                                Physician Assistant Professional Advisory Group
                                                   U.S. Public Health Service
                                                   May 30, 2013 Minutes

 Chair Report/ LCDR Scott Klimp
PAPAG Chair report:
Thank you to everyone for your response and collaboration as we added new members to each of our committees. I look forward to the ideas each committee brings forward in order to advance the mission of the PAPAG. We had a great breakout session and social during last week's COF symposium- a special thank you to CAPT Cole for hosting the social event and to CDR Hunter-Buskey (and CDR Brooks) for their presentation on preparing for publication.

Subcommittee Reports

Awards Subcommittee- CAPT George Carter/CDR Janet Valdez
 We encouraged everyone to check the CCMIS website for promotion benchmarks. 
For individuals up for promotion next cycle, it is encouraged that you check with your agency as to when awards are due and be ready to submit your write up in enough time to get into OPF before December. Also do your own write up and submit to supervisor if your supervisor does not have the time to do write up.  Individual Honor awards includes, PHS Citation, AM, CM and OSM.

Communications Subcommittee- CDR Stephen Keller/LCDR Jim Reid
No new information.

Membership Subcommittee-LT Tracy Sanchez
No new information.

Policy and Procedure Subcommittee- CDR Paul Hager/CDR Joe Morris
CDR Morris proposed on working on each section of by-laws. Would like to get input from members of assigned committees. As of to date, we are not aware of any set requirements or how to modify it.

Professional Development Subcommittee- CDR Anthony Bryant
Welcome new members of the Professional Development Subcommittee, CDR Rebecca Meece and CDR Parmjeet Saini.  Both I and LCDR Thompson welcome you and appreciate your support.   
 All Officers are encouraged to start preparation for the 2014 promotion year.  Review the 2014 bench marks, as well as the promotional check list found on the Promotion Information page found under Services on the CCMIS page.  If you have not done so, start converting your CV into the new format.
 The HSPAC Mentoring Program has posted the May Newsletter.  To start receiving the newsletter, contact the PAC mentoring subcommittee.
 The Professional Development Subcommittee will be preparing a presentation for the June 2013 call in meeting.  The topic will be Advanced degrees for PA's.  The presentation will include varies opportunities for obtaining Master’s and Doctorate level degrees in Public Health, Health Administration, Doctor of Health Sciences, etc.  Anyone who has information, comments, or suggestions are welcome to contact me or any member of the subcommittee via email.  Comments from the floor during the meeting suggested including information on NCCPA Specialty Certificates of Added Certifications (CAQs) to the presentation.  This is a great suggestion, and the information will be included in the presentation.   
    
 Readiness Subcommittee- CDR Josef Rivero/LCDR Dan Goldstein
Unfortunately, we have not been able to obtain the master list/spreadsheet of HSOs from DCCPR to check the readiness status for PAs for the March 31, 2013, readiness check.  We spoke with CDR Ali Danner, the HS-PAC Chair, and made him aware of our request to get this HSO list.  CDR Danner believes that none of the readiness committees in different categories (e.g. Nursing, Pharmacy, etc…) have been able to get their readiness specifics.  Overall, it was reported the HSO category was slightly < 90% basic ready with the March 31st check.  It is well known DCCPR is short-staffed, which may explain why we cannot get the information we need.  The readiness committee will continue to be in contact with CDR Danner, and we hope to have readiness data for PAs from the March 2013 quarterly check to share with the PAPAG by the June monthly meeting. 

Recruitment and Retention Subcommittee-CDR Matthew Zagula/ LT James McLellan
No new information.

Welcoming Subcommittee-LCDR Candace Been/LCDR Paul Licata
One project that I have been thinking about for the PAPAG is to create a new officer welcoming packet especially designed for PAs coming into USPHS. Both the JOAG and HS PAC have some type of welcome or new officer packet. I feel that the information they provide is great, but neither really discusses why or how this knowledge is specifically of benefit to an USPHS PA. As a PA one of the benefits of the bill is that you can use the benefits to pay for your NCCPA recertification exam. There are other specific topics that we can include that are important for PAs to know while in PHS. Will present to our members.

Ad Hoc COF Subcommittee/ CDR Pelkey
No updates.

Ad Hoc AMSUS Subcommittee/ CAPT Cole
No updates.

Liaison Reports

JOAG/ LCDR Pieter Vanhorn
No updates.

BOP/ CDR Anthony Bryant
Multiple job opportunities are available throughout the BOP.  Direct Access has listings on the vacancy announcements, but many are not posted.  The BOP web site, BOP.GOV, has a map with every BOP facility listed.  Contact information for the Health Services Department can be found on the institution's web site.  Contact the Health Systems Administrator of an institution of interest to see what openings may be available.  
 CAPT George Durgin released an update of the BOP involvement from the recent COF USPHS Scientific Training Symposium.  LCDR Goldstein, who was in attendance, gave a brief during the meeting yesterday.  There were 55 officers who attended the BOP breakout session with RADM Kendig.  Currently, the BOP has 870 officers assigned, that includes every category except Veterinarians.  Of the 870 officers, 59 are Physician Assistants.   

IHSC- LCDR Bishop
No new information.
IHS- CAPT Gary Cole
CDR Paul Hager reported that there are several job opportunities in Anchorage, Alaska. These positions are supporting 05/06 clinical billet. Please contact CDR Hager if anyone is interested.
Website link: www.anphc.org

FDA/ LCDR Stephen Smith
Search on USAJobs for “Consumer Safety Officer FDA" (see link below)
https://www.usajobs.gov/JobSearch/Search/GetResults?Keyword=consumer+safety+officer+fda&Location=&AutoCompleteSelected=False&search.x=38&search.y=13
There are positions for entry level 0-2 and 03 and occasional 0-4's. Positions are in Washington DC, Iowa, Kansas, California and Nebraska.
If you need some out of this country experience... positions are available in China, India and Mexico.

NOAA/ CDR Michelle Pelkey
No updates.

PHSAPA/ LCDR Pieter Van Horn
No updates.

DOD/ LCDR Billy Collins
No updates.

Action Items:
1. Follow-up on proposal for each committee to work off-line to develop a project or action item related to their area and report back with ideas and a general plan.  
Topic of Interest:
LCDR Brian Burt presented detailed information on “Space A Travel”. Please contact LCDR Burt for any questions.

Additional Information:
CDR Miguel Medina is in charge of the Medical and Mental Health operation at his duty station. For anyone interested in considering a career in BOP, CDR Miguel Medina has graciously offered to provide additional information. Please contact him:
CDR Miguel A Medina, PA-C
Associate Warden Health Services
USMCFP Springfield
1900 W. Sunshine Ave.
Springfield, MO 65807
 Office: 417-837-1752
Mobile: 417-840-9601
email: mamedina@bop.gov

Meeting adjourned at 21:00 hours EST.
Next teleconference:   June 27, 2013 at 20:00 hrs EST.
Call –in number: 1-218-548-3569 Pass code: 778730# 
Minutes prepared by: CDR Janet Valdez, Secretary
Reviewed and approved by: LCDR Scott Klimp, Chair
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[bookmark: _GoBack]
