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 Chair Report/ LCDR Brian Burt
PAPAG Chair Report:
Most of the PHS activity this month focused on preparation for the COF Meeting in Raleigh, NC.  I hope we will have a good representation of PAs at this valuable conference.  If you have never been it is highly recommended that you attend this conference periodically. 


The SG nomination seems to have stalled.  No further information is available at this time but as you know we are in excellent hands under the great leadership of RADM Boris Lushniak.


The Professional Development Committee is requesting that every PA complete the most recent survey regarding education and additional certification. If you have not already done so please complete this brief survey. https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/K9YWLDD 

Subcommittee Reports

Awards Subcommittee- LCDR Deborah Bishop
LCDR Jeremy Parmley was selected as the 2014 recipient of the PA of the Year Award.  He has shown outstanding local and national leadership, clinical excellence and professional contributions in numerous areas over the past year.  While serving as the Acting Emergency Department Medical Supervisor for the Albuquerque Indian Health Center, LCDR Parmley developed numerous clinical policies, protocols, and procedure guides that reduced error across the health system. LCDR Parmley managed clinical duties while also attending to contract oversight of multi million dollar contracts.  He has also served in the areas of Infection Control where he provided oversight of hygiene surveillance, and pathogen follow up that led to a 75% reduction in blood culture contamination.  LCDR Parmley served as the President of the PHSAPA  where he worked with the AAPA to include USPHS officers in the military discount, saving our officers hundreds of dollars.  He has also served as President of his COA Branch, and with JOAG and HSPAC, and is a NIST A Tier 1 deployment team member. The outstanding leadership and dedicated service demonstrated by LCDR Parmley are in keeping with the highest traditions and future directions of the USPHS and the PAPAG proudly recognizes him as the 2014 PA of the Year.

Communications Subcommittee- LCDR Jim Reid/CDR Stephen Keller/LCDR Joseph Newcomb
An audit of the NIH list serve subscriber roster was performed to determine if there were subscribers not meeting the criteria for inclusion in the distribution list.  A criterion for retention on the distribution list was the following: 
•	Only officers on active duty with the US Public Health Service that are billeted as physician assistants should be included.

An email was sent out on the distribution list informing list serve subscribers of the audit.  There were several retirees and USPHS active duty officers responding with requests to remain on the list.  As a result it was decided that the criteria to remain on the list are the following:

•	Active Duty officers with the USPHS that are billeted as physician assistants
•	Active Duty officers with the USPHS that require access to the PAPAG such as HSPAC members
•	Retired officers that have remained active in the profession and within the service
•	Sister Service officers that work with or supervise USPHS physician assistants

A second email was sent out with a list of non-affiliated officers and personnel with instructions to contact the communications committee with requests to stay on the distribution list.  Those that replied where retained on the list, all others that did not meet criteria were deleted.

A template is being worked on regarding announcements for posting on the list serve.  HSPAC has a template that would require minor changes but could be used as an announcement template.  All announcements on the list service are being mirrored on the PAPAG Face Book page.
Submitted by LCDR Newcomb

Membership Subcommittee-LT Tracy Sanchez/CDR Chauna Brooks/LCDR Patricia Corbin
Per our last meeting on 10 April 2014, it was determined there are a number of vacancies coming up at the end of this year.  I reviewed the roster on the website; and I counted 17 vacancies that will occur in Dec 2014 (with one person listed for 2 offices).  

Would late summer be an appropriate time to begin to put out the word via HSO Update and perhaps Facebook for people to begin to think about applying for voting membership?   By the way, I was on Facebook last night, and found the USPHS page; but could not find either the HSO page nor a PAPAG page, even with a search. 

Policy and Procedure Subcommittee- CDR Joe Morris/CDR Paul Hager
No report submitted

Professional Development Subcommittee- LCDR Billy Collins/LCDR Danielle Didonna
No report submitted

Readiness Subcommittee- CDR Dan Goldstein /CDR Josef Rivero
 The readiness subcommittee received the March 31, 2014, quarterly readiness roster for HSOs and stats were calculated and presented during the May PAPAG meeting.  There are approximately 173 PAs in the commissioned corps.  Approximately 12 PAs were listed as Exempt for readiness.  Out of the remaining 161 PAs, we are happy to report 155 PAs were listed as Basic Ready, meaning only 6 PAs were determined to be Not Qualified.  This equals a 96% basic readiness for PAs.  The readiness committee has contacted the 6 PAs who were Not Qualified, and they indicated they were aware of what was needed to be done to become Basic Ready.

Recruitment and Retention Subcommittee-LCDR Mark McKinnon
Recruitment: LCDR McKinnon continues to interface with the DCCPR Recruitment Branch to determine the status of PA Recruitment. PA interviews were completed approximately 2-3 weeks ago and the boarding process continues for those who successfully passed the interview process.

Retention: LCDR McKinnon, as a Separations Counselor within DCCPR has visibility of all PAs separating or retiring. Since January 01, there has been one Separating PA and we have one Retiring PA.

Welcoming Subcommittee-LCDR Candace Been
No report submitted

Ad Hoc COF Subcommittee/ CDR Michelle Pelkey
Nothing to report

Ad Hoc AMSUS Subcommittee/ LCDR Brian Burt
No report submitted

Liaison Reports

JOAG/ LCDR Pieter Vanhorn
-Looking for Volunteers to 'Man' the JOAG booth and Uniform Inspection Booth at COA.
-The JOAG Public Health and Community Service Committee (PHCS) is responsible for encouraging, promoting, and building on established healthy lifestyles in PHS officers and in the community by providing officers with the tools and resources the they need to empower themselves and their peers. During the 2014 Symposium, the JOAG PHCS will be sponsoring a Let's Move!-My Plate Community Service Event.  The Let's Move! program is meant to encourage and support Commissioned Corps Officers in their pursuit of actively promoting health and wellness within their communities by leading activities that accomplish the Let's Move! Campaign objectives. For more information on the JOAG Let's Move Campaign, please visit http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/JOAG/resources_letsmove.aspx.  
 
If you are interested in volunteering for this community service event (to be held at the local Boys and Girls Club located less than 1 mile from the convention center) on Tuesday, June 10th (4-6pm), please contact LCDR Kelly Ngan (Kelly.Ngan@fda.hhs.gov; 240-246-5225) or LCDR Catherine Beer (Catherine.Beer@fda.hhs.gov; 518-453-2314 x1015) for more details.
 
Date: Tuesday, June 10th
Time: 1600-1800 
Location: Boys and Girls Club (travel options will be discussed during the volunteer teleconference)  
Uniform: Blue or Black USPHS t-shirt (optional: Non-Rank Insignia Hat) 
POCs: LCDR Kelly Ngan (Kelly.Ngan@fda.hhs.gov; 240-246-5225) or LCDR Catherine Beer (Catherine.Beer@fda.hhs.gov; 518-453-2314 x1015)
 
-JOAG Journeyman Series:
 Please join us on, FRIDAY, 9 May 2014 at 1300 EST! We are honored to have, CAPT Holly Williams RDF 3 Team Commander and CDR Sara Luckhaupt to speak on a timely and important professional development topic: ““Lessons Learned on Leadership- How to Best Practice our USPHS Core Value”.  Slides for the presentation will be sent for your viewing.
Please send any questions you have for  CAPT Williams and CDR Luckhaupt to LCDR Avena Russell (avena.russell@fda.hhs.gov).

Call in: 1-213-342-3000

Note: this is a toll line and long distance charges apply

Participant Access Code: 6904646 

-Next General Member Meeting: Wednesday, June 11, 2014; 1200 – 1330 EST at the 2014 USPHS Scientific & Training Symposium.

Miss a meeting? JOAG digitally records each meeting, including the Journeyman Series. For an mp3 copy of the recording, email LCDR Hiren Patel, hiren.patel@fda.hhs.gov
BOP-CDR Dan Goldstein
In early May each year employees in the Federal Bureau of Prisons celebrate National Correctional Workers week.  It is a time to memorialize correctional workers who have been killed in the line of duty at work, but it is also a time for correctional staff, including PAs who work in the BOP, to have fun and enjoy the numerous planned activities that are scheduled during this week.  

From May 5, 2014, through May 23, 2014, PHS officers in the BOP who currently work as department heads (or higher) are eligible to apply for the position of Associate Warden or Warden.

IHSC- LCDR Bishop 
Nothing new to report.  For new hires or transfer to IHSC must go through USA jobs.

IHS- No report submitted

FDA-LCDR Stephen Smith
Current positions in FDA are posted and change weekly in https://www.usajobs.gov/ 

DO YOU LIKE BOSTON RED SOX, Patriots, Bruins, Celtics.... or would you rather move close so you can see your team beat them when they play here?  Our District Office will soon open up FIVE positions for Consumer Safety Officer as a Drug investigator... Use your Clinical Skills and Drug background to hold Drug firms responsible for making quality medicine.  Positions will soon be posted on USA Jobs... let me know if you are interested...  these are 03 and within two years O-4 billets when you complete your training.

I search using Consumer Safety Officer for entry level positions normally O-2 and O-3 with occasional O-4 positions. Once you have been in for a few years, then you can move into the O-5 billet positions such as Specialists, Management, Recall Coordinators and International Cadre.

If you have any questions about FDA, contact LCDR Stephen Smith @ 781-587-7512.

NOAA-CDR Michelle Pelkey
Still recruiting for NOAA Ship Hi'ialakai. Will start interview process after 5/27/14.

PHSAPA-LCDR Pieter Van Horn
-Board Of Directors Announcement to be discussed at AAPA Meeting in Boston MA. President Elect, VP, Sec and Treasurer all on the docket to be elected to lead the organization.

-(FROM THE LAST MEETING) Discussed Flu Surveillance, and that it is winding down for the year; The nomination of the Surgeon General was discussed; ICD-10 standards, and it's delay were discussed; Top CDC Initiatives were discussed; Congress and the passing of Medicare Laws were discussed; Discussion of AAPA elections; Finally the AAPA member discount for PHS members was discussed. Please like us on FaceBook, and check us out on the Web at http://phsapa.com/

-Recent Vote on Life Time Membership. Results Pending

-AAPA Meeting: changed to Monday, May 26 at 1300 at 107 C in the Boston Convention and
Exhibition Center

We had a unanimous vote to approve the change to the PHSAPA Bylaws to include the provision for Lifetime membership.  Thank you to those who voted.  Stay tuned for the roll out of this membership option.  
 
We are still looking for candidates for President Elect and Treasurer.  Please take the leap to augment your Officership or encourage other PHS PAs to do so even if they aren't a current member (they can join at any time before election)!  
 
Hope to see you all at the AAPA Conference at the end of the month.  Our next meeting, and Board elections, will be live at the conference on Monday May 26th at 1300 in room 107c of the convention center.

PHSAPA was POC for helping confer 75.00 discount off of AAPA yearly membership fees through having USPHS added to other uniformed services discount.

DOD-No report submitted

Meeting adjourned at 21:00 hours EST.
Next teleconference:   June 12, 2014 at 20:00 hrs EST.
Call –in number: 1-218-548-3569 Pass code: 778730# 
Minutes prepared by: LCDR James Reid, II, Secretary
Reviewed and approved by: LCDR Brian Burt, Chair
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	Attendance
	Rank
	Last Name
	First Name
	OPDIV

	Excused
	LCDR
	Been
	Candace
	IHSC

	Present
	LCDR
	Bishop
	Deborah
	IHSC

	Present
	CDR
	Brooks
	Chauna
	BOP

	Present
	LCDR
	Burt
	Brian
	HRSA

	Present
	LCDR
	Collins
	Billy
	DOD

	Present
	LCDR
	Corbin
	Patricia
	BOP

	Present
	LCDR
	Didonna
	Danielle
	FDA

	Excused
	LCDR
	Forster
	Jerry
	DOJ/BOP

	Present
	CDR
	Goldstein
	Dan
	BOP

	Absent
	CDR
	Hager
	Paul
	IHS

	Excused
	CDR
	Keller
	Stephen
	IHS

	Excused
	LCDR
	McKinnon
	Mark
	HHS

	Present
	CDR
	Medina
	Miguel
	BOP

	Present
	CDR
	Meece
	Rebecca
	HHS

	Present
	CDR
	Morris
	Joe
	DHS

	Excused
	LCDR
	Newcomb
	Joseph
	IHS

	Present
	LCDR
	Olson
	Holli
	IHS

	Present
	CDR
	Pelkey
	Michelle
	NOAA

	Present
	LCDR
	Rathke
	Christian
	NOAA

	Absent
	LCDR
	Reid
	Jim
	BOP

	Present
	CDR
	Rivero
	Josef
	BOP

	Absent
	CDR
	Saini
	Parmjeet
	HRSA

	Absent
	LT 
	Sanchez
	Tracy
	IHS

	Absent
	LCDR
	Thompson
	Jasen
	DHS

	Present
	CDR
	Valdez
	Janet
	NIH

	Absent
	LCDR
	Van Horn
	Pieter
	BOP

	Absent
	CDR
	Zagula
	Matthew
	IHS


Liaisons:  LCDR Stephen Smith-present
[bookmark: _GoBack]Guests: CDR Bunnell, LCDR Jeremy Parmley, CDR Branch
