Recruiting and Retention of our PA’s which is a mix of Commissioned Corps,  Tribal Hire, Civil Service and Contractors. The discussion with IHS Headquarters HR Staff included Special Salary rates to address some pay discrepancies.  Much more discussion will need to occur prior to seeing any changes. 

The primary focus over the next year will be assisting PA’s with placement in IHS.  All clinical disciplines would like to see an increase in money available for the loan repayment program.  We are currently limited to approximately $ 20,000 net payment per year.

Travel ceilings have precluded many PA’s in IHS from attending CME Conferences. The Director explained the general direction away from large conferences in the wake of the GSA and VA Conference scandals, and the sequestration.  In previous years, IHS culturally based CME options were available for providers and this year the NC4 is restarting discussion on this.

IHS Website and IHS Directors Blog:  President Obama attended Flag day celebration in Cannon Ball, ND in June.  Announced initiatives to strengthen tribal communities.

Ihs.gov/OSCAR—online search engine of archived documents/publications related to IHS.  Ex. Search cancer statistic for Native Americans, or culturally sensitive educational materials.

IHS Deployments continue to be a challenging Issue for officers:  several IHS officer were deployed by OFRD to Mexican Boarder for Boarder Crisis but were recalled back to their service unit shortly after because the Hospital CEO did not give prior authorization.  The IHS has established a Deployment Authorization Process which basically states that even though you may be preauthorized to deploy a month or 2 before your on call month.  If you are notified to deploy you must immediately notify and get approval from every level of your local and Area Office chain of command up through the Director of IHS prior to getting on the plane.

IHS jobs:
Rapid City SD,  Toiybee CA, Bemidji Area MN, Pine Ridge Hospital in SD, Billings Area Montana, Inchelium WA, Quentin N Burdick Memorial Health Facility in ND

FDA-LCDR Stephen Smith
A most recent search of USAJobs for positions open this week for "Consumer Safety Officer FDA" in these Cities:
These are GS11,12,and 13 positions , noting that depending on the location, O-4 billets are being negotiated where normally O-3 billets are the norm for crossing over.  I have had 3 conversations with individuals, so far resulting in two interviews since the last call.  Keep forwarding me people!

    Bethesda, Maryland
    Rockville, Maryland
    Silver Spring, Maryland
    Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
    Tulsa, Oklahoma
    Austin, Texas
    Dallas, Texas
    Fort Worth, Texas
    Houston, Texas
    San Antonio, Texas

NOAA-CDR Michelle Pelkey
No report submitted

PHSAPA-LCDR Pieter Van Horn
No report submitted

DOD-{vacant}
No report submitted

Meeting adjourned at 21:00 hours EST.
Next teleconference:   August 14, 2014 at 20:00 hrs EST.
Call –in number: 1-218-548-3569 Pass code: 778730# 
Minutes prepared by: LCDR James Reid, II, Secretary
Reviewed and approved by: LCDR Brian Burt, Chair
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                               Physician Assistant Professional Advisory Group
                                                 U.S.  Public Health Service 
                                                 Thursday July 10, 2014
                                                          2000-2100 EST
	Attendance
	Rank
	Last Name
	First Name
	OPDIV

	Present
	CDR
	Been
	Candace
	IHSC

	Absent
	CDR
	Bishop
	Deborah
	IHSC

	Absent
	CDR
	Brooks
	Chauna
	BOP

	Present
	LCDR
	Burt
	Brian
	HRSA

	Absent
	LCDR
	Collins
	Billy
	DOD

	Present
	LCDR
	Corbin
	Patricia
	BOP

	Present
	LCDR
	Didonna
	Danielle
	FDA

	Absent
	LCDR
	Forster
	Jerry
	DOJ/BOP

	Present
	CDR
	Goldstein
	Dan
	BOP

	Absent
	CDR
	Hager
	Paul
	IHS

	Present
	CDR
	Keller
	Stephen
	IHS

	Absent
	CDR
	McKinnon
	Mark
	HHS

	Absent
	CDR
	Medina
	Miguel
	BOP

	Present
	CDR
	Meece
	Rebecca
	HHS

	Present
	CDR
	Morris
	Joe
	DHS

	Present
	LCDR
	Newcomb
	Joseph
	IHS

	Present
	CDR
	Olson
	Holli
	IHS

	Present
	CDR
	Pelkey
	Michelle
	NOAA

	Present
	LCDR
	Rathke
	Christian
	NOAA

	Present
	CDR
	Reid
	Jim
	BOP

	Absent
	CDR
	Rivero
	Josef
	BOP

	Absent
	CDR
	Saini
	Parmjeet
	HRSA

	Absent
	LT 
	Sanchez
	Tracy
	IHS

	Present
	LCDR
	Thompson
	Jasen
	DHS

	Present
	CDR
	Valdez
	Janet
	NIH

	Present
	LCDR
	Van Horn
	Pieter
	BOP

	Present
	LCDR
	Zagula
	Matthew
	IHS


Liaisons: 
Guests: 
