
Certified in Public Health: 
Credentialing Public Health Leaders 



Why the CPH? 

    Created to Professionalize the Field of Public 
Health 



NBPHE Leadership 



Certified in Public Health Program 

      

Governance: Policies &
Procedures

Eligibility

Point of Entry: Exam

Credential Renewal

Code of Ethics



Taking the CPH Exam 



Exam Coverage 

Core areas 
• Biostatistics (30 items) 
• Epidemiology(30 items) 
• Environmental Health 

Sciences (30 items) 
• Health Policy & 

Management (30 items) 
• Social and Behavioral 

Sciences (30 items) 
 

Cross Cutting areas (25 
items) 
• Communication & Informatics 
• Diversity & Culture 
• Leadership 
• Professionalism 
• Program Planning 
• Public Health Biology 
• Systems thinking  

General Principles (25 items) 
 



The CPH Examination 

• 3 testing cycles per year at computer-based testing 
centers: February, June and October 
 

• Exams given M-F and some Saturdays 
 

• Paper-pencil testing administrations available by 
request  
 

• Offered in locations in USA and globally   
 

 

 



The CPH Examination 

• No calculators or scratch paper allowed 
 

• White board & markers may be used 
 

• 4 hours to complete 
 

 

 



The CPH Examination 

• 200 items 
 

• Pass rate is 80-85% 
 

• Often described as “Hard but Fair” 
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Exam Eligibility  



Exam Eligibility 

All graduates of CEPH-accredited  
Schools and programs of public health 

 
 
 

All public health degrees,  
NOT just MPH.   



Exam Eligibility 

Students who: 
• have completed or are concurrently enrolled in the 

graduate-level core content required for their graduate 
degree 
o biostatistics  
o epidemiology 
o environmental health 
o health policy 
o behavioral sciences 



Individuals who have taken the core content 
at a CEPH-accredited institution and who meet one  
of two additional eligibility criteria:  

• Minimum of five years of public health experience OR  

• Possession of a relevant graduate degree  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exam Eligibility 



Individuals who have: 
 

• Minimum of five years of public health experience 

• At least a bachelor’s degree in any field but have not earned 
a degree from a CEPH-accredited school or program 

 Discounted price for pilot exam: $150 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professional Eligibility (Pilot for Oct 2015) 



Study Resources 

• Content Outline 
• Sample Exam 

Questions 
• Practice Exam 
• Webinars 
• Review session at 

APHA 
 

 



CPH Recertification  
Process 

 



Bi-Annual Recertification Process 

• Bi-annual recertification process requiring CPH to 
earn 50 recertification credits 
 

• Reporting via an online recertification portal  
 

• CPH renewal fee is $95.00 every two years 



Pre-Approved Recertification Activities 

• Reading of Peer-Reviewed Literature  
• Public Health Professional Events 
• College or University Courses 
• Medical residencies 
• Coursera Courses 
• Instruction, Writing or Professional 

Contribution 
• Item-writer for CPH exam or CPH study guide  
• Volunteer and Service Activities 

 

 

 

 



Requiring the CPH Exam 



Who is requiring the CPH Exam? 

1. Brigham Young University 

2. St. George's University 

3. University of Louisville  

4. University of Kentucky 

5. University of North Texas  

6. University of Oklahoma  

7. University of South Florida 

8. Oregon MPH Program 

              



Other schools/programs with 
significant  CPH participation 

• Columbia University  

• CUNY  

• Drexel University  

• Eastern Virginia Medical School  

• University of Florida  

• Johns Hopkins University  

• University of Pittsburgh 

• Touro University CA 
 
 

 



NBPHE Job Task Analysis  



Job Task Analysis 

Domain #1 

Task #1 

Task #2 

Domain #2 

Task #1 

Task #2 



Council of Linkages Core 
Competencies for PH 

Professionals 

 
ASTHO – 

Knowledge/Skills/Attitude
s 

 
ASPPH Framing the Future: Blue 
Ribbon PH Employer’s Advisory 

Board 

 
ASPPH Framing the Future:  

MPH Report 
NBPHE Job Task Analysis 

Analytical/Assessment Skills  Informatics and Analytics Analytic Methods & Technology and 
Information Analysis Critical / Strategic Analysis 

Communication Skills  Communicating Persuasively  Communications Communication Communication 

Cultural Competency Skills Diverisity and Incluston Management and teamwork  Diversity Diversity and Cultural Proficiency 

Policy Development/Program 
Planning Skills  Political Engagement Policy Policy Advocacy 

Leadership and Systems Thinking 
Skills  Systems Thinking How the Health System Works  Systems Thinking Leadership & Systems Thinking 

Financial Planning and 
Management Skills  

Resource Management 
  Budgeting and Finance Management, Finance & Policy 

Community Dimensions of 
Practice Skills 

 

Problem solving 
Change Management Problem Solving and Leadership Collaboration 

 
Collaborating and Partnering 

 

Global Health Global Health Policy Program Planning 

Public Health Sciences Skills  
 

Science 
 

Biological & Environmental Applications 
 

Ethics 



Job Task Analysis Areas 
1. Critical / Strategic Analysis 
2. Biological and Environmental Applications in Public Health 
3. Leadership & Systems Thinking 
4. Management, Finance & Policy 
5. Program Planning 
6. Collaborating and Partnering 
7. Communication 
8. Advocacy 
9. Ethics 
10.Diversity and Cultural Proficiency CPH Content Outline 

1. Epidemiology 
2. Biostatistics 
3. Health Policy Management 
4. Environmental Health 
5. Behavioral Social Sciences 
6. Program Planning 
7. Informatics and Communications 
8. Diversity and Inclusion 
9. Public Health Biology 
10.Systems Thinking 
11.Leadership 



Send questions to Allison 
Foster at afoster@nbphe.org 

Thank You! 

mailto:afoster@nbphe.org
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