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U.S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 
Pharmacist Professional Advisory Committee (PharmPAC) 

Department of Health and Human Services 
 

General Meeting Minutes 
1300 - 1430 EDT Thursday, 2 June 2016 

To view the WebEx recording of the June 2016 General Meeting, click here.  
Meeting called to order: 1300 
Roll Call:   LCDR Kevin Herkenham 

MEMBER SECTION OPDIV CITY, STATE PRESENT ALTERNATE PRESENT 

RADM Pamela 
Schweitzer 

CPO CMS Baltimore, MD No N/A N/A 

CAPT Aaron Sigler Chair FDA Silver Spring, MD Yes CDR Robert Gaines N/A 

LCDR Rodney Waite Chair-Elect BOP Milan, MI Yes CDR Jaime Morris N/A 

CDR Jinhee Lee Administration SAMHSA Rockville, MD Yes CAPT Jen Fan N/A 

CDR David Schatz Administration DHS/USCG Clearwater, FL Yes LCDR Chris Janik N/A 

CDR Aimee Young Administration IHS Anchorage, AK Yes 
CDR Sara Doran-
Atchison 

N/A 

LCDR Benjamin Bishop Administration FDA Silver Spring, MD Yes LCDR Salvatore Pepe N/A 

CDR Melinda 
McLawhorn 

Administration FDA Silver Spring, MD Yes LCDR Jessica Fox N/A 

LT Jane McLaughlin Administration HRSA Rockville, MD No CDR Kimberly Davids Yes 

CDR Shary Jones 
Career 
Development 

OS Kansas City, MO Yes LCDR Long Pham N/A 

CDR Marisol Martinez 
Career 
Development 

DOD 
Fort Sam Houston, 
TX 

Yes LCDR Phung Nguyen N/A 

CDR Jefferson Fredy 
Career 
Development 

IHS Crownpoint, NM No LT Dakota McMurray No 

LCDR Anna Santoro 
Career 
Development 

BOP Ayer, MA Yes LCDR Daniel True N/A 

CDR Tina Bhavsar  Communication CDC Atlanta, GA No LCDR Jennifer Lind No 

CDR Diem-Kieu Ngo Communication FDA Silver Spring, MD Yes LCDR Nicole Zelenak N/A 

https://fda.webex.com/fda/ldr.php?RCID=8f04110fb778bc2ab35f65d049a90cb1
mailto:Aaron.Sigler@fda.hhs.gov
mailto:rcwaite@bop.gov
mailto:jinhee.lee@samhsa.hhs.gov
mailto:david.j.schatz@uscg.mil
mailto:alyoung@anthc.org
mailto:benjamin.bishop@fda.hhs.gov
mailto:melinda.mclawhorn@fda.hhs.gov
mailto:melinda.mclawhorn@fda.hhs.gov
mailto:jmclaughlin@hrsa.gov
mailto:shary.jones@hhs.gov
mailto:marisol.martinez@dha.mil
mailto:Jefferson.Fredy@ihs.gov
mailto:astevenson@bop.gov
mailto:tbhavsar@cdc.gov
mailto:diem.ngo@fda.hhs.gov


2 

 

MEMBER SECTION OPDIV CITY, STATE PRESENT ALTERNATE PRESENT 

LCDR Mark Iseri Communication IHS Toppenish, WA No LCDR Rodney Won No 

LCDR Scott Raisor Communication IHS Winterhaven, CA Yes LCDR Gayle Lundberg N/A 

Dr. Mary Jo Zunic Communication IHS Albuquerque, NM Yes LCDR Steven Rodgers N/A 

CDR Kenda Jefferson   Readiness DHS/DIHS Washington, D.C. No LCDR Carl Olongo Yes 

CDR Timothy Murray Readiness IHS Claremore, OK Yes CDR Jodi Tricinella N/A 

CDR Bill Pierce Readiness FDA  Silver Spring, MD Yes CDR Matt Brancazio N/A 

LCDR Marie Manteuffel Readiness CMS Baltimore, MD Yes CDR Lorelei Piantedosi N/A 

CDR Anne Marie Bott Recruitment IHS  Anchorage, AK Yes LCDR Matthew Duff N/A 

CDR Tami Rodriguez Recruitment BOP Edgefield, SC No 
LCDR Michelle 
Williams 

Yes 

CDR Damion Killsback Recruitment IHS Rockville, MD Yes LCDR Amy Luo N/A 

CDR Mark Miller Recruitment FDA Silver Spring, MD Yes LCDR Andrew Fine N/A 

LT Jun Lee Recruitment NIH Bethesda, MD Yes LT Marleen Tran N/A 

LCDR Kevin Herkenham 
Executive 
Secretary 

FDA Silver Spring, MD Yes N/A N/A 

 
Chair Update: CAPT Sigler 
 

• Some officers that have recently become eligible for board certification pay are still not receiving it.  RADM 
Schweitzer is following up with DCCPR to help resolve this issue.  

• RADM Schweitzer extends her gratitude for an excellent COA symposium this year.  Next year it will be held in 
Chattanooga, TN.  Please put it on your radar.  

• Pharmacy Category will be open for applications in July.  This will be targeting harder to fill duty stations such as 
BOP, IHS, ICE, and FDA-ORA. 

• Business meeting at end of June and General meeting in July are cancelled. 
 
New pharmacy related/cross-category initiatives & calls for volunteers 
 

• UPOC Program  
o Below schools of pharmacy need a UPOC contact: 

 Lipscomb University College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences – Tennessee 
 Marshall University School of Pharmacy – West Virginia  
 Sullivan University College of Pharmacy – Kentucky 

mailto:mark.iseri@ihs.gov
mailto:thomas.raisor@ihs.gov
mailto:MaryJo.Zunic@ihs.gov
mailto:kenda.jefferson@hq.dhs.gov
mailto:Timothy.Murray@ihs.gov
mailto:william.pierce@fda.hhs.gov
mailto:marie.manteuffel@cms.hhs.gov
mailto:ambott@anthc.org
mailto:t1rodriguez@bop.gov
mailto:Damion.killsback@ihs.gov
mailto:mark.miller2@fda.hhs.gov
mailto:jun.lee@nih.gov
mailto:kevin.herkenham@fda.hhs.gov
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o If you are interested in joining the UPOC program for one of the above schools of pharmacy please email 

CDR Anne Marie Bott at ambott@anthc.org with the following information: 
 

Name: 
Rank: 
Work Phone: 
Agency: 
Work Email: 
Work Mailing Address: 
Name of the School of Pharmacy interest in being a UPOC: 

 
By submitting this request, I understand I am to maintain a minimum of 2 annual contacts with the pharmacy 
school(s) listed above and any questions regarding the program can be sent via email to CDR Anne Marie Bott at 
ambott@anthc.org.  YES or NO 

 
Final project outcomes & takeaways for pharmacists 
 

• At this year’s COA Symposium, we had 23 officers participate in the career counseling sessions.  Some key 
feedback received was that: 

o For rural officers with little contact to senior officers, it provided a vital service and guidance on how to 
progress as an officer. 

o It helped re-focus thinking on how to organize career paths. 
o It helped having officers outside of immediate area review officer CVs and provide advice. 

 
Noteworthy accomplishments by PHS Pharmacists 
 

• Congratulations to the PharmPAC Honor Award Winners: 
o The U.S. Public Health Service RADM John Babb Pharmacist Responder of the Year Award: CAPT Walter L 

Holt, Jr 
o The U.S. Public Health Service Allen J. Brands Clinical Pharmacist of the Year Award: CDR Anne Marie 

Bott 
o The U.S. Public Health Service Mary Louise Andersen Leadership Award: CDR Jinhee Lee 
o The U.S. Public Health Service Award for Managerial Excellence Improving Pharmacy Service or Public 

Health: CDR Kara King 
o The U.S. Public Health Service George F. Archambault PHS Career Achievement Award in Pharmacy: 

CAPT Michael Long 
• Over 50 officers turned out to participate and/or support at this year’s FDA White Oak Classic. 

o CAPT Diak placed 7th overall.   
o CDR McLawhorn and LCDR Saponara placed in the top 10 of their age groups. 
o LCDR Martin Yoon and LT Pariban Dhanormchitphong carried the PHS flag throughout the race. 
o Officer supporters/participants that didn’t receive a post-race email from LT Katie Watson can reach out 

to her at Katie.Watson@fda.hhs.gov by 5-June-2016. 
• CAPT Diak also completed a 100-mile race in 25 hours at the Massanutten Mountain Race last month. 

mailto:ambott@anthc.org
mailto:ambott@anthc.org
mailto:Katie.Watson@fda.hhs.gov
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• CDR Kailee Fretland in IHS received the Minnesota Society of Health System Pharmacists Outstanding 
Pharmacist of the Year Award for her achievements surrounding establishment of clinical programs and 
community outreach surrounding prescription drug abuse.  This is a state based award (not affiliated with PHS).   
 

Important Corps-wide reminders 
 

• BLS must be renewed every 24 months and before the expiration of your current BLS certification. 
o When entering this information in Direct Access, please remember to click “OK” and then “Save” at the 

bottom of the page, otherwise the information will not be saved and will likely impact your readiness 
status.  This is detailed in the Down To Basics Readiness Guide. 

• The next readiness check is 1-July-2016.   
o Please use the new APFT standards. 

• UPOC Program  
o A survey has been created for all UPOC officers to fill out.  The deadline to complete the survey is Friday, 

June 10th.  This link is: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/13mCCRFtDgPbBCfBACepsOFxcmds5NnfQ9g4SGuOhMy4/viewf
orm?c=0&w=1&usp=mail_form_link 

• UPOC Newsletter  
o The Spring Summer 2016 issue is now available. Please access the issue here. 
o The UPOC Newsletter Workgroup is soliciting articles for the upcoming Fall/Winter 2016 Edition. The 

submission deadline for the Fall/Winter 2016 issue is November 1st, 2016. Please submit articles to 
LCDR Honeylit Cueco at hkcueco@anthc.org 

o If you volunteered to present a Pharmacy PHS student award, please send a picture along with a short 
description (name of student, pharmacy school, date presented) to LCDR Honeylit Cueco at 
hkcueco@anthc.org 

• Student Programs  
o Questions from pharmacy students or preceptors regarding student programs, can be forwarded to LT 

Lena Choe (lena.choe@fda.hhs.gov) and LT Zachary  Oleszczuk (Zachary.Oleszczuk@fda.hhs.gov). 
o If you have COSTEPs this year, please encourage them write about their experience for posting on our 

website and inclusion in the UPOC Newsletter. Please send questions or write-ups to LT Choe or LT 
Oleszczuk.  

 
Meeting Adjourned: 1410 
 
 

  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/13mCCRFtDgPbBCfBACepsOFxcmds5NnfQ9g4SGuOhMy4/viewform?c=0&w=1&usp=mail_form_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/13mCCRFtDgPbBCfBACepsOFxcmds5NnfQ9g4SGuOhMy4/viewform?c=0&w=1&usp=mail_form_link
http://anyflip.com/fonr/forl/
mailto:hkcueco@anthc.org
mailto:hkcueco@anthc.org
mailto:lena.choe@fda.hhs.gov
mailto:Zachary.Oleszczuk@fda.hhs.gov
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The next PharmPAC General Meeting begins at 
1300 EST Thursday, 4-August-2016 

Agenda and teleconference information will be distributed prior to the meeting. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 CAPT Aaron Sigler  LCDR Kevin Herkenham 
   PharmPAC Chair              Executive Secretary 

 
 
Useful Links and Contact Info: 
PHS Pharmacists Directory:  
http://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/directory.aspx  
 
PHS Social Media Websites: 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/USPHSPharmacists   
Instagram: USPHSPharmacy at https://www.instagram.com/usphspharmacy/  
Twitter: @USPHSPharmacy   at https://twitter.com/usphspharmacy  
Reminder to use #USPHS, #USPHSPharmacy, and #USPHSAthletics in your own personal social media posts/tweets as 
appropriate 
 
Emails: 
phs-pharmacists@list.nih.gov 
phs-rx-jobs@list.nih.gov 
phs-rx-students@list.nih.gov 
 
Listservs: 

LISTSERV NAME LISTSERV URL 

PHS Pharmacists https://list.nih.gov/archives/phs-pharmacists.html 

PHS Rx Students https://list.nih.gov/archives/phs-rx-students.html 

PHS Immunizing Pharmacists https://list.nih.gov/archives/phs-immunizing-pharm.html 

JOAG https://list.nih.gov/archives/joag.html 

RedDOG (formerly “OFRD”) https://list.nih.gov/cgi-bin/wa.exe?A0=ofrd 

RPh Job Vacancies https://list.nih.gov/archives/phs-rx-jobs.html 

http://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/directory.aspx
http://usphspharmacists/
http://usphspharmacists/
http://usphspharmacy/
http://usphspharmacy/
mailto:phs-pharmacists@list.nih.gov
mailto:phs-pharmacists@list.nih.gov
mailto:phs-rx-jobs@list.nih.gov
mailto:phs-rx-jobs@list.nih.gov
mailto:phs-rx-students@list.nih.gov
mailto:phs-rx-students@list.nih.gov
http://phs-pharmacists.html/
http://phs-pharmacists.html/
http://phs-rx-students.html/
http://phs-rx-students.html/
http://phs-immunizing-pharm.html/
http://phs-immunizing-pharm.html/
http://joag.html/
http://joag.html/
http://wa.exe/?A0=ofrd
http://wa.exe/?A0=ofrd
http://phs-rx-jobs.html/
http://phs-rx-jobs.html/
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LISTSERV NAME LISTSERV URL 

Commissioned Corps Vacancies https://list.nih.gov/archives/ccvacancies-l.html 

 
Websites: 

WEBSITE NAME WEBSITE URL 

PharmPAC http://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/  

CCMIS http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/  

USPHS http://www.usphs.gov/  

RedDOG http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/readiness menu/  

JOAG http://dcp.psc.gov/osg/joag/  

Pharmacy Benchmarks http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/PDF_docs/2015 pharmacy benchmarks/  

APFT Initiative Website https://sites.google.com/site/apftinitiative/  

USPHS Athletics http://www.publichealthserviceathletics.org/home/  

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/usphs pharmacists/  

 
Meeting Attachment(s):  
These may be viewed by clicking the paperclip icon on the left side tool bar or through top left menu bar View, 
Show/Hide, Navigation Panes, Attachments 

● Creating A Healthy, Active Zuni Pueblo – LCDR Bic Nguyen (00:24:00 through 00:40:55) 
● Public Health Inter-Professional Award – CDR Elekwachi (00:46:40 through 00:52:15) 
● ASHP Update – CDR Ashley Schaber (00:52:30 through 00:56:00)  
● USPHS-VA BPS Study Preparation Workgroup- CDR Verdugo (01:16:35 through 01:24:30) 
 

http://ccvacancies-l.html/
http://ccvacancies-l.html/
http://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/
http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/
http://www.usphs.gov/
http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/MENU_readiness_m.aspx
http://dcp.psc.gov/osg/JOAG/
http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/PDF_docs/2015%20PHARMACY%20Benchmarks%20-%20Final.pdf
http://www.publichealthserviceathletics.org/home
http://usphspharmacists/
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USPHS-VA BPS Study 
Preparation Workgroup 
Workgroup Leads: 
CDR Renee Taylor 
CDR Michael Verdugo 
LCDR Dennis Sperle 
 







Introduction to BSPW 
• The VA has offered Board of Pharmaceutical 


Specialties Board Certification Prep Courses since 
2005 (started at the Minneapolis VA Medical Center) 


• The program is now offered through the VA 
Education Program’s Moodle Platform. Courses 
offered include: 
• BCPS Study Prep 
• BCACP Study Prep 
• BCOP Study Prep 
• CGP Study Prep 
• CPhT Study Prep 


 
 







Introduction to BSPW 


VA PBM Education Moodle Platform 







Introduction to BSPW 
• Discussions began in late 2014 between PHS 


Officers and VA Pharmacy Benefits Management 
Education Advisory Committee (EdAC) 
Leadership to explore a pilot for USPHS 
Pharmacists to participate in the VA BPS Study 
Prep program 


• By late 2015, plans were finalized to allow a 
small pilot group of USPHS Pharmacists to join 
the VA’s study group discussion and weekly 
lecture series. In exchange, VA EdAC requested 
USPHS identify qualified pharmacists to assist in 
reviewing VA Presenter’s slides. 







Introduction to BSPW 
• In January 2016, the workgroup reached out to 


USPHS Pharmacy Leadership to identify 
motivated officers and civil service pharmacists 
who are preparing to sit for a BPS exam (BCPS, 
BCACP) in 2016 (fall or spring) 


• In February 2016, VA Leadership shared the 
lecture topics and schedule. BSPW in 
collaboration with USPHS Pharmacy Leadership 
identified pharmacists willing to serve as 
reviewers and associate reviewers for the VA 
Presenters’ slides and materials 







Introduction to BSPW 
• Statistics 


• 17 USPHS Pharmacists are participating in the 
Pilot 
• 1 is taking the BCOP 
• 5 are taking the BCACP 
• 9 are taking the BCPS 


• 28 USPHS Pharmacists are serving as Reviewers or 
Associate Reviewers for VA Presenters’ slides and 
materials 


• 10 presentations have been released, reviewed 
and returned by Reviewers and Associate 
Reviewers 


 







Goals of the BSPW 
• Increase access to training resources to enable more 


USPHS Pharmacists to become BPS certified 
 


• Facilitate opportunities for USPHS Pharmacist subject 
matter experts to share their knowledge and experience 
with other pharmacists in the federal sector 


 


• Promote interagency collaboration among pharmacists in 
the federal sector to support one another as we lead 
pharmacy practice in the U.S. 


• Evaluate the potential to create a model to utilize 
technology to support regional or OpDiv level training to 
further knowledge acquisition and certification 
preparation 







Deliverables and Future 
Opportunities  


• Prepare a report to USPHS and VA Leadership on the 
outcomes of the USPHS Study Group Participants: 
• Participant BPS Exam pass rates 
• Participant satisfaction survey results 
• Reviewer/Associate Reviewer satisfaction survey results 


• Explore the potential for USPHS Pharmacists to serve as 
Topic Presenters for the VA Study Preparation Program 


• Discuss opportunities with VA EdAC Leadership to open 
up the VA Study Prep Program to all interested USPHS 
Pharmacists 


• Identify regional and OpDIV level pharmacy 
education/training leads to enroll qualified pharmacists, 
recruit suitable Topic Presenters and facilitate regional or 
OpDIV level study group and content development  







Questions?? 





		USPHS-VA BPS Study Preparation Workgroup

		Introduction to BSPW

		Introduction to BSPW

		Introduction to BSPW

		Introduction to BSPW

		Introduction to BSPW

		Goals of the BSPW

		Deliverables and Future Opportunities 

		Slide Number 9






American Society of Health-System 
Pharmacists (ASHP) Update 


CDR Ashley Schaber 
PharmPAC-ASHP Liaison 


 



http://www.ashp.org/





Upcoming Meetings 
• Summer Meeting Baltimore, Maryland 


– June 11-15, 2016  
– Ambulatory Care, Medication Safety, Informatics, Pharmacy 


Practice/Policy 
– Notify CDR Schaber if attending.  Uniform for meeting is SDB. 
– Officer Meet and Greet planned for Sunday evening. 
– The appointment process and selection for Section Advisory 


Groups will be conducted by the respective Section Executive 
Committees at the Summer Meeting. 


• All appointed members will be notified by Mid-July.  


• Midyear Clinical Meeting Las Vegas, Nevada 
– December 4-8, 2016 


 



http://www.ashp.org/





ASHP House of Delegates  
• House of Delegates meets Sunday, June 14 and Tuesday 


14. 
• Federal Caucus is Sunday morning. 
• CDR Schaber is the USPHS delegate.  LCDR Teisha 


Robertson is the alternate delegate. 
• Public Health related policies this year include: 


– Stewardship of Drugs with Potential for Abuse 
– Use of Methadone to Treat Pain 
– Controlled Substance Diversion and Patient Access 
– Surface Contamination on Packages and Vials of Hazardous 


Drugs 
– Off-label Promotion by Pharmaceutical Manufacturers 
– Direct-to-Consumer Advertising  


 
 


 







Contacts 


• ASHP Website:  http://www.ashp.org 
• PharmPAC Liaison/USPHS Delegate:  


– CDR Ashley Schaber (arschaber@anthc.org) 


• USPHS Alternate Delegate: 
– LCDR Teisha Robertson 


(teisha.a.robertson.mil@mail.mil) 


• ASHP Contact: 
– Hannah Vanderpool (hvanderpool@ashp.org) 
 



http://www.ashp.org/

mailto:arschaber@anthc.org

mailto:hvanderpool@ashp.org

http://www.ashp.org/



		American Society of Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP) Update

		Upcoming Meetings

		ASHP House of Delegates 

		Contacts






June 2016 PharmPAC Presentation 
CDR Oluchi Elekwachi, PharmD, MPH 
PharmPAC AACP Liaison 


Public Health 
Interprofessional 
Award 







* Promote Public Health through 
Interprofessional Collaboration  


* Improve health outcomes through a 
multifaceted approach 


* Leverage the critical knowledge of 
the health professional team to 
improve health of the community 


* Empower communities to take an 
active role in staying healthy 


Why is This Important? 







* To build a safer and better patient-
centered and community/ population 
oriented U.S. health care system 


* Develop a repository to share 
instructional and practice models in 
order to support innovation in public 
health practice 


* Provide models to address the Nation’s 
substantial preventable mortality and 
morbidity, as well as major quality 
issues, leading costly systems of care 
delivery  


Why is This Important? 







* Multiple professions engaged and 
willing to team up and provide a 
sustainable solution 


* Empower community partners to be 
the primary health strategists and 
advocates  


* Materialize and implement this new 
vision of public health  


What will the impact be? 







How will this be done? 
 


*This initiative is a 
collaboration among: 
*United States Public 


Health Service (USPHS)  
* Interprofessional 


Education Collaborative 
(IPEC) 


*Health Professional 
Schools (HPS) 


*Clinical Partners (CP) 
*Community Partners 


(Com) 


PHS 


IPEC 


HPS 


CP 


Com 







How will this be done? 


*Award Announcement to Issue 3rd Quarter of 
2016 


*Eight Regional Awards to be made 2nd Quarter 
2017 


*Top Award presented in person by Surgeon 
General at IPEC National Fall Reception 


 







Committee Members 


*CDR Oluchi Elekwachi, PharmD, MPH (FDA) 
*CDR Antoinette Percy-Laurry, DrPH (NIH) 
*CDR Indira Harris, LCSW (SAMHSA) 
*LCDR LaToya Kelley, MD (BOP) 
*LCDR Nathan Hamil, PharmD (FDA) 
*LCDR Sadna Khatri, PharmD (FDA)  
*LT Kerry S. Quinn – Physical Therapist (BOP) 
*LT Sandra Mathosiah, PharmD  (BOP) 


 







QUESTIONS? 





		Public Health Interprofessional Award

		Why is This Important?

		Why is This Important?

		What will the impact be?

		How will this be done?�

		How will this be done?

		Committee Members

		QUESTIONS?






ADVENTURES IN 
CREATING A HEALTHY, 
ACTIVE ZUNI PUEBLO  
2016 USPHS Symposium 
CDR Tom Faber, MD, MPH & LCDR Bic Nguyen, PharmD 
May 17th 2016 







Disclosure:   
• No financial conflict of interest 
• Not meant to be a scientific presentation or claim to 


present evidence-based strategies for improving 
community health  
 







Objectives:  
• To tell the story of the Zuni Youth Enrichment 


Project (ZYEP)  
• Highlight lessons learned that might help officers 


interested in broadening their work to include 
community-based approaches  


• Provide an honest representation of successes and 
challenges 







Overview 
• The Zuni Pueblo:  


• Land, Culture, and History  
• Being a Young Person in 


Zuni  
• Health Challenges 


• ZYEP 
• Moving From an Idea to 


Action  
• Developing Programs 
• Successes & Challenges  
• Lessons learned   


 


 







The Beginning 







“America” circa 1500  







 
 
 











 











Zuni Population Growth 1910-
2005 







Growing Up In Zuni 







Growing up in Zuni  


2009-2011 American Community Survey 
2009-2011 American Community Survey 







Growing up in Zuni  


2009-2011 American Community Survey 2009-2011 American Community Survey 







Education  
Percent of Zuni Public School 


District Students Exhibiting 
Academic Proficiency:  


 
• 4th Grade Reading:   37% 
• 4th Grade Math:     27% 
• 10th Grade Reading: 22% 
• 10th Grade Math:     13% 


 


Percent of Population (age 25 and 
Older) with a Bachelor’s Degree 


2009-2011 American Community Survey 







Childhood Obesity in Zuni 







Risk Behaviors Among Zuni Youth  


First Drink Before Age 13 Binge Drinking (5+ drinks on 
1+ occasion/30 days), High 


School 


Youth Risk and Resiliency Survey, 2011 







Age Adjusted Death Rates, Zuni 2004-2007 


R
ate per 100,000 
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Sources of Strength  


• 93% of youth report Zuni 
culture is very important 
to them  


• 73% report helping 
friends or neighbors one 
or more hours per week 


• 65% plan to live most of 
their lives in Zuni 


• 54% plan to be leaders 
in their community 


 
 


YRRS 2011 







“What Are You Doing This Summer?”  







Turning an Idea Into Action   
• 2007 Grant from American 


Academy of Pediatrics to:   
• Organize Community Members Around 


the Idea of Creating Summer Camp in 
Zuni  


 







Successes of 
First Camp  


• Solidified the 
partnership of 
Tribal programs 


  


• Development of 
a core team 
 


• Proved that the 
concept could 
work in Zuni 
 


• Allowed us to 
obtain for our 
first grant 
(multi-year IHS 
Grant)    


 







The Zuni Youth Enrichment Project  
• Formed a 501(c) 3 Non-


Profit Organization 
• In order to apply for funding  
• Independence in 


Programming  
• Sustainability: To eventually 


avoid dependence on one 
person  


 


 


 







Mission Statement:  
To promote the development of healthy 
lifestyles and self-esteem among Zuni 
youth so that they will grow into strong 
and healthy adults who are connected 


with Zuni traditions 
All programs are free of charge and open to all 


 







ZYEP: Program Philosophy  


    
Need For Change  
Summer is a lost 
opportunity to promote 
health and cultural 
connection  
 Identification of Community 


Strengths 
Zuni partners who want to share their 


knowledge and talents with youth 
(e.g. pottery, gardening, culture)  


Create Opportunities for Use 
and Development of these 


Strengths  
Make Summer Camp an 


opportunity to share these gifts 
with Zuni youth 


Positive Experiences 
Great experience for youth 


and teachers 
 


Continued 
Development of 
Competencies 


Secured Sustained 
Funding to Build 
Future Camps 


  


Higher  
Expectations 


“Next year I’ll 
make it even 
better by …” 


  







ZYEP Programs 
• Summer Camp  
• Youth Sports Leagues and Travel Soccer Club 
• School and Community Gardens 
• DY MESA Program: positive youth development program 


for middle school students 
• Healthy Kids-Zuni: Focused on promoting systemic 


changes that will reduce childhood obesity  







ZYEP Summer 
Camp  
• 2016 will be 


our 8th annual 
camp  


• 70 kids aged 
six to twelve  


• 17 Teen 
Counselors 


• Fills the whole 
summer break 
 
 







Let’s Move in Indian Country  
• Part of Michelle Obama’s childhood obesity 


prevention initiative  
• 2014 Summer Camp was chosen as site for 3rd 


anniversary kick-off event  







Sports 
Leagues 
• Engage over 


250 kids aged 
6-12 


• Basketball, 
Soccer, 
Baseball 


• Nutrition 
Curriculum 


• Parent coaches 
• Games are 


community 
events focused 
on youth 


 







Healthy Kids- Zuni 
• Designed to address 


the lack of physical 
resources that promote 
health and fitness 
• Over 60 miles of 


walking trails 
• 8 community 


gardens, 
• Renovated 3 


playgrounds 
• Building a new 


community Park 











Zuni First Community Park  
• 2.6 Acres 


centrally 
located acres 
given to ZYEP 
to build a 
space for Zuni 
youth to be 
active  


• $3.2 million 
raised to build 
the park 


• Construction 
begins fall 
2016 







Youth Involved in ZYEP Programs  
2009-2015 
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ZYEP Funding 2009-2015 
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Challenges 
 
 


• The issues ZYEP was inspired 
to address still represent our 
most difficult challenges 
• Difficulty getting youth and parents 


to commit to a sustained, difficult 
but worthwhile goals 


• Difficulty finding qualified, 
motivated staff 


• Lack of physical resources for 
youth on the Pueblo  


• Performing Rigorous Program 
Evaluations  







Lessons Learned 
• As PHS Officers, we 
have a unique ability 
to organize a 
community around 
youth 


• In the beginning, 
focus on concrete, 
realistic goals with 
tangible results  


• Create an inclusive 
coalition 


 
 


 
 


 







E lah`kwa  


tomfaber@zyep.org                       
www.zyep.org  
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