
U.S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 
Pharmacist Professional Advisory Committee (PharmPAC) 

Department of Health and Human Services 
 

General Meeting Minutes 
1400 - 1530 EDT Thursday, 7 January 2016 

To view the Webex recording of the December 2015 General Meeting, click here.  
Roll Call:   LCDR Kevin Herkenham 

MEMBER SECTION OPDIV CITY, STATE PRESENT ALTERNATE PRESENT 
RADM Pamela 
Schweitzer CPO CMS Baltimore, MD Yes   

CAPT Aaron Sigler Chair FDA Silver Spring, MD Yes CDR Robert Gaines  
LCDR Rodney Waite Chair-Elect BOP Milan, MI Yes CDR Jaime Morris  

CDR Jefferson Fredy Career 
Development IHS Crownpoint, NM Yes LT Jason Barca  

CDR Anne Marie Bott Recruitment IHS  Anchorage, AK Yes LCDR Matthew Duff  
CDR Kenda Jefferson   Readiness DHS/DIHS Washington, D.C. Yes LCDR Carl Olongo  
CDR Damion Killsback Recruitment IHS Rockville, MD Yes LCDR Amy Luo  
CDR Diem-Kieu Ngo Communication FDA Silver Spring, MD Yes LCDR Nicole Zelenak  
CDR Bill Pierce Readiness FDA  Silver Spring, MD No CDR Matt Brancazio Yes 

CDR Shary Jones Career 
Development OS Kansas City, MO Yes LCDR Pham  

CDR Jinhee Lee Administration SAMHSA Rockville, MD Yes CAPT Jen Fan  

CDR Marisol Martinez Career 
Development DOD Fort Sam 

Houston, TX Yes LCDR Phung Nguyen  

CDR Mark Miller Recruitment FDA Silver Spring, MD Yes LCDR Andrew Fine  
CDR Timothy Murray Readiness IHS Claremore, OK Yes CDR Jodi Tricinella  

CDR Tami Rodriguez Recruitment BOP Edgefield, SC Yes LCDR Michelle 
Williams  

CDR David Schatz Administration DHS/USCG Clearwater, FL Yes LCDR Chris Janik  

CDR Aimee Young Administration IHS Anchorage, AK Yes CDR Sara Doran-
Atchison  

CDR Tina Bhavsar Communication CDC Atlanta, GA Yes LCDR Jennifer Lind  

LCDR Benjamin Bishop Administration FDA Silver Spring, MD Yes LCDR Salvatore 
Pepe  

LCDR Mark Iseri Communication IHS Toppenish, WA No LCDR Rodney Won Yes 

LCDR Scott Raisor Communication IHS Winterhaven, CA Yes LCDR Gayle 
Lundberg  

LCDR Melinda 
McLawhorn Administration FDA Silver Spring, MD Yes LCDR Jessica Fox  

LCDR Anna Santoro Career 
Development BOP Ayer, MA No LCDR Daniel True No 

LT Marie Manteuffel Readiness CMS Baltimore, MD Yes CDR Lorelei 
Piantedosi  

LT Jun Lee Recruitment   Yes LT Marleen Tran  
LT Jane McLaughlin-
Middlekauff Administration HRSA Rockville, MD No LCDR Kimberly 

Davids No 

Dr. Mary Jo Zunic Communication IHS Albuquerque, NM Yes LCDR Steven 
Rodgers  

LCDR Kevin 
Herkenham 

Executive 
Secretary FDA Silver Spring, MD Yes   

 
 

https://fda.webex.com/fda/ldr.php?RCID=0f4b703cb9214ac2742f023a7685963f
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Officer Basic Course (OBC) 
• Officers are invited to attend the upcoming Pinning Ceremony and Graduation for OBC 85.  

o Pinning Ceremony will be held at 0830 on 12-February-2016.  
o Graduation will be held at 1030 on 19-February-2016.  
o New Location: William F. Bolger Center, 9600 Newbridge Drive, Potomac, MD 20854.  

 
Pharmacy Category Action Items  
Task (Frequency) 
Ensure Basic Readiness. Checks are completed quarterly as follows: 

• 31 March 2016 
• 30 June 2016 
• 30 September 2016 
• 31 December 2015 (Must be Basic Ready at this point for the following year’s promotion boards) 

The annual seasonal flu vaccination is required for the December 31st and March 31st readiness checks.  
The flu vaccination is required once each year before December 31st.  Always keep evidence/confirmation 
of the faxes you send to Medical Affairs (MA). Once received, they will update info on the eOPF and Direct 
Access. 

• Officers should NOT use the old numbers and should ONLY use the following new fax numbers for 
immunization submissions: (301) 480-0373 or (301) 480-0385. 
• Use the MA coversheet when faxing immunization documents. The coversheet is available 

at:  http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/PDF_docs/Immunization FAX Coversheet.pdf  
• MA enters all medical information in Direct Access, not Readiness and Deployment Operations 

Group (RedDOG). 
• Immunization requirements can be obtained at 

http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/Medical%20Affairs/MA_immunizations_m.aspx  
PharmPAC Perspectives Newsletter 

• Review new issues. (Quarterly) 
• Volunteer to submit articles to the Communication Section (Whenever you can!) 

PharmPAC Meetings/Minutes 
• Review previous minutes (Monthly) 
• Attend future meetings when possible. (First Thursday of the month at 1400 EST) 

Annual Physical Fitness Test (APFT) – Go to the APFT Initiative Website 
USPHS Awards (Annually, generally in March) 

• Review Criteria (http://staging.usphs2.cit.nih.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_admin_awards.aspx) 
• Nominate eligible officer(s), submitting all material as ONE PDF document to the Administration 

Section 
 
Chief Professional Officer:   RADM Pamela Schweitzer 

• Welcome to 2016 and Happy New Year!  We’re really happy the students can join us.  The New Year 
gives us a chance to reflect on the previous year and I hope everyone had some time off and a chance 
to rest.   

• As I reflect back after being in this position for 1 ½ years now, the common theme along the whole way 
is that it’s an absolute honor and privilege to work with every single one of you.  Everyone I have met is 
passionate about whatever they’re doing… improving health or their jobs.  We have a unique group of 

http://dcp.psc.gov/CCMIS/RedDOG/Forms/Basic_Readiness_Checklist.pdf
http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/PDF_docs/Immunization%20FAX%20Coversheet.pdf
http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/Medical%20Affairs/MA_immunizations_m.aspx
https://sites.google.com/site/apftinitiative/
http://staging.usphs2.cit.nih.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_admin_awards.aspx
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people, and not everyone is like this.  We’re all striving to make a difference and it’s a privilege to work 
with you.  I’m looking forward to this next year too because we’re just going to keep on making strides. 

• My Dad, who is now passed away, would always have side projects at home in addition to his full time 
job.  They were things like rebuilding car engines, fixing the barn, or building a fence.  They were long 
term projects and he wouldn’t always have time for them because he worked full time, but he would 
always work on them a little at a time…and two years later, they would be done.  Like all of us, we have 
our regular jobs that we have and we love, and we also work on our side projects.  I know sometime it 
may seem like they’re not moving, but if we look back over time, they really are.  It’s more important 
sometimes to give ideas time to socialize and develop.  New technology, especially for healthcare, is 
moving fast.  For example, an EMT may arrive at a scene, scan a light and they instantly know what bug 
it is and what antibiotic to use.  Change takes time, but if you do a little bit at a time, eventually you 
will get there.  That’s why I’m excited to do these TED talks, because you’ll have an opportunity to see 
what these groups have been working on for the past 6-8 months.  Someone asked me, what are TED 
talks?  They stand for Technology, Entertainment and Design.  They’re short stories that share new 
ideas and attitudes to help spark a conversation and lead to change.  We’re encouraging people to 
include visuals. 

• The Boy Scouts: they are coming to town towards end of February or early March to meet with us and 
the President.  I’m waiting to get more specifics; I have a meeting scheduled with the Surgeon 
General’s office and we will distribute information through the PharmPAC.  As a reminder, the Scouts 
developed a “SCOUTStrong Be MedWise” patch to promote medication safety and we’ll be looking for 
people to be involved with this event. 

• The Surgeon General is working on an initiative - the Surgeon General’s Prescription Opioid Campaign.  
You have probably seen a lot recently about the prescription opioid epidemic.  This is the Surgeon 
General’s approach to the initiative.  His message is that this crisis impacts all Americans and he will be 
focusing on the prescriber component.  We also want to end the stigma around addiction.  We have a 
group within the Pharmacy category called ADAPT and we’ll hear a TED talk from them.  If you are 
interested in this topic, I encourage you to reach out to LCDR Matthew McClung 
(matthew.mcclung@ihs.gov) who coordinates the meetings. 

• APhA meeting is coming up in Baltimore during March.  March 4th is the Federal Forum day; in the 
afternoon we will be having a category meet-up.  We also have delegates and liaisons that will be 
introducing and submitting new business.  We’ll let you know more about that after it’s submitted.   

• The new leave policy came out and the kinks are being worked out.  If you have concerns that you 
would like to be addressed, it’s best to go through your agency liaison. 

• Headquarters is still undergoing reorganization.  The CPOs are yet to meet with the lead, CAPT Hunter.  
We are planning to meet with her on the 20th to get an update. 

o There was a question posed about how to best document approved leave in order to use a MAC 
(Space-A) flight.  There is no official word on this yet and we’ll need input from headquarters. 

o There was a question about how to configure Direct Access so that leave requests are directed 
to the primary email rather than secondary account.   

o The input is that all of these requests should be going through agency liaisons. 

Wellness Team Presentation: LCDR Stephanie Begansky, LCDR Trang Tran, LT Nuri Tawwab, 
LCDR Sadhna Khatri, and LT Kemi Asante, LT Sandra Mathoslah 

• Presentation slides are attached; this is also available on the Webex recording from 00:18:12 through 
00:29:20 

 

mailto:matthew.mcclung@ihs.gov
https://fda.webex.com/fda/ldr.php?RCID=0f4b703cb9214ac2742f023a7685963f
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Hematology/Oncology Pharmacy Association:  CDR Anne Marie Bott 
• Presentation slides are attached; this is also available on the Webex recording from 00:31:32 through 

00:35:40 
 
Readiness 
CDR Kenda Jefferson (kenda.jefferson@live.com, kenda.jefferson@hq.dhs.gov.) 
CDR Timothy Murray (Timothy.Murray@ihs.gov)  
CDR Bill Peirce (william.pierce@fda.hhs.gov)  
LT Marie Manteuffel (marie.manteuffel@cms.hhs.gov) 
Section Web Address: https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_readiness.aspx Responsibilities:  APFT Initiative, 
Readiness 

• This is a reminder that everyone has unit 15-Jan-2016 to enter your readiness updates to Direct Access. 
• PACE Award Recipients: 

o CAPT Lisa Olson – Pharmacy 
o CDR Neel Patel – Pharmacy 
o CDR Monika Houston – Pharmacy 
o CDR Kristen Maves – Pharmacy 
o LT Kathryn Jacques – Therapist 
o LT Adrienne Eastlake - EHO 
o LT Ryan Toliver – HSO  

• Thank you for the continued success of this program.  Please check out the APFT Initiative website for 
upcoming APFT opportunities and contact us at paceprogram@fda.hhs.gov.  

• Make sure to log into the new DA and explore the new functionality.  The employee ID has replaced 
the serial number as the log in.   

• Please use the new eOPF Fax Cover Sheet; this should be used moving forward. 
• This is reminder that there is also a new Immunization Fax Coversheet.   

 
Recruitment 
CDR Anne Marie Bott (ambott@anthc.org) 
CDR Tami Rodriguez (t1rodriguez@bop.gov)  
CDR Damion Killsback (Damion.killsback@ihs.gov)  
CDR Mark Miller (mark.miller2@fda.hhs.gov)  
LT Jun Lee (jun.lee@nih.gov)  
Section Web Address: https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_recruit.aspx  
Responsibilities: Duty Station Map, Pharmacy's Best Kept Secret, UPOC (Activity Report,  
Biannual Report, Master List, Newsletter, Request to be a POC), Recruitment Presentations  
(BOP, IHS, PHS), Vacancy Listings (Vacancy Map), Welcome to the PHS! 

• Pharmacist’s Best Kept Secret document has been revised and retitled Pharmacists Leading the Way.  
This will be posted to the PharmPAC Recruitment section website soon. 

• The University Point of Contact roster has been updated based on information from the biannual 
report.  Please check the roster on the PharmPAC Recruitment section website to make sure your 
contact information is accurate.  If needed, contact CDR Anne Marie Bott (ambott@anthc.org). 

• The UPOC Fall/Winter 2015 newsletter has been published and emailed out to the UPOCs.  Please 
review and disseminate to your schools of pharmacy. 

• We are requesting articles for the next UPOC Spring/Summer edition newsletter.  These will be due by 
1-April-2016; they should be emailed to LCDR Honeylit Cueco at hkcueco@anthc.org.  

https://fda.webex.com/fda/ldr.php?RCID=0f4b703cb9214ac2742f023a7685963f
mailto:kenda.jefferson@live.com
mailto:kenda.jefferson@hq.dhs.gov
mailto:Timothy.Murray@ihs.gov
mailto:william.pierce@fda.hhs.gov
mailto:marie.manteuffel@cms.hhs.gov
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_readiness.aspx
https://sites.google.com/site/apftinitiative/
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_readiness.aspx
https://sites.google.com/site/apftinitiative/
mailto:paceprogram@fda.hhs.gov
http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/PDF_docs/eOPF%20Fax%20Cover%20Sheet.pdf
http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/PDF_docs/Immunization%20FAX%20Coversheet.pdf
mailto:ambott@anthc.org
mailto:t1rodriguez@bop.gov
mailto:Damion.killsback@ihs.gov
mailto:mark.miller2@fda.hhs.gov
mailto:jun.lee@nih.gov
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_recruit.aspx
https://sites.google.com/a/phspharmacist.org/pharmpac-tools/pharmacy-duty-stations
http://www.usphs.gov/profession/pharmacist/secrets.aspx
https://sites.google.com/a/phspharmacist.org/pharmpac-tools/current-officers/upoc-activity-report
https://sites.google.com/a/phspharmacist.org/pharmpac-tools/upoc-biannual-report
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/documents/UPOCMasterList.pdf
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/sc_recruit_forms.aspx
https://sites.google.com/a/phspharmacist.org/pharmpac-tools/upoc-enrollment-request
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/documents/boprec.ppt
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/documents/ihsrec.ppt
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/documents/phsrecruits.ppt
https://sites.google.com/a/phspharmacist.org/pharmpac-tools/pharmacy-duty-stations
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/pharmacy/documents/welcome.pdf
mailto:hkcueco@anthc.org
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• Any pharmacy student questions should be directed to LT Lena Choe at lena.choe@fda.hhs.gov.  
• Few students in the room have seen these publications.  This should be a new initiative of the 

PharmPAC to make sure these publications are hitting our target audience, because they’re 
outstanding publications. 

 
Administration 
CDR Jinhee Lee (jinhee.lee@samhsa.hhs.gov) 
CDR David Schatz (david.j.schatz@uscg.mil) 
CDR Aimee Young (alyoung@anthc.org) 
LCDR Benjamin Bishop (benjamin.bishop@fda.hhs.gov)  
LCDR Melinda McLawhorn (melinda.mclawhorn@fda.hhs.gov)  
LT Jane McLaughlin-Middlekauff (jmclaughlin@hrsa.gov) 
Section Web Address: https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_admin.aspx  
Responsibilities: Awards, Coins  , Charter and SOP, History, Liaisons (Agency Liaisons , Organization Liaisons), 
Legislation Monitoring, PharmPAC member directory,  PHS Pharmacists List  

• This is a reminder that the PharmPAC honor awards are due 15-Jan-2016.  The five awards that are 
available are: 

o RADM John Babb Pharmacist Responder of the Year Award 
o Allen J. Brands Clinical Pharmacist of the Year Award 
o Mary Louise Anderson Leadership Award (Non-Clinical) 
o George F. Archambault PHS Career Achievement Award in Pharmacy 
o Managerial Excellence Improving Pharmacy Services or Public Health 

 
Career Development 
CDR Shary Jones (shary.jones@hhs.gov) 
CDR Marisol Martinez (marisol.martinez@dha.mil) 
CDR Jefferson Fredy (Jefferson.Fredy@ihs.gov)  
LCDR Anna Santoro (astevenson@bop.gov) 
Section Web Address: https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_career.aspx  
Responsibilities: Career Guidance, CV Template, Mentoring Tools    

• The next Topics in Public Health presentation is 15-Jan-2016. 
 
Communications 
CDR Diem-Kieu Ngo (diem.ngo@fda.hhs.gov)  
LCDR Tina Bhavsar (tbhavsar@cdc.gov)  
LCDR Mark Iseri (mark.iseri@ihs.gov) 
LCDR Scott Raisor (thomas.raisor@ihs.gov) 
Dr. Mary Jo Zunic (MaryJo.Zunic@ihs.gov)  
Section Web Address: https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_comms.aspx  
Responsibilities: Calendar of Events/Meetings, Listserv, Minutes, PLANT, Publications   

• No update 
  
Chair-Elect Update:   LCDR Rodney Waite 

• The COF Symposium is coming up in May.  If you would like specific information, search the website at: 
http://symposium.phscof.org/. 

mailto:lena.choe@fda.hhs.gov
mailto:jinhee.lee@samhsa.hhs.gov
mailto:david.j.schatz@uscg.mil
mailto:alyoung@anthc.org
mailto:benjamin.bishop@fda.hhs.gov
mailto:melinda.mclawhorn@fda.hhs.gov
mailto:jmclaughlin@hrsa.gov
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_admin.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_admin_awards.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_admin_coins.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_admin_charter.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_admin_liaison.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_admin_liaison_agency.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_admin_liaison_contacts.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_admin_members.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_admin.aspx
mailto:shary.jones@hhs.gov
mailto:marisol.martinez@dha.mil
mailto:Jefferson.Fredy@ihs.gov
mailto:astevenson@bop.gov
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_career.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_career_guidance.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_career_guidance.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_career_mentoring_4.aspx
mailto:diem.ngo@fda.hhs.gov
mailto:tbhavsar@cdc.gov
mailto:mark.iseri@ihs.gov
mailto:thomas.raisor@ihs.gov
mailto:MaryJo.Zunic@ihs.gov
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_comms.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/calendar.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/listserv.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_comms_minutes.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_comms_plant.aspx
https://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/sc_comms_publications.aspx
http://symposium.phscof.org/
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• A block of rooms will be released in January; please keep an eye out for this if you plan to stay at the 
hotel because rooms book up quickly. 

• We hope to get more officers involved in workgroups in the future.  It’s a great thing to be able to 
improve our collective knowledge.  One big aspect of this is Max.gov.  If you haven’t registered, I 
strongly encourage you to do so because all of these workgroups use Max.gov to develop their projects 
and presentations. 

• One of the goals of our communications workgroup is to get the pharmacist category to register for the 
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter accounts.  There is a lot of great clinical information that comes 
through these resources.  A great article from Business Insider came through recently highlighting 
pharmacists and how we can plug the primary care hole that has developed in our health system.  This 
is an outside organization that is putting us in a good light.  It also makes it easier to connect with 
colleagues across the country.   
 

Chair Update and Old/New Business:   CAPT Aaron Sigler 
• If you’re interested in joining the ADAPT workgroup, LCDR Matthew McClung 

(matthew.mcclung@ihs.gov) will be your point of contact. 
• CAPT Sigler provided highlighted updates of the new retirement system taking effect in 2018.  The 

presentation is available on the PharmPAC Webex recording from 00:47:55 through 00:59:10.  In 
addition to the recordings, MOAA provides free webinars on the upcoming changes.  The next webinar 
is scheduled for 19-Jan-2016 1400 – 1500. 

• Highlights of the upcoming retirement changes are: 
o If you entered active duty 1-Jan-2006 or later, you will have the option to opt into the new 

“hybrid” retirement system.  The hybrid system will cut the pension benefit and add a matching 
component to the TSP benefit. 
 Current: 20 YOS = 50% base pay; 30 YOS = 75% base pay 
 Under new system: 20 YOS = 40% base pay; 30 YOS = 60% base pay 

o The first year of service will be an automatic 1% TSP match; at 2nd year of service, you can get 
up to 5% match (but have to put 5% in to get that). 

o If you enter active duty 1-Jan-2018 or later, you will automatically be enrolled in the new 
“hybrid” system. 

o This allows service members who don’t reach the 20-year retirement “cliff” to come away from 
their service with a retirement component that they can take with them. 

o If you opt in, the TSP matching stops at 26 years of service. 
o May be eligible for a bonus at 12 years of service; details of this are still being worked out. 

• Questions: 
o In Direct Access, do the people that approve leave need to be officers? 

 No, they do not need to be officers. 
o Previously you needed to achieve level 2 on the APFT to qualify for the FMRB, what are the 

updated criteria with the new APFT? 
 The new standard will be an APFT score of Excellent or above.  It will likely take a few 

weeks before these new standards are implemented. 
 

  

mailto:matthew.mcclung@ihs.gov
https://fda.webex.com/fda/ldr.php?RCID=0f4b703cb9214ac2742f023a7685963f
http://www.moaa.org/NewMilRetirement/
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The next PharmPAC General Meeting begins at 
1300 EST Thursday, 4-FEB-2016 

Agenda and teleconference information will be distributed prior to the meeting. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 

  CAPT Aaron Sigler     LCDR Kevin Herkenham 
PharmPAC Chair     Executive Secretary 

 
 
Useful Links and Contact Info: 
PHS Pharmacists Directory:  
http://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/directory.aspx  
 
Emails: 
phs-pharmacists@list.nih.gov 
phs-rx-jobs@list.nih.gov 
phs-rx-students@list.nih.gov 
 
Listservs: 

PHS Pharmacists https://list.nih.gov/archives/phs-pharmacists.html 
PHS Rx Students https://list.nih.gov/archives/phs-rx-students.html 
PHS Immunizing Pharmacists https://list.nih.gov/archives/phs-immunizing-pharm.html 
JOAG https://list.nih.gov/archives/joag.html 
OFRD https://list.nih.gov/cgi-bin/wa.exe?A0=ofrd 
RPh Job Vacancies https://list.nih.gov/archives/phs-rx-jobs.html  
Commissioned Corps Vacancies https://list.nih.gov/archives/ccvacancies-l.html 

 
Websites: 

PharmPAC http://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/  
CCMIS http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/  
USPHS http://www.usphs.gov/  
RedDOG http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/readiness menu/  
JOAG http://dcp.psc.gov/osg/joag/  
Pharmacy Benchmarks http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/PDF_docs/2015 pharmacy benchmarks/  
APFT Initiative Website https://sites.google.com/site/apftinitiative/  
USPHS Athletics http://www.publichealthserviceathletics.org/home/  
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/usphs pharmacists/  

 
Meeting Attachment(s): These may be viewed through top left menu bar View  Show/Hide 
 Navigation Panes  Attachments 

• USPHS Wellness Team PharmPAC Presentation 
• PharmPAC and HOPA 

http://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/directory.aspx
mailto:phs-pharmacists@list.nih.gov
mailto:phs-rx-jobs@list.nih.gov
mailto:phs-rx-students@list.nih.gov
https://list.nih.gov/archives/phs-pharmacists.html
https://list.nih.gov/archives/phs-rx-students.html
https://list.nih.gov/archives/phs-immunizing-pharm.html
https://list.nih.gov/archives/joag.html
https://list.nih.gov/cgi-bin/wa.exe?A0=ofrd
https://list.nih.gov/archives/phs-rx-jobs.html
https://list.nih.gov/archives/ccvacancies-l.html
http://dcp.psc.gov/osg/pharmacy/
http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/
http://www.usphs.gov/
http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/MENU_readiness_m.aspx
http://dcp.psc.gov/osg/JOAG/
http://dcp.psc.gov/ccmis/PDF_docs/2015%20PHARMACY%20Benchmarks%20-%20Final.pdf
https://sites.google.com/site/apftinitiative/
http://www.publichealthserviceathletics.org/home
https://www.facebook.com/USPHSPharmacists
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HOPA PharmPAC Liaison Program 

CDR Anne Marie Bott 

Mike Vozniak





I’ve been asked to present today on the pharmacy professional organization known as HOPA.  HOPA stands for Hematology/Oncology Pharmacy Association.  In 2015 the PharmPAC accepted HOPA to join the PharmPAC Liaison Program.  As the liaison between HOPA and PharmPAC I’ll take the next couple of minutes to introduce you to HOPA.  HOPA has selected Michael Vozniak as their point of contact for the PharmPAC.  Mike is the current Past President of HOPA as well as the Associate Director of Pharmacy at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania.
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HOPA Mission

To empower hematology/oncology pharmacy practitioners to optimize the provision of cancer care by

Educational activities

Research that promotes safe and cost-effective use of cancer-related treatments

Promoting and supporting excellence in clinical practice

Acting as an advocate to policy makers

Increasing public and professional awareness of the value of oncology pharmacists and other pharmacy practitioners through partnerships with other organizations







HOPA was formed in 2004 with a mission to empower hematology/oncology pharmacy practitioners to optimize the provision of cancer care by:

-Developing and supporting hematology/oncology educational and informational activities.

-Providing research and information that promotes the safe and cost-effective use of cancer-related treatments.

-Promoting and supporting excellence in hematology/oncology pharmacy clinical practice.

-Acting as an advocate to policy makers on behalf of patients, the pharmacy profession and the oncology specialty.

-Increasing public and professional awareness of the value of oncology pharmacists and other pharmacy practitioners through partnerships with other organizations.



-There are over 2,200 members.
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HOPA BCOP Recertification Program







Recently awarded status as a BCOP recertification credit provider by BPS

Will provide 38 credits of education per year



BCOP = Board Certified Oncology Pharmacist





-HOPA has provided 6 BCOP Credits for the past several years in conjunction with ACCP and ASHP.  



-Recently HOPA was awarded status as a BCOP recertification credit provider by the Board of Pharmacy Specialties, and will now provide 38 credits of education per year in a variety of delivery options.

-The change enables HOPA to be able to facilitate their own Recertification Program which will increase availability and access.

-HOPA’s program has 4 different components.  Two components being offered will be conducted in person or online and the other two are online offerings.
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HOPA Resources

HOPA Central

Online community

HOPA News!

Recalls and Safety Alerts from the FDA

New Drugs and Drug Updates

Resident’s Cubicle

Volunteer Activity Center (VAC)





-HOPA Central is an online networking tool for practitioners to post questions from the field with hematology/oncology experts answering.  



-Quarterly, HOPA publishes a newsletter which reviews recent activities in the field including recalls and safety alerts from the FDA, new drugs and drug updates as well as a resident’s cubicle.



-The Volunteer Activity Center is the place to register for committee involvement.  Each spring new committee membership is selected.
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HOPA Conferences

Annual Conference











Oncology Pharmacy Practice Management Program

September 22-24th, 2016 in Chicago







-Each year HOPA offers a conference in March.  It is the premier learning event for all practitioners who specialize in the field of hematology/oncology pharmacy. The HOPA Annual Conference is specifically developed to deliver education and resources to help pharmacy practitioners provide the highest quality of care for their patients.

-This year the conference will be held from March 16th to the 19th in Atlanta, Georgia.  Early bird registration deadline is February 5th.



-In addition in September HOPA holds an annual Practice Management Program Conference which is more focused on technology, management and leadership.  The conference will be held in Chicago from September 22nd to 24th.
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HOPA Contact

Website:  www.hoparx.org

PharmPAC Liaison:  

CDR Anne Marie Bott (ambott@anthc.org)

HOPA Point of Contact:

Mike Vozniak (michael.vozniak@uphs.upenn.edu)







More information on HOPA can be found on their website hoparx.org



If you have any additional questions regarding HOPA  you can contact myself (CDR Anne Marie Bott) or Mike Vozniak.
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USPHS Wellness Team

#RebelAndLiveWell



January 7, 2016
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Establishment of USPHS Wellness Team

A national cross-category wellness campaign created to assist the Office of the Surgeon General (OSG) in promoting the Surgeon General's Vision for a Healthy and Fit Nation.













Aim to encourage each other and inspire a culture of change throughout the Nation in promoting healthy lifestyles

Educate each other and surrounding communities on ways to achieve and improve upon healthy lifestyles through social media, presentations/webinars, publications, and outreach events.

Aim to work collaboratively with existing and future individual USPHS wellness initiatives
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Existing Individual USPHS Wellness Initiatives 

PHS Athletics

JOAG Public Health and Community Service Committee (National Prevention Strategy Subcommittee & Everybody Walk! Subcommittee)

PharmPAC Communication Public Health Subcommittee

Dietitian PAC Wellness Subcommittee

Physician PAC Mental Health Subcommittee

Scientist PAC Visibility Subcommittee

Therapist PAC Health Promotion and Disease Prevention Subcommittee
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USPHS Pharmacy Wellness Team Activities 















Infographic – October 2015

Presentation to HOAC (Hispanic Officer Advisory Committee) – October 2015

Presentation to PharmPAC – January 2016

Solicited wellness ideas to share on PharmPAC social media – Ongoing
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Your Ideas!!!

#RebelAndLiveWell: Don’t go it alone! Use groups (friends, family, co-workers) to help you achieve your wellness goals! – LW



#RebelAndLiveWell: Garbage in=garbage out. Don’t bring unhealthy snacks/food into your house that will cause you to eat them. – MF



#RebelAndLiveWell: Make meal planning & prep your bestie to control calorie intake, save time, and prevent impulse buys. - DJ



#RebelAndLiveWell: Floss EVERY single day! It only takes a few minutes and has drastic effects on improving health. - ND
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REBEL and LIVE WELL















We are asking each of you to #RebelandLiveWell and chose one small thing that you can change to aim your lifestyle towards more overall wellness. It may be as easy as adding one veggie to your plate at each meal, or taking a few minutes to yourself everyday, or stepping away from your desk to get some fresh air mid-day. 
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Quote:

“Knowing is not enough; we must apply.

Willing is not enough; we must do.”

					—Goethe
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Next Steps

USPHS Wellness Team Charter

Presentation to all PAC CPOs

Presentation at 2016 COF Symposium

Building the team structure

Establishing social media accounts 



















Please look out for future opportunities to get involved. 
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Summary





Please Share Your #RebelandLiveWell Ideas With the USPHS Wellness Team at RebelandLiveWell@gmail.com



THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!
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Your Wellness Team

Total of 11 pharmacists



LT Kemi Asante (FDA)

LCDR Stephanie Begansky (FDA)

LT Jessica Bowermaster (IHS)

LT LeAnn Brodhead (FDA)

LCDR Andrew Gentles (FDA)

LCDR Sadhna Khatri (FDA)

LT Sandra Mathoslah (BOP)

RADM Pamela Schweitzer (CMS)

LT Nuri Tawwab (FDA)

LCDR Trang Tran (FDA)

LT Gayle Tuckett (IHS)
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