
U.S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 
Pharmacist Professional Advisory Committee (PharmPAC) 

Department of Health and Human Services 
 

General Meeting Minutes 
1400 - 1530 EDT Thursday, 3 December 2015 

To view the Webex recording of the December 2015 General Meeting, click here.  
Call to Order:   CAPT Aaron Sigler 
 
Roll Call:   LCDR Kevin Herkenham 

MEMBER SECTION OPDIV CITY, STATE PRESENT ALTERNATE PRESENT 
RADM Pamela 
Schweitzer CPO CMS Baltimore, MD Yes   

CAPT Aaron Sigler Chair FDA Silver Spring, MD Yes CDR Robert Gaines  
LCDR Rodney Waite Chair-Elect BOP Milan, MI Yes CDR Jaime Morris  

CDR Jefferson Fredy Career 
Development IHS Crownpoint, NM Yes LT Jason Barca  

CDR Anne Marie Bott Recruitment IHS  Anchorage, AK Yes LCDR Matthew Duff  
CDR Kenda Jefferson   Readiness DHS/DIHS Washington, D.C. Yes LCDR Carl Olongo  
CDR Damion Killsback Recruitment IHS Rockville, MD Yes LCDR Amy Luo  
CDR Diem Ngo Communication FDA Silver Spring, MD Yes LCDR Nicole Zelenak  
CDR Bill Pierce Readiness FDA  Silver Spring, MD Yes CDR Matt Brancazio  

CDR Shary Jones Career 
Development OS Kansas City, MO No LCDR Pham No 

CDR Jinhee Lee Administration SAMHSA Rockville, MD Yes CAPT Jen Fan  

CDR Marisol Martinez Career 
Development DOD Fort Sam 

Houston, TX No LCDR Phung Nguyen Yes 

CDR Mark Miller Recruitment FDA Silver Spring, MD Yes LCDR Andrew Fine  
CDR Timothy Murray Readiness IHS Claremore, OK Yes CDR Jodi Tricinella  

CDR Tami Rodriguez Recruitment BOP Edgefield, SC Yes LCDR Michelle 
Williams Yes 

CDR David Schatz Administration DHS/USCG Clearwater, FL Yes LCDR Chris Janik  

CDR Aimee Young Administration IHS Anchorage, AK Yes CDR Sara Doran-
Atchison  

LCDR Benjamin Bishop Administration FDA Silver Spring, MD Yes LCDR Salvatore 
Pepe  

LCDR Tina Bhavsar Communication CDC Atlanta, GA No LCDR Jennifer Lind No 
LCDR Mark Iseri Communication IHS Toppenish, WA No LCDR Rodney Won Yes 

LCDR Scott Raisor Communication IHS Winterhaven, CA Yes LCDR Gayle 
Lundberg Yes 

LCDR Melinda 
McLawhorn Administration FDA Silver Spring, MD Yes LCDR Jessica Fox  

LCDR Anna Santoro Career 
Development BOP Ayer, MA Yes LCDR Daniel True  

LT Marie Manteuffel Readiness CMS Baltimore, MD Yes CDR Lorelei 
Piantedosi  

LT Jun Lee Recruitment NIH Bethesda, MD Yes LT Marleen Tran  
LT Jane McLaughlin-
Middlekauff Administration HRSA Rockville, MD Yes LCDR Kimberly 

Davids  

Dr. Mary Jo Zunic Communication IHS Albuquerque, NM Yes LCDR Steven 
Rodgers  

LCDR Kevin 
Herkenham 

Executive 
Secretary FDA Silver Spring, MD Yes   

https://fda.webex.com/fda/ldr.php?RCID=18afd654445bd576c93fb8ff2c8906d2


 
 

 
Officer Basic Course (OBC) 

• Officers are invited to attend the upcoming Pinning Ceremony and Graduation for OBC 84.  
o Pinning Ceremony will be held at 0830 on 11 December 2015.  
o Graduation will be held at 1030 on 18 December 2015.  
o New Location: William F. Bolger Center, 9600 Newbridge Drive, Potomac, MD 20854.  

 
Pharmacy Category Action Items  
Task (Frequency) 
Ensure Basic Readiness. Checks are completed quarterly as follows: 

• 31 December 2015 (Must be Basic Ready at this point for the following year’s promotion boards) 
• 31 March 2016 
• 30 June 2016 
• 30 September 2016 

The annual seasonal flu vaccination is required for the December 31st and March 31st readiness checks. 
The flu vaccination is required once each year before December 31st.  Always keep evidence/confirmation 
of the faxes you send to Medical Affairs (MA). Once received, they will update info on the eOPF and Direct 
Access. 

• Officers should NOT use the old numbers and should ONLY use the following new fax numbers for 
immunization submissions: (301) 480-0373 or (301) 480-0385. 
• Use the MA coversheet when faxing immunization documents. The coversheet is available 

at:  http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/PDF_docs/Immunization FAX Coversheet.pdf  
• MA enters all medical information in Direct Access, not Readiness and Deployment Operations 

Group (RedDOG). 
• Immunization requirements can be obtained at 

http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/Medical%20Affairs/MA_immunizations_m.aspx  
PharmPAC Perspectives Newsletter 

• Review new issues. (Quarterly) 
• Volunteer to submit articles to the Communication Section (Whenever you can!) 

PharmPAC Meetings/Minutes 
• Review previous minutes (Monthly) 
• Attend future meetings when possible. (First Thursday of the month at 1400 EST) 

Annual Physical Fitness Test (APFT) – Go to the APFT Initiative Website 
USPHS Awards (Annually, generally in March) 

• Review Criteria (http://staging.usphs2.cit.nih.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_admin_awards.aspx) 
• Nominate eligible officer(s), submitting all material as ONE PDF document to the Administration 

Section 
 

http://dcp.psc.gov/CCMIS/RedDOG/Forms/Basic_Readiness_Checklist.pdf
http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/PDF_docs/Immunization%20FAX%20Coversheet.pdf
http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/Medical%20Affairs/MA_immunizations_m.aspx
https://sites.google.com/site/apftinitiative/
http://staging.usphs2.cit.nih.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_admin_awards.aspx


 
 

Chief Professional Officer:   RADM Pamela Schweitzer 
• Welcome back from the holiday!  Everyone involved in the PharmPAC and in the Surgeon General’s 

Office appreciates all the hard work put forth to help improve the health of our country.  It’s an 
important time to spend with family and “walk the talk” regarding wellness and mental health.  These 
times should be spent with family and helping others.  It’s important to take an opportunity to give 
back to the community; it’s rewarding and it’s what the holidays are about. 

o Headquarters went out and got feedback from various stakeholders.  As a result, they will be 
working on changes over the coming months and will be going through some reorganization 
efforts.  There is an effort to secure more funding to help provide better support to 
Commissioned Corps officers. 

o We had a record number of abstract submissions for COA this year.  I was pleased to see how 
many people are interested in presenting; kudos to everyone involved in submitting something.  
We should have a really good meeting in Oklahoma in May. 

o Provider status continues to move forward and it’s getting close.  It is believed that there are 
enough votes for it; it’s just a matter getting in prepared and packaged for a vote. 

o APhA House of Delegates has a meeting coming up in Baltimore.  Delegates have been selected 
but we are opening it up for other ways to get involved with this because there is a lot of work 
to be done.  If you’re interested, contact either LCDR Jessica Kreger or LCDR Rinku Patel and we 
can get you plugged in to the meetings being held every other week.  We’re reviewing which 
public health issues we would like the delegates to make policies on for this upcoming year.  
What happens is APhA puts forward policies and once they are passed, these are the items that 
are worked on for that year.  You will see articles, marketing, and a lot of energy contributed to 
those focus areas.  Examples of past areas of focus have been antibiotic stewardship, maternal 
health, medication adherence, and emergency preparedness.  

o The Boy Scouts have created a new patch, it’s called “SCOUTStrong Be MedWise” and it’s for 
responsible use of medicine.  The Boy Scouts will be coming out to Washington D.C. at the end 
of February and we’ll be working with the Surgeon General’s Office to prepare for that visit, 
which will involve a media event.  Keep this event in mind, more information will be 
forthcoming. 

o Several pharmacy officers have been working on projects last year and, starting next month, 
they will be joining us to give mini TED talks and sharing their work and providing action items. 

• Being a leader and manager never ends, it requires continual improvement.  We always need to look 
for things that work to get where we’re trying to go.  An article called “What Amazing Bosses Do 
Differently,” focuses on the importance of recognizing that employees are unique.  I have learned 
through experience that different things motivate different people.  On this flip side of things, if you’re 
not a manger, think about what motivates you and try to tune into what motivates the people around 
you.  This could help you down the road to be an amazing manager. 

• Questions/Comments: 
o The Boy Scout initiative sounds great. 
o Kudos to the high level of interest of officers submitting abstracts this year. 
o Think about professional contacts that may be able to add value either as a participant or 

sponsors at the upcoming COA conference.  If you have recommendations, please send them to 
Jminor101422@gmail.com.  

o Update on conversion to the Coast Guard pay system:  There have been rumblings of delays, 
however when I receive official word I will share this with everyone.  Others on the call 
substantiated this rumor but we are still technically waiting for official word. 

mailto:Jminor101422@gmail.com


 
 

 
Resource Guide for Expectant Parents – LCDR Mona Patel 

• Presentation slides attached; resource guide available at: 
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/ccwiab/ccwiabresources.aspx 

• Questions/Comments:  
o The paternity leave component is relatively new.   

 
ASHP Midyear Meeting Update – CDR Chris Jones and CDR Aaron Middlekauff 

• Presentation slides attached. 
• Questions/Comments: 

o The current understanding is that if someone is registered for the conference, they should be 
able to attend the federal forum.  This includes students. 

o RAMD Schweitzer will be attending on Sunday. 
 
Recruitment 
CDR Anne Marie Bott (ambott@anthc.org) 
CDR Tami Rodriguez (t1rodriguez@bop.gov)  
CDR Damion Killsback (Damion.killsback@ihs.gov)  
CDR Mark Miller (mark.miller2@fda.hhs.gov)  
LT Jun Lee (jun.lee@nih.gov)  
Section Web Address: https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_recruit.aspx  
Responsibilities: Duty Station Map, Pharmacists Leading the Way, UPOC (Activity Report,  
Biannual Report, Master List, Newsletter, Request to be a POC), Recruitment Presentations  
(BOP, IHS, PHS), Vacancy Listings (Vacancy Map), Welcome to the PHS!, Call to Active Duty Tracking, Student 
Program, USPHS Excellence in Pharmacy Practice Award for Pharmacy Students 
 

• Data reported from the UPOC biannual and activity reports have been compiled and the UPOC roster 
has been updated to reflect the changes.  The updated UPOC roster has been requested to be posted 
on the PharmPAC website.  Please review the document to ensure the information is accurate. 

• If you have students or questions about student programs, you can contact LT Lena Choe at 
lena.choe@fda.hhs.gov.  

• If you have a COSTEP at your sight, it’s encouraged they write a brief summary about their experiences 
and what they’ve done.  These can also be sent to LT Choe to be included in the presentation she puts 
together about student programs. 

• Questions/Comments: 
o Students in the room were asked if they have ever heard a presentation or have been 

approached by a UPOC.  One student reported interaction with a UPOC. 
 

Administration 
Administration 
CDR Jinhee Lee (jinhee.lee@samhsa.hhs.gov) 
CDR Melinda McLawhorn (melinda.mclawhorn@fda.hhs.gov)  
CDR David Schatz (david.j.schatz@uscg.mil) 
CDR Aimee Young (alyoung@anthc.org) 

https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/ccwiab/ccwiabresources.aspx
mailto:ambott@anthc.org
mailto:t1rodriguez@bop.gov
mailto:Damion.killsback@ihs.gov
mailto:mark.miller2@fda.hhs.gov
mailto:jun.lee@nih.gov
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_recruit.aspx
https://sites.google.com/a/phspharmacist.org/pharmpac-tools/pharmacy-duty-stations
http://www.usphs.gov/profession/pharmacist/secrets.aspx
https://sites.google.com/a/phspharmacist.org/pharmpac-tools/current-officers/upoc-activity-report
https://sites.google.com/a/phspharmacist.org/pharmpac-tools/upoc-biannual-report
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_recruit.aspx
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_recruit_forms.aspx
https://sites.google.com/a/phspharmacist.org/pharmpac-tools/upoc-enrollment-request
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/documents/boprec.ppt
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/documents/ihsrec.ppt
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/documents/phsrecruits.ppt
https://sites.google.com/a/phspharmacist.org/pharmpac-tools/pharmacy-duty-stations
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/documents/welcome.pdf
mailto:lena.choe@fda.hhs.gov
mailto:jinhee.lee@samhsa.hhs.gov
mailto:melinda.mclawhorn@fda.hhs.gov
mailto:david.j.schatz@uscg.mil
mailto:alyoung@anthc.org


 
 

LCDR Benjamin Bishop (benjamin.bishop@fda.hhs.gov)  
LT Jane McLaughlin-Middlekauff (jmclaughlin@hrsa.gov) 
Section Web Address: https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_admin.aspx  
Responsibilities: Awards, Coins  , Charter and SOP, History, Liaisons (Agency Liaisons , Organization Liaisons), 
Legislation Monitoring, PharmPAC member directory,  PHS Pharmacists List  

• Admin section will be sending out a call for nomination for Honor Awards in December, please start 
thinking about possible nominations. 

• We have selected the following 15 newly appointed liaisons and 2 new lead liaisons: 
o BOP – LCDR Catherine Helmstetter 
o CDC – LCDR Jennifer Lind 
o CMS – CDR Matthew Febbo 
o FDA – LCDR Kelly Ngan 
o NIH – LT Marleen Tran 
o CG – LCDR Justin Eubanks 
o ICE – LT Kristina Snyder 
o AAHIV – LCDR Beth Thompson 
o AACP – LCDR Sossity Riordan 
o AMSUS – LCDR Linzi Allen 
o APhA – LT Ryan Pet and CDR Khang Ngo 
o APHA – CDR Shannon Hill 
o ASHP – LCDR Ashley Schaber 
o ASHP Foundation – LT Morgan Walker 
o Lead Liaison for Agencies – LCDR Sadhna Khatri 
o Lead Liaison for Professional Organizations – LCDR Jim Dvorsky 

• Comments/Questions: 
• Can we clarify what the honor awards are for newer pharmacists that may not be familiar with them? 

o RADM John Babb Pharmacist Responder of the Year Award 
o Allen J. Brands Clinical Pharmacist of the Year Award 
o Mary Louise Anderson Leadership Award (Non-Clinical) 
o George F. Archambault PHS Career Achievement Award in Pharmacy 
o Managerial Excellence Improving Pharmacy Service or Public Health 

 
Career Development 
CDR Shary Jones (shary.jones@hhs.gov) 
CDR Marisol Martinez (marisol.martinez@dha.mil) 
CDR Jefferson Fredy (Jefferson.Fredy@ihs.gov)  
LCDR Anna Santoro (astevenson@bop.gov) 
Section Web Address: https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_career.aspx  
Responsibilities: Career Guidance, CV Template, Mentoring Tools    

• All the CVs received for review have been sent out to the reviewers, you should be receiving feedback 
within the next week or so. 

• We had 9 matches for the mentoring program this month and 2 letters of appreciation. 
• Topics in Public Health Presentation – LCDR Ashlee Janusziewicz 

o Presentation slides are attached. 
• Questions/Comments: 

mailto:benjamin.bishop@fda.hhs.gov
mailto:jmclaughlin@hrsa.gov
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_admin.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_admin_awards.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_admin_coins.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_admin_charter.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_admin_liaison.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_admin_liaison_agency.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_admin_liaison_contacts.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_admin_members.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_admin.aspx
mailto:shary.jones@hhs.gov
mailto:marisol.martinez@dha.mil
mailto:Jefferson.Fredy@ihs.gov
mailto:astevenson@bop.gov
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_career.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_career_guidance.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_career_guidance.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_career_mentoring_4.aspx


 
 

o The Topics in Public Health presentation are fabulous and a great way to collect CE credit.  It’s 
encouraged for people in the field to use them as a resource. 

o Is there a limit to the number of people that can call in? No limit. 
o Can these webinars be accessed after leaving the FDA?  Yes, as long as you are part of the 

listserv, you should be able to access the webinar from outside computers. 
 
Communications 
CDR Diem-Kieu Ngo (diem.ngo@fda.hhs.gov)  
LCDR Tina Bhavsar (tbhavsar@cdc.gov)  
LCDR Mark Iseri (mark.iseri@ihs.gov) 
LCDR Scott Raisor (thomas.raisor@ihs.gov) 
Dr. Mary Jo Zunic (MaryJo.Zunic@ihs.gov)  
Section Web Address: https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_comms.aspx  
Responsibilities: Calendar of Events/Meetings, Listserv, Minutes, PLANT, Publications   

•   Reminder that anyone interested in contributing to the next PharmPAC Perspectives Newsletter has 
an article submission due date of 15-DEC-2015.  Potential topics include healthy lifestyle, community 
impact, career development, uniforms, publications, and PHS in action.  You can email the article to 
maryjo.zunic@ihs.gov.  

• Comments/Questions: 
o Thank you to everyone that submits articles.  It’s highly encouraged that officers read the 

Newsletter. 
 
 
Readiness 
CDR Kenda Jefferson (kenda.jefferson@live.com, kenda.jefferson@hq.dhs.gov.) 
CDR Timothy Murray (Timothy.Murray@ihs.gov)  
CDR Bill Peirce (william.pierce@fda.hhs.gov)  
LCDR Marie Manteuffel (marie.manteuffel@cms.hhs.gov) 
Section Web Address: https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_readiness.aspx  
Responsibilities:  APFT Initiative, Readiness 

• Congratulations to the officers receiving the PACE Award 
• August 2015: 

o CDR Charlene Majersky, HSO 
o CDR Jonathan White, HSO 
o CDR Liatte Krueger, Pharm 
o CDR Holly Rice, Pharm 
o CDR Vandna Kishore, Pharm 
o LCDR Timothy McCreary, HSO 
o LCDR Carolyn Volpe, Pharm 
o LCDR Mona Patel, Pharm 
o LCDR Mary Thoennes, Pharm 
o LCDR Kelly Ngan, Pharm 
o LCDR Ashley Schaber, Pharm 
o LCDR Lori Braaten, Pharm 
o LT Michelle R Locke, Pharm 
o LT Jennifer Clements, HSO 

mailto:diem.ngo@fda.hhs.gov
mailto:tbhavsar@cdc.gov
mailto:mark.iseri@ihs.gov
mailto:thomas.raisor@ihs.gov
mailto:MaryJo.Zunic@ihs.gov
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_comms.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/calendar.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/listserv.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_comms_minutes.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_comms_plant.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_comms_publications.aspx
mailto:maryjo.zunic@ihs.gov
mailto:kenda.jefferson@live.com
mailto:kenda.jefferson@hq.dhs.gov
mailto:Timothy.Murray@ihs.gov
mailto:william.pierce@fda.hhs.gov
mailto:marie.manteuffel@cms.hhs.gov
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_readiness.aspx
https://sites.google.com/site/apftinitiative/
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_readiness.aspx


 
 

o LT Margaret Kemp, HSO 
o LT Katrina Piercy, Dietitian 
o LT Alissa Grimes, Pharm 
o LTJG Lusi M Martin, Dietitian 

• September 2015: 
o CDR Haksong Jin, Pharm 
o CDR Dean Goroski, Pharm 
o LCDR Matthew McClung, Pharm 
o LCDR Angela Troutt, Pharm 
o LT Madalene Mandap, Pharm 

• Thank you to everyone that makes this program a continued success.  If anyone has questions, they 
can email pharmpacreadiness@fda.hhs.gov.  

• Year-end reminders: 
o Direct Access will be shutting down 17-DEC-2015 at midnight.  If you have an expired BLS or 

need to submit an APFT, please submit before the shutdown. 
o Flu-shot submissions have been dramatic; please give Medical Affairs an opportunity to update 

the information.  If it is still not updated by 15-DEC-2015, you can consider giving them a call.  
The number is available on the CCMIS page.  Everything is expected to be entered by 31-DEC-
2015.  It’s advised to keep a copy of the fax confirmation. 

• New APFT Standards will take effect 1-JAN-2016 and the President’s Challenge option is now 
eliminated.  There are new exercise options that will include an elliptical, stationary bike, and plank 
option.  There is also a new flexibility component involving a seated toe touch.  There are new 
evidence based standards that officers can read about and we are aligning ourselves with other 
uniformed services with regard to scoring. 

• Questions/Comments: 
o Should we be faxing the APFT results to our eOPF?  No, we are not currently faxing AFPT 

results, but you do need to enter it into Direct Access.  The officer is responsible for keeping a 
copy of your APFT results in case an audit occurs. 

o The new scoring system will be an average of the cardiorespiratory endurance, upper body 
endurance, and core endurance components.  The specific scoring can be found at the website 
link above. 

o How do we anticipate the new APFT will impact the PACE awards?  Since the President’s 
Challenge option has been removed, we may see an initial decrease in PACE Awards since there 
will no longer be a PACE Award for first APFT completed, however it’s hopeful that PACE 
Awards will increase as officer awareness increases. 
 

Chair-Elect Update:   LCDR Rodney Waite 
• Thank you all for being our eyes on website update issues.  We have many pages on CCMIS; I and CDR 

Jerome Lee are currently going through to catalog the last time each page has been updated and how 
often the pages have been visited.  If you see glaring errors, please send to LCDR Waite at 
rcwaite@bop.gov. We may get rid of some of the pages; if you have suggestions about what 
information you’re often in need of or how it’s presented, you can bring it to LCDR Waite’s attention.  
Headquarters has done a lot on the front pages of CCMIS that makes some of the pages duplicative. 

• We’re in the process of developing a system to allow for more rapid update of the websites.  Part of 
this has been the creation of a 508 compliance workgroup.  If you’re unfamiliar with 508 compliance 

mailto:pharmpacreadiness@fda.hhs.gov
http://ccmis.usphs.gov/CCMIS/RedDOG/REDDOG_APFT_m.aspx
mailto:rcwaite@bop.gov


 
 

and you’re involved in document and/or presentation creation, it’s recommended you learn about it.  
It’s a way of making documents accessible for individuals with sensory issues (auditory, visual, etc.). 

• If anyone on the call or you know anyone with website content management experience, have them 
contact LCDR Waite.  We may expand the pool of content managers to decrease the turnaround time 
for website updates. 

• If you use social media, make sure you like our Facebook pages.  We also have pages on Twitter and 
Instagram which can be good resources pertinent to PHS Pharmacy. 

 
Chair Update and Old/New Business:   CAPT Aaron Sigler 

• People are always asking of ways to get involved, I hope it’s becoming clear that there are always ways 
to get involved through various workgroups, whether it’s 508 or content managers. 

• Just a final reminder to get all your relevant documents such as CV, Officer Statement, and CE forms to 
your eOPF if you’re up for promotion or not. 

• Happy Holidays! If you’re traveling, be safe.  We’ll see everyone in January. 
 

  



 
 

The next PharmPAC General Meeting begins at 
1300 EST Thursday, 7-JAN-2016 

Agenda and teleconference information will be distributed prior to the meeting. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 

 CAPT Aaron Sigler     LCDR Kevin Herkenham 
PharmPAC Chair     Executive Secretary 

 
 
Useful Links and Contact Info: 
PHS Pharmacists Directory:  
http://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/directory.aspx  
 
Emails: 
phs-pharmacists@list.nih.gov 
phs-rx-jobs@list.nih.gov 
phs-rx-students@list.nih.gov 
 
Listservs: 

PHS Pharmacists https://list.nih.gov/archives/phs-pharmacists.html 
PHS Rx Students https://list.nih.gov/archives/phs-rx-students.html 
PHS Immunizing Pharmacists https://list.nih.gov/archives/phs-immunizing-pharm.html 
JOAG https://list.nih.gov/archives/joag.html 
OFRD https://list.nih.gov/cgi-bin/wa.exe?A0=ofrd 
RPh Job Vacancies https://list.nih.gov/archives/phs-rx-jobs.html  
Commissioned Corps Vacancies https://list.nih.gov/archives/ccvacancies-l.html 

 
Websites: 

PharmPAC http://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/  
CCMIS http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/  
USPHS http://www.usphs.gov/  
RedDOG http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/readiness menu/  
JOAG http://dcp.psc.gov/osg/joag/  
Pharmacy Benchmarks http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/PDF_docs/2015 pharmacy benchmarks/  
APFT Initiative Website https://sites.google.com/site/apftinitiative/  
USPHS Athletics http://www.publichealthserviceathletics.org/home/  
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/usphs pharmacists/  

 
Meeting Attachment(s): 

• Resource Guide for Expectant Parents 
• ASHP Midyear Meeting Update 
• Topics in Public Health Presentation 

http://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/directory.aspx
mailto:phs-pharmacists@list.nih.gov
mailto:phs-rx-jobs@list.nih.gov
mailto:phs-rx-students@list.nih.gov
https://list.nih.gov/archives/phs-pharmacists.html
https://list.nih.gov/archives/phs-rx-students.html
https://list.nih.gov/archives/phs-immunizing-pharm.html
https://list.nih.gov/archives/joag.html
https://list.nih.gov/cgi-bin/wa.exe?A0=ofrd
https://list.nih.gov/archives/phs-rx-jobs.html
https://list.nih.gov/archives/ccvacancies-l.html
http://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/
http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/
http://www.usphs.gov/
http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/MENU_readiness_m.aspx
http://dcp.psc.gov/osg/JOAG/
http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/PDF_docs/2015%20PHARMACY%20Benchmarks%20-%20Final.pdf
https://sites.google.com/site/apftinitiative/
http://www.publichealthserviceathletics.org/home
https://www.facebook.com/USPHSPharmacists


Introducing the USPHS Resource 
Guide for Expectant Parents 

Presented By:  
The Commissioned Corps 
Women’s Issues Advisory 
Board (CCWIAB) 



Introduction 

• Developed by the Commissioned Corps 
Women’s Issues Advisory Board (CCWIAB) 

• An unofficial guide designed to assist 
expectant parents in the USPHS in navigating 
and understanding the various policies and 
resources relevant to pregnancy, postpartum, 
and parenthood  
 



Pregnancy Checklist 

Establish care with a healthcare provider in 
accordance with TRICARE procedures 

Check your basic readiness status 
Consider applying for a time-limited waiver 
Purchase a maternity uniform 
Prepare for maternity leave 

 
 



Postpartum Checklist 

Enroll your child into DEERS 
Enroll your child in TRICARE 
Add child to dependency certification 
Consider other insurance options, including 

life and dental insurance 
Add to application Cost of Living Adjustment 

(COLA) forms if necessary 
Prepare for your return to duty 

 
 



Fathers 

• Paternity leave is non-chargeable leave not to 
exceed 10 consecutive days. 
– Must be taken consecutively and within 45 days 

after the birth of the child 
– May be used in conjunction with annual leave 

• It is authorized for married Corps officers on 
active duty. 

• Reference: Leave of Absence; General 
(CC361.01) – Effective 16 February 2012  



Adoptive Parents 

• Officers are authorized up to 21 days of non-
chargeable leave. 

• Corps officers may be eligible for 
reimbursement of adoption costs up to 
$2,000/child. 

 
 



Infertility 

• Officers and dependents who experience 
infertility have limited options through 
TRICARE. 

 
• Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART) 

Institute of Washington (Walter Reed NMMC, 
Bethesda, MD) offers IVF and 
cryopreservation of embryos for active 
duty/spouse at significantly reduced costs 
($4,800-$7,000/cycle).  
 

 



CCWIAB Website 

• For a complete copy of the USPHS Resource 
Guide for Expectant Parents, including helpful 
references and resources, please visit the 
CCWIAB website at: 
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/ccwiab/ccwiabresourc
es.aspx 
 
 
 

 

https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/ccwiab/ccwiabresources.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/ccwiab/ccwiabresources.aspx


ASHP MCM 2015-Federal Forum 

USPHS Members of Planning Committee 
CDR S. Christopher Jones & CDR Aaron Middlekauff 



Upcoming ASHP Midyear Clinical Meeting 

• New Orleans, LA December 6-10, 2015 
• Federal Forum: provides a venue for federal 

pharmacists to interact 
• Typical attendees are members of uniformed services, 

and other civilian federal agencies (e.g. Department of 
Veterans Affairs) 

• Federal Forum will occur on Dec 6 from 1-5:15pm 
• Location:  Ernest Morial Convention Center New 

Orleans LA Room 267, Level 2 



Federal Forum Itinerary  
  
• 1:00-1:30 pm: Opening Ceremony                                                                          

Moderator, LTC Aatif Sheikh, PharmD, U.S. Army 
• Includes Presentation of the U.S. Colors, National Anthem, Invocation. Reflection, Welcome 

from ASHP President John Armitstead, Administrative announcement, VIP recognition  
• 1:30-2:30 pm: Keynote Speech                                                                                                                        

Dr. Jan Carmichael, Department of Veterans Affairs 
•  "Milestones in  Federal Clinical Pharmacy over 50 Years - "Lean In" with value for Pharmacy's 

Future" Focuses on key milestones in federal pharmacy over past 50 years, discuss healthcare 
organizations that are attempting to measure pharmacy's value, describe how pharmacy can 
show value. 

• 2:30-3:30 pm: 2nd Educational Session                                                                          
Dr. Anthony Morreale and Dr. Julie Groppi, Department of Veterans Affairs 

• "Riding the Wave- Successful Practice Advancement through Credentialing and Privileging" 
Focuses on strategies that utilize a strong credentialing and privileging process and provides 
examples of tools that can be used to implement. 

• 3:30 pm: Adjourn to Poster Session (Hall-E), Light refreshments served  
• 3:45-5:15pm: Federal Forum Poster Session 

• Additional hour of CPE for visiting and recording 4 Posters...you are encouraged to visit more 
than 4 posters as time permits.  You cannot turn in your form for poster CPE until 4:45 pm for 
credit. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Topics in Public Health Series 
2015 Update 

 
 
 

LCDR Ashlee Janusziewicz 
 



Series Learning Objectives: 
 
• Describe scientific evidence supporting the 

HHS Initiatives 
• Explain the multi-disciplinary approach in 

addressing public health issues. 
• Identify public health concerns 
• Identify ways Public Health Professionals 

can impact public health issues. 
 



 
Thank you to the Topics in Public Health 

Committee: 
Committee Chair: 
• CAPT Postelle Birch-Smith, Pharm.D., Consumer Safety Officer, FDA/CDER/OC/OUDLC 
Committee Co-Chair 
• LCDR Ashlee Janusziewicz, Pharm.D., Consumer Safety Officer , FDA/CDER/OC/OUDLC 
Secretary:  
• LCDR Susan Alu, Pharm.D., Staff Pharmacist, BOP  
• LCDR Lindsay Wagner, Pharm.D., Team Leader, FDA/CDER/OCOMM (alternate) 
Subcommittee: Administration 
• LCDR Stephanie Begansky, Pharm.D., Designated Federal Officer, FDA/CDER/OEP 
• LCDR Mya Phan, Pharm.D., Chief of Pharmacy, BOP, Federal Detention Center Houston 
Subcommittee: Awards 
• LT LeAnn Brodhead, Pharm.D., MPH, Pharmacist, CMS/Division of Formulary and Benefit Operations 
• CDR Sadaf Nabavian, Pharm.D., Senior Regulatory Project Manager, FDA/CDER/OND 
• LT Rena McClain, Pharm.D., Pharmacist, CMS/Division of Formulary and Benefits Operations 
Subcommittee: Communications 
• CDR Tamy Leung, Pharm.D., Healthy Heart Program Director, Taos Picuris I.H.S. 
• LCDR Lindsay Wagner, Pharm.D., Team Leader, FDA/CDER/OCOMM 
Subcommittee: Logistics and Webinar 
• CDR Monica Reed-Asante, Pharm.D., Senior Health Insurance Specialist and Policy Analyst, CMS/Division of Payment Policy 
• LCDR Sohail Mosaddegh, Pharm.D., Regulatory Project Manager, FDA/CDER/OND 
• LCDR Abiola Olagundoye-Alawode, Pharm.D., Regulatory Project Manager, FDA/CDER/OSE 
• LT Karly Gomez, BSN, MSN/ED, Registered Nurse, ICE Health Service Corps 
Committee Members: 
• CAPT Vanessa Thomas-Wilson, R.Ph., MHA, Chief Pharmacist, ICE Health Service 
• CDR Joanna Ferraro, Pharm.D., Chief Pharmacist, Cass Lake IHS 
• CDR Monique Fountain-Hanna, MD, MPH, MBA, Senior Regional Medical Consultant, HRSA 
• CDR Kathleen Payne, Pharm.D., NCPS, Chief Pharmacist, IHS 



 
Topics in Public Health 

Volunteers!  
 
Volunteers for the logistic subcommittee: 
• LCDR Sara Camilli 
• LT Garrette Martin-Yeboah 
• LCDR Trang Tran 
 
Volunteers for the administrative subcommittee: 
• LT Jamie Kamon-Brancazio 
• LT Lysette Deshields 



2015 Overview 

• Number of Offerings: 6 
• Total Attendance: 832 
• Number of CE Hours: 6 



2015 Offerings 

Date of CE 
• February 20, 2015 - Overview of Chronic Hepatitis C and Recent 

Treatment Advances 
• April 17, 2015 - Perspective on Ongoing 2014 Ebola Outbreak 
• June 19, 2015 - Hit Me with Your Best Shot: Vaccine Hesitancy, 

Advocacy, and Updates 
• July 17, 2015 - CDC Emergency Operations Coordination & USPHS MMU 

Deployment  
• September 18, 2015 - Promoting Antimicrobial Stewardship to Local 

Providers 
• November 20, 2015 - Battlefield Acupuncture 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Topics in Public Health 2015 

Speakers!  
• Sarah Connelly, MD 
• Wendy Carter, DO 
• Aimee Young, Pharm.D 
• Holly Van Lew, Pharm.D 
• Neelam Ghiya, AAS, BS, MPH 
• Pascale Lecuire, MSHS, PA-C  
• Brandon Wyche, MHS, PA-C 
• Michael Long, RPh 
• Rebecca Roberts, MS 
• Latonia Ford, RN, BSN, MBA 

 



2015 Attendance 
Discipline 

• Physician – 9% 
• Pharmacist – 71% 
• Nurse – 7% 
• Other – 13% 



2015 Attendance Agency 
Impact 

• FDA: 38% 
• CMS: 3% 
• BOP: 3% 
• IHS: 4% 
• NIH: 1% 
• ICE: 3% 
• HRSA:1% 
• CDC: 3% 
• Other: 4% 



Upcoming 2016 Offerings 
• January 15th – Safe Handling of Hazardous Medication; 

CDR Anne Marie Bott, CDR Sara Doran-Atchison and 
LCDR Ashley Schaber 

 
• February 19th – Public Health Impact of Synthetic 

Cannabanoid; CDR Vicky Borders-Hemphill 
 
• March 18th – Immunization Update; CAPT Stephan 

Foster 



We Want YOU to be a speaker! 

Topics should be directly related to one of the 
following: 

• HHS Strategic Plan 
• Secretary’s Strategic Initiatives 

• HHS Agencies who hire PHS health professionals 
 

Interested?  
Write a brief description and 2-3 objectives highlighting the 

gap in knowledge addressed by your presentation.  
 

Submit it to TopicsinPH@gmail.com  

mailto:TopicsinPH@gmail.com


Stay Connected 

Listserv 

https://list.nih.gov  
 
 

Search- TOPICSINPUBLICHEALTH 
   

   

 
 
 

 



Contact 

 
 

Interested? Have questions? 
TopicsinPH@gmail.com 

  
 

 

mailto:TopicsinPH@gmail.com
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