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Pharmacy Category Action Items  
One Time Tasks 
Due Date Task 
28 November 
2014 

Annual COER is due to Division of Commissioned Corps Personnel and Readiness (DCCPR) 

30 November 
2014 

UPOC Activity Reports should be submitted to 
https://sites.google.com/a/phspharmacist.org/pharmpac-tools/current-officers/upoc-activity-
report 

2-5 December 
2014 
 

AMSUS Meeting 
2-5 December 2014 
Washington DC 
Walter E Washington Convention Center 
Visit Website for more details: 
http://amsusmeetings.org/annual-meeting/ 

18 December 
2014 

Direct Access will be unavailable from 18 December until 5 January due to technical upgrade and 
addition of military pay.” Please update your Basic Life Support (BLS) and Annual Physical Fitness 
Test (APFT) information in Direct Access to ensure you do not have a lapse in readiness. 

31 December 
2014 

Readiness Check 

 

Continuous Tasks  
Task (Frequency) 
Review CPO Report and complete its Action Items. (Monthly) 
Ensure Basic Readiness. Checks are completed quarterly as follows: 

• 31 December 2014 (Must be Basic Ready at this point for the following year’s promotion boards) 
• 31 March 2015 
• 30 June 2015 
• 30 September 2015 

The annual seasonal flu vaccination is required for the December 31st and March 31st readiness checks. The flu 
vaccination is required once each year before December 31st.  Always keep evidence/confirmation of the faxes you 
send to MAB. Once received, they will update info on the eOPF and Direct Access. 

• Officers should NOT use the old numbers and should ONLY use the following new fax numbers for 
immunization submissions: (301) 480-0373 or (301) 480-0385. 

• Use the MAB coversheet when faxing immunization documents. The coversheet is available 
at:  http://ccrf.hhs.gov/ccrf/MAB_Fax_Coversheet.pdf 

• MAB enters all medical information in Direct Access, not ReDDOG. 
• Immunization requirements can be obtained at http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/ofrd/immun_guide.htm 

PharmPAC Perspectives Newsletter 
• Review new issues. (Quarterly) 
• Volunteer to submit articles to the Communication Section (Whenever you can!) 

PharmPAC Meetings/Minutes 
• Review previous minutes (Monthly) 
• Review Liaison Reports for Agency Specific Information (Monthly) 
• Attend future meetings when possible. (first Thursday of the month at 1400 EST) 

Annual Physical Fitness Test (APFT) – Go to the APFT Initiative Website 
USPHS Awards (Annually, generally in March) 

• Review Criteria (http://staging.usphs2.cit.nih.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_admin_awards.aspx) 
• Nominate eligible officer(s), submitting all material as ONE PDF document to the Administration Section 

https://sites.google.com/a/phspharmacist.org/pharmpac-tools/current-officers/upoc-activity-report
https://sites.google.com/a/phspharmacist.org/pharmpac-tools/current-officers/upoc-activity-report
http://amsusmeetings.org/annual-meeting/
http://ccrf.hhs.gov/ccrf/Readiness/Basic_Readiness_Checklist.pdf
http://ccrf.hhs.gov/ccrf/MAB_Fax_Coversheet.pdf
http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/ofrd/immun_guide.htm
https://sites.google.com/site/apftinitiative/
http://staging.usphs2.cit.nih.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_admin_awards.aspx


 
 

Call to Order:   CDR Jefferson Fredy, PharmPAC Chair  
• The meeting was convened at 1403 EST. 

 
Roll Call:   LCDR Ben Bishop, PharmPAC Executive Secretary 

MEMBER SECTION OPDIV CITY, STATE PRESENT ALTERNATE PRESENT 
       
RADM Pamela Schweitzer CPO CMS Baltimore, MD Yes N/A  
CDR Jefferson Fredy Chair IHS Crownpoint, NM Yes LT Keith Warshany  
CAPT Aaron Sigler Chair-Elect FDA Rockville, MD Yes LCDR Melinda McLawhorn  
CDR Anne Marie Bott Recruitment IHS  Anchorage, AK Yes LCDR Matthew Duff  
CDR Kavita Dada Administration FDA Silver Spring, MD Yes LT Lindsay Wagner  
CDR Janelle Derbis Readiness FDA Chicago, IL Yes CDR William Pierce  
CDR Dean Goroski Career Development IHS Toppenish, WA Yes LCDR Mark Iseri  
CDR Kenda Jefferson   Readiness DHS/DIHS Washington, D.C. Yes LCDR Carl Olongo  
CDR Shary Jones Career Development OS Kansas City, MO Yes LCDR Chaltu Wakijra  
CDR Marisol Martinez Career Development DOD Fort Sam Houston, TX Yes LT Kendra Jenkins  
CDR Timothy Murray Career Development IHS Claremore, OK  CDR Jodi Tricinella Yes 
CDR Selena Ready Recruitment FDA Silver Spring, MD Excused CDR Mark Miller  
CDR David Schatz Administration DHS/USCG Clearwater, FL Yes LCDR Jeremy Gustafson  
CDR Juliette Touré Readiness FDA Silver Spring, MD Yes CDR Diem-Kieu Ngo  
CDR Aimee Young Administration IHS Anchorage, AK Yes CDR Sara Doran-Atchison Yes 
LCDR Tina Bhavsar Communication CDC Atlanta, GA  LT Jennifer Lind  
LCDR Kara King Recruitment IHS Anchorage, AK Excused CDR Damion Killsback Excused 
LCDR Scott Raisor Communication IHS Winterhaven, CA Yes LCDR Gayle Lundberg  
LCDR Tami Rodriguez Recruitment BOP Edgefield, SC  LCDR Michelle Williams  
LCDR Anna Santoro Career Development BOP Ayer, MA Yes LCDR Jacklyn Finocchio  
Dr. Scott Smith Communication AHRQ Rockville, MD Yes Diane Cousins  
LCDR Rodney Waite Communication BOP Milan, MI Yes CDR Jaime Morris  
LT Marie Manteuffel Readiness CMS Baltimore, MD Yes LCDR Jeannettee Joyner  
LT Jane McLaughlin-
Middlekauff 

Administration HRSA Rockville, MD Yes LCDR Alexis Beyer  

LCDR Benjamin Bishop Executive Secretary FDA Silver Spring, MD Yes N/A  

 
Historical Attendance Data 

Meeting Date Teleconference Adobe Connect In Person 
    

November 06 2014 163 60 (estimate) 24 
October 02 2014 189   

September 04 2014 122   
August 07 2014 124   

June 05 2014 115   
May 01 2014 107   
April 03 2014 119   

March 06 2014 180  70 (estimate) 

February 06 2014 59  
(technical difficulties noted) 

 
 

January 02 2014 113   
December 05 2013 139   
November 07 2013 156   

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  



 
 

CPO Update:   RADM Pamela Schweitzer, Chief Professional Officer 
 
Remarks 

• Welcome to the PharmPAC leadership, looking forward to a new year and sharing the vision and point 
of view of the CPO with everyone. 

• It’s an honor to see how hard everyone works, and to work with such expert pharmacists. 
• This is a great time to be a PHS Pharmacist, whether Commissioned Corps or Civil Service. We are the 

experts. The nation as a whole is moving toward public health and prevention. There are 1243 
pharmacist officers out of approximately 300,000 pharmacists in the United States. We will be 
marketing ourselves as public health and pharmacy leaders. 

• There are opportunities for work and volunteering, please step up and get involved, reach out to 
committee chairs and the PharmPAC leadership. 

• We have value across agencies: meetings and interagency work between CMS and IHS, BOP and ICE, 
and the topic of specialty drugs is bringing together several agencies. These are examples of bringing 
down silos and impacting the whole nation. Future projects will do the same. 

• There has been increased visibility and we are very proud of the PHS officers involved in the Ebola 
response. 

• In recognition of Veterans Day, it’s an honor to serve our country and we thank our fellow service 
members. 

• Introduction of pharmacy students at FDA on rotation. 
• Currently working on a second team for the Ebola response. 
• Officer Mid-Level Course (OMC) to be offered some months when the Officer Basic Course (OBC) is not. 

 
OBC 

• Schedule is on CCMIS: http://dcp.psc.gov/CCMIS/COTA/obcdates.aspx. You are invited to attend the 
OBC Pinning and Graduation ceremonies. There is no OBC scheduled for November, the next OBC is 
scheduled for December: 
 

Course 
Number Month Course Dates Open House Pinning 

Ceremony 
Graduation 

Date 

OBC 77 Dec-14 
12/07/14 – 
12/19/14 

12/11/14 12/12/14 12/19/14 

 
CPO Initiatives Update 

• CPO will be on a panel presenting on "Improving the Infrastructure for Continuity of Care" at the 
NCPDP Educational Summit, 11 November 2014 in Indianapolis, IN. 
http://www.ncpdp.org/Education/Educational-Summit  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Open Forum 

• Question: What should UPOCs discuss with pharmacy students interested in the COSTEP program or to 
increase their odds of joining USPHS?  

o Since most COSTEPS are in I.H.S, consider contacting CDR Damion Killsback 
(Damion.Killsback@ihs.gov) to identify sites which may take a COSTEP.  Consider contacting 

http://dcp.psc.gov/CCMIS/COTA/obcdates.aspx
http://www.ncpdp.org/Education/Educational-Summit
mailto:Damion.Killsback@ihs.gov


 
 

those sites, even prior to the application process.  Please also, do not limit yourself 
geographically.  Also, note that COSTEPS may be eligible to be commissioned without having to 
wait until the application pool for officers to open. This is effective for COSTEPS who have 
completed their program from 2011 and beyond.  

• Question: Are there target criteria for enrolling in the Officer Mid-Level Course? 
o Criteria: 

 5-12 years PHS service 
 No adverse actions 

o Expectations of Officers during Officer Mid-Level Course 
 The course content is designed to help participants further develop through the 

understanding, application, and analysis of fundamental leadership concepts. It builds 
on the foundations established in the Officer Basic Course and hones the skills necessary 
to serve as mid-level officers and the future leaders of the United States Public Health 
Service.  

 This course is an official temporary duty assignment (TDY).  ALL officers registered for 
this course have been placed on official TDY orders and must follow all travel and 
attendance directives (http://dcp.psc.gov/eccis/documents/PAM51.pdf).  This is 
Uniformed Service training, not a conference-style event. There will be long days and 
some evening activities/work to be accomplished.   

o Expectations 
 Own, Bring, & be able to Wear Service Dress Blues, Summer Whites, ODUs and Khaki 

uniforms to include all “REQUIRED” components to this training. You must pass uniform 
inspection in each of these uniforms. 

 Be Basic Ready 
 Have No Adverse Actions 
 Complete all academic requirements prior to attending this course. 
 Have a Satisfactory on last 2 COERs 
 Bring Physical Fitness attire. You must complete APFT (at Level 1 or higher) during this 

training. No treadmill or swimming option available. 
 Meet uniform & grooming standards for daily uniform inspections and throughout the 

course. 
 Be on time and fully participate in all class and homework activities during long hours. 
 Practice proper academic integrity. 
 No agency work while TDY during this course.  
 This is an in-residence course (No going home at night & on-site NLT 2200hrs). 
 No visitors allowed at the training facility at any time. 
 No use of electronics in class unless authorized by instructors. This includes cell phones, 

computers, iPads, etc.  
 Utilize proper use of Chain of Command.  
 No fraternization.  
 No behavior that would bring discredit to the uniform/service. 

• Comment: The association between PHS and the Surgeon General brings a lot of pride that can be 
shared with family, friends, and others. 

• Question: How many Commissioned Corps pharmacists are there?  
o 1243 

http://dcp.psc.gov/eccis/documents/PAM51.pdf


 
 

o Currently there are approximately 6 pharmacists deployed with about 70 total officers for the 
PHS Ebola response. 

• Question: Is there any news on the status of the nomination for Surgeon General? 
o RADM Schweitzer is in touch with the Office of Surgeon General and will look into the answer. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
COF Pharmacy Category Day Update  
CDR Timothy Lape (timothy.lape@cms.hhs.gov)  
LCDR Tami Rodriguez (t1rodriguez@bop.gov) 
LCDR Michelle Williams (mrwilliams@bop.gov)  

• Location/Dates for the Symposium: Atlanta Sheraton, Atlanta GA; 18-21 May 2015.  For more 
information, please visit http://symposium.phscof.org/  

• Please consider attending the meeting and presenting during Category Day, Tuesday May 19.   
• The deadline for submitting presentations for Category Day was 10/31/2014. Category Day 

presentations are being organized by CDR Lape and LCDRs Rodriguez and Williams. CDR Ray Ford is 
also a point of contact.  

• Submissions for presentations are currently being evaluated, and those not selected for Category Day 
will be redirected to other tracks if possible. 

• There will be a poster competition, details to be posted on the website in January. 
• There will be Joint Combined Social as well as a Pharmacy category social at COF. Dates and locations 

for these events will be announced at a later date.  For questions about either event or to volunteer to 
assist in planning, please contact LCDR Melinda McLawhorn at melinda.mclawhorn@fda.hhs.gov. 

• During Category Day there will be a panel discussion about the Ebola response. This will feature various 
pharmacy officers, including those deployed for the response. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Recruitment Section Update  
CDR Anne Marie Bott (ambott@anthc.org) 
CDR Kara King (kaking@anthc.org) 
CDR Selena Ready (ssready12@gmail.com) 
LCDR Tami Rodriguez (t1rodriguez@bop.gov) 
Section Web Address: http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_recruit.aspx 
Responsibilities: Duty Station Map, Pharmacy’s Best Kept Secret (PBKS), UPOC (Activity Report,  
Biannual Report, Master List, Newsletter, Request to be a POC), Recruitment Presentations  
(BOP, IHS, PHS), Vacancy Listings (Vacancy Map), Welcome to the PHS! 

• The Recruitment Section would like to thank LCDR Brittany Keener for her leadership and service to the 
recruitment section during her tenure on the PharmPAC, as well as welcome LCDR Tami Rodriguez to 
as a Co-lead to the recruitment section.  

• The UPOC Newsletter Workgroup is soliciting articles for the upcoming Fall 2014 Edition of 
the UPOC Newsletter.  

o Please write in a concise manner that conveys the main point of your experience or activity.  
o We recommend that articles include between 300-800 words and that might be useful to 

pharmacy students who might be considering a career in PHS or those with an upcoming 
rotation with a preceptor in PHS.  

o Articles should be emailed to LCDR Honeylit Cueco at hcueco@SouthcentralFoundation.com 
before the submission deadline of November 21st, 2014. 

mailto:timothy.lape@cms.hhs.gov
mailto:t1rodriguez@bop.gov
mailto:mrwilliams@bop.gov
http://symposium.phscof.org/
mailto:melinda.mclawhorn@fda.hhs.gov
mailto:ambott@anthc.org
mailto:kaking@anthc.org
mailto:ssready12@gmail.com
mailto:t1rodriguez@bop.gov
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_recruit.aspx
https://sites.google.com/a/phspharmacist.org/pharmpac-tools/pharmacy-duty-stations
http://www.usphs.gov/docs/pdfs/bks/PHS_BKS_pharmacy_121412.pdf
https://sites.google.com/a/phspharmacist.org/pharmpac-tools/current-officers/upoc-activity-report
https://sites.google.com/a/phspharmacist.org/pharmpac-tools/upoc-biannual-report
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/documents/UPOCMasterList.pdf
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_recruit_forms.aspx
https://sites.google.com/a/phspharmacist.org/pharmpac-tools/upoc-enrollment-request
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/documents/boprec.ppt
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/documents/ihsrec.ppt
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/documents/phsrecruits.ppt
https://sites.google.com/a/phspharmacist.org/pharmpac-tools/pharmacy-duty-stations
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/documents/welcome.pdf
mailto:hcueco@SouthcentralFoundation.com


 
 

• PHS Pharmacy Presentation is posted on the PharmPAC Recruitment webpage, under “Recruitment 
Presentations”.  Please use this presentation for your upcoming speaking engagements regarding PHS 
Pharmacy.  http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_recruit_pres.aspx 

• UPOC Roles and Responsibilities - any officers serving as UPOCs are expected to maintain at least two 
points of contact with their assigned university(s).  There is also an expectation to respond back to the 
UPOC biannual reports ensuring that each officer has accomplished at least one of the two required 
contacts, that they have logged their recruitment activities on the PharmPAC Recruitment Tools 
Website, that the officer is still interested in continuing with the UPOC program and inquiring if any of 
their information has changed.  If two biannual reports have been disseminated and there is no report 
filed, inactive officers will be removed from the UPOC Program.  This action is multi-factorial.  This 
ensures that responsive and dedicated officers remain engaged and ready respond and serve and will 
allow us administratively to clean-up the list of officer volunteers.  Any questions please e-mail CDR 
Anne Marie Bott at ambott@anthc.org. 

• Activity Reports are to be submitted to:  https://sites.google.com/a/phspharmacist.org/pharmpac-
tools/current-officers/upoc-activity-report.  Please note that this site is blocked by many HHS agencies 
(i.e. FDA and BOP); thus, you must access it on your personal device or computer.  Please complete by 
November 30, 2014. 

• Biannual Reports are to be submitted to:  https://sites.google.com/a/phspharmacist.org/pharmpac-
tools/upoc-biannual-report.  Please note that this site is blocked by many HHS agencies (i.e. FDA and 
BOP); thus, you must access it on your personal device or computer.  Please complete by November 
30, 2014. 

• Question: Is there a process for handing off UPOC duties to a specific officer? 
o In the activity reports officers will be asked if they would like to continue. Other officers are 

welcomed to apply. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Administration Section Update  
CDR Kavita Dada (kavita.dada@fda.hhs.gov) 
CDR David Schatz (david.j.schatz@uscg.mil) 
CDR Aimee Young (alyoung@anthc.org) 
LT Jane McLaughlin-Middlekauff (jmclaughlin@hrsa.gov) 
Section Web Address: http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_admin.aspx 
Responsibilities: Awards, Charter, Coins (Order), History, Liaisons (Agency Liaisons, Organization Liaisons), 
Legislation Monitoring, PharmPAC Member List, PHS Pharmacists List, SOP  

• Thank you to CDR Jinhee Lee for her service to the section. 
• Roster of PharmPAC voting members will be posted to the website. 
• Welcome to the new IHS agency liaison LCDR Sophia Park and HRSA agency liaison CDR Krista Pedley, 

as well as the new section co-lead, CDR Aimee Young. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Career Development Section Update  
CDR Dean Goroski (dean.goroski@ihs.gov)  
CDR Shary Jones (shary.jones@hhs.gov) 
CDR Marisol Martinez (marisol.martinez@dha.mil) 
CDR Timothy Murray (timothy.murray@ihs.gov) 
LCDR Anna Santoro (astevenson@bop.gov) 
Section Web Address: http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_career.aspx 

http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_recruit_pres.aspx
https://sites.google.com/a/phspharmacist.org/pharmpac-tools/current-officers/upoc-activity-report
https://sites.google.com/a/phspharmacist.org/pharmpac-tools/current-officers/upoc-activity-report
mailto:kavita.dada@fda.hhs.gov
mailto:david.j.schatz@uscg.mil
mailto:alyoung@anthc.org
mailto:jmclaughlin@hrsa.gov
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_admin.aspx
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_admin_awards.aspx
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_admin_charter.aspx
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_admin_coins.aspx
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_admin_coins_order.aspx
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_admin_liaison.aspx
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_admin_liaison_agency.aspx
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_admin_liaison_contacts.aspx
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_admin_members.aspx
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/directory.aspx
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/documents/sop.pdf
mailto:dean.goroski@ihs.gov
mailto:shary.jones@hhs.gov
mailto:marisol.martinez@dha.mil
mailto:timothy.murray@ihs.gov
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_career.aspx


 
 

Responsibilities: Career Guidance, CV Template (PDF, Word), Mentoring (Tools)    
• CV review will be offered again this year. Officers who can review or would like their CV reviewed 

should please contact LCDR Anna Santoro (astevenson@bop.gov) 
• Thank you to the 45 and growing group of officers that have volunteered to be reviewers and to the 35 

and growing group of officers who have submitted CVs. 
• The eOPF and Direct Access will have blackout dates on December 15 and 18. 
• COERS are ongoing and officers are responsible for tracking the COER process. 
• Advanced degrees criteria and requirements: Should be able to demonstrate that a degree has value to 

the Corps and to the officer’s services 
o Advanced pharmacy degrees 
o Foreign languages 
o Any valid degree that adds value 

• The BDU is being phased out at the end of this year. 
• Question: How are previous degrees factored in? 

o Qualifying degree is the degree with which the officer entered the Commissioned Corps. 
o Other degrees do not have to be earned after the qualifying degree. 

• Question: How does an officer determine their Time and Experience (T&E) 
o Look at initial documents in eOPF related to commissioning. 

• Comment: The eOPF seems to be always down. 
o There are no reports of it being down at this time; however it is not accessible via Windows 8, 

Firefox, or carrier pigeon. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Communications Section Update 
LCDR Tina Bhavsar (tbhavsar@cdc.gov)   
LCDR Scott Raisor (thomas.raisor@ihs.gov) 
Dr. Scott Smith (scott.smith@ahrq.hhs.gov) 
LCDR Rodney Waite (rcwaite@bop.gov) 
Section Web Address: http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_comms.aspx 
Responsibilities: Calendar of Events/Meetings, Listserv, Minutes, PLANT, Public Health Awareness, Website 

• Thank you to former section members and welcome to new members. 
• Fall 2014 Perspectives newsletter will be published this evening. 

o Topics related to the Surgeon General, deployments, initiatives, activities, and anything related 
to career development are especially desired for future issues. 

• The newsletter is an excellent way for officers to become more involved and also share their duties and 
activities. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Readiness Section Update 
CDR Janelle Derbis (janelle.derbis@fda.hhs.gov) 
CDR Kenda Jefferson (kenda.jefferson@live.com, kenda.jefferson@hq.dhs.gov.) 
CDR Juliette Touré (juliette.toure@fda.hhs.gov) 
LT Marie Manteuffel (marie.manteuffel@cms.hhs.gov) 
Section Web Address: http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_readiness.aspx 
Responsibilities: APFT Initiative, Readiness Forms 

• PACE is a program to recognize achievement related to the APFT. 
o The APFT will become a requirement for Readiness on July 1st, 2015. 

http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_career_guidance.aspx
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_career_guidance.aspx
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/documents/cvtemplate.docx
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_career_mentoring.aspx
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_career_mentoring_4.aspx
mailto:astevenson@bop.gov
mailto:tbhavsar@cdc.gov
mailto:thomas.raisor@ihs.gov
mailto:scott.smith@ahrq.hhs.gov
mailto:rcwaite@bop.gov
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_comms.aspx
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_comms_calendar.aspx
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/listserv.aspx
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_comms_minutes.aspx
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_comms_plant.aspx
mailto:janelle.derbis@fda.hhs.gov
mailto:kenda.jefferson@live.com
mailto:kenda.jefferson@hq.dhs.gov
mailto:juliette.toure@fda.hhs.gov
mailto:marie.manteuffel@cms.hhs.gov
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_readiness.aspx
https://sites.google.com/site/apftinitiative/
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_readiness.aspx


 
 

o The PACE program recognizes officers who have accomplished their first APFT, increased their 
AOFT level, or achieved a level 4 APFT. 

• The PACE program has invited other categories to participate. 
• Congratulate September PACE recipients– CDR Vandna Kishore and LCDR Dipti Kalra 

September 2014 
CAPT Cook, Keith W. EHO 
CDR Houck, Misti Pharmacy 
LCDR Triepke, Tana Pharmacy 
LT Washburn, Rachel Pharmacy 
LT Janik, Christopher Pharmacy 
LT Tuckett, Gayle Pharmacy 
LT Alverson, Brianna Pharmacy 

LT Seaton, Melissa G. EHO 
o As always, we wish to thank the members of our workgroup for their hard work and dedication 

in helping make this program a continued success, especially with the expansion to Health 
Services (HSO), Sanitarian/Environmental Health (EHO), Therapist (THER), and Dietician (DIE) 
categories as well!  EHO, DIE, & HSO have actively submitted to the PACE program already. 

o Questions, please contact PharmPACReadiness@fda.hhs.gov. 
o Also, be sure to check out the APFT initiative website for upcoming APFT opportunities. 

https://sites.google.com/site/apftinitiative/ 
• Please complete the annual flu vaccination as well as required documentation. 
• Pharmacy Basic Readiness was at 90% for the 3rd quarter (July/Aug/Sept).  There is still room for 

improvement.  Next quarterly readiness check will be run on January 1st, 2015 for the 4th quarter 
(Oct/Nov/Dec). 

• Direct Access will be down from December 18th, 2014 to January 5th, 2015.  Please make sure you 
submit all paperwork for promotion or readiness prior to December 18th, 2014.  Don’t wait until the 
last minute.  Fax lines could be overwhelmed. 

• Medical Affairs Branch is now just Medical Affairs. Website and documents will be updated. 
o There are two new fax lines for submissions of immunizations.  They are 301-480-0373 and 301-

480-0385.  Please do not use the old fax line anymore. 
• There are approximately 45 officers from several categories that may have a licensure update problem 

in Direct Access.  If you have submitted a new updated license but it does not reflect it in the system, 
please be patient as they are aware of the problem.  However, if you have not gotten it corrected by 
December 1, 2014 please call the Officer Support Branch Licensure Technician at 240-453-6142. 

• Question: Is faxing now an option for submitting the APFT form?  
o Yes, information can be found on the OFRD website. 
o The mailing address on the APFT form is incorrect, please check website. 
o The fax number is 301-594-3299. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
PAC Chair Update/Open Forum:   CDR Jefferson Fredy 

• Please utilize the PAC section co-leads for any questions you may have. 
• Introduction of CDR Jefferson Fredy 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:PharmPACReadiness@fda.hhs.gov
https://sites.google.com/site/apftinitiative/


 
 

PAC Chair-Elect Update:   CAPT Aaron Sigler 
• Thank you to CDR Troy Bernardo for previous work. 
• Introduction of CAPT Aaron Sigler 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
 

Old/New Business:   CDR Jefferson Fredy 

• AMSUS meeting in Washington DC, December 2-5. Registration is still available, please visit 
http://amsusmeeeting.org 

o A second Joint Humanitarian Operations Course (JHOC) has been added at the 2014 AMSUS 
Continuing Education Meeting! This is a unique opportunity to receive training for crisis 
response.  In order to attend the JHOC training course you will have to pay for at least two days 
of the conference. There are only 30 slots and they will fill up fast. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact CDR Gresham at malaysia.gresham@dha.mil or LCDR 
Thornton at cody.thornton@hhs.gov. 

o You can attend the meeting even if you don't want to earn CE/CME. You are able to attend all 
sessions and visit the show floor. The cost for this ticket is $50.  

o Reserve your hotel room at the Marriott Marquis or Renaissance by Friday, 7 November at 
11:59 p.m.  You will pay only $177 per night versus the going rate of over $200 more per night 

o An information session on the Ebola response will be held Wednesday morning, RADM 
Giberson may be speaking. 

o Social to be held Monday December 1, 2014 at the Dubliner (Number 4 F St, Washington DC 
20001) from 1800-2000 EST. Attire is Civilian Casual. Please RSVP to LT Angelica Chica at 
angelica.chica@fda.hhs.gov  no later than November 21, 2014.  

• ASHP Midyear will be held December 7-11 in Anaheim, CA 
o Details at http://www.ashp.org/menu/Events/PresenterResources/2014-Midyear-Clinical-

Meeting  
o Federal Forum on Sunday December 7th at 1230pm-5pm in Anaheim CA as part of the 2014 

ASHP Midyear Clinical Meeting (includes Opening Ceremony, 2 hours of speakers with CPE and 
adjournment to a Federal Forum Poster Session which will also have CPE available).  Specific 
Room for Federal Forum will be provided at a later date. 

o Welcome: 1230-1pm  
o Keynote: 1-2pm (1 hr CE)  

 Dr. Anthony Morreale, Department of Veterans Affairs 
o Update: 2-3pm (1 hr CE) “Patient Centered Medical Home”  

 Presented by  LTC Mark Maneval (Army) and Dr. Brian White, Tripler Army Medical 
Center, HI 

o Reception/light beverages: 3:30-4pm 
o NEW EVENT: Poster session: 4-5pm "Meet the Researchers” 

 1st ever poster session at Federal Forum, featuring IHS and VA residents 
 All federal residents and professionals should plan on traveling to Midyear by Saturday 

to present posters at the federal forum on Sunday.  Poster presenters will get a 
confirmation via email with the date and time of poster presentation. 

• Just as interagency collaboration was mentioned by RADM Schweitzer, collaboration across categories 
is important and can be accomplished at COA. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1510 EST. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Next Meeting  
04 December 2014 from 1400 to 1530 EST 

White Oak Conference Room 
Bldg. 22 

Room 1419 
 

Agenda and call-in information will be distributed prior to the meeting. 
____________________________________________________________________________________  



 
 

Useful Links and Contact Info 
 
PHS Pharmacists Directory:  
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/directory.aspx 
 
Emails: 
pharmpac@list.nih.gov 
phs-pharmacists@list.nih.gov 
phs-rx-jobs@list.nih.gov 
phs-rx-students@list.nih.gov 
 
Listservs: 
PHS Pharmacists https://list.nih.gov/archives/phs-pharmacists.html 
PHS Rx Students https://list.nih.gov/archives/phs-rx-students.html 
PHS Immunizing Pharmacists https://list.nih.gov/archives/phs-immunizing-pharm.html 
JOAG https://list.nih.gov/archives/joag.html 
OFRD https://list.nih.gov/cgi-bin/wa.exe?A0=ofrd 
RPh Job Vacancies https://list.nih.gov/archives/phs-rx-jobs.html  
Commissioned Corps Vacancies https://list.nih.gov/archives/ccvacancies-l.html 
 
Websites: 
PharmPAC http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy 
CCMIS http://dcp.psc.gov 
USPHS http://www.usphs.gov 
OFRD http://ccrf.hhs.gov/ccrf/  
JOAG http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/joag/ 
Pharmacy 
Benchmarks 

http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/PDF_docs/2015%20PHARMACY%20Benchmarks%20-%20Final.pdf  

APFT 
Initiative 
Website 

https://sites.google.com/site/apftinitiative/ 

Facebook http://www.facebook.com/USPHSPharmacists 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
LCDR Benjamin Bishop  26 November 2014 
Executive Secretary 
 
CDR Jefferson Fredy   26 November 2014 
PharmPAC Chair 
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